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February 20, 2026

Introduced by M of A DILAN -- read once and referred to the Conmittee
on Correction

AN ACT to anmend the correction law, in relation to enployee nenta
heal th services

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The correction law is anended by adding a new section 30 to
read as foll ows:

§ 30. Mental health assistance program 1. The superintendent, in
consultation with the conmi ssioner of nental health, shall establish and
nake available a confidential nental health counseling programfor al
enpl oyees who work for the departnent and all enpl oyees of the office of
mental health who deliver services to incarcerated individuals overseen
by the departnent.

2. The provisions of subdivision (b) of section 9.46 of the nental
hygi ene | aw shall not apply to any enpl oyee receiving assistance pursu-
ant to this section, unless the nental health professional counseling
such enpl oyee deternines, based on reasonable professional |udgnent,
that the enployee is likely to engage in conduct that would result in
imedi ate and serious harmto self or others in which instance the
mental health professional shall informthe division of crimnal justice
services and the superintendent as soon as practicable and provided,
further, however, that the superintendent shall be prohibited from
taking any punitive adninistrative action against any enpl oyee seeking
nental health counseling under this section.

3. The counseling program established pursuant to this section shal
be free of charge for enployees and shall be confidential in nature
except as otherw se prescribed in subdivision two of this section.

4. Any nental health professional who renders treatnent to any enpl oy-
ee eligible for nental health counseling under this section shall be
prohibited fromsharing any information about such enpl oyee's treatnent
except as otherw se prescribed by subdivision two of this section.

8 2. This act shall take effect January 1, 2027.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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