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STATE OF NEW YORK

10185

| N ASSEMBLY

February 12, 2026

Introduced by M of A  BLANKENBUSH -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Transportation

AN ACT to anend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to establishing
a muni ci pal exenption fromcomrercial driver's license requirenents

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The vehicle and traffic lawis anended by adding a new
section 509-hh to read as foll ows:

8 509-hh. Minicipal exenption from commercial driver's license
requirenents. 1. Notwi thstanding any provision of lawto the contrary, a
commercial driver's license shall not be required for the operation of a
notor vehicle owned or |eased by a city, town, village, or county when
such vehicle is operated by a nunicipal enployee solely for intrastate
governnent al pur poses.

2. For the purposes of this section, the follow ng nunicipal oper-
ations shall be covered:

(a) snow and ice control

(b) highway, road., bridge, or right-of-way maintenance;

(c) water, sewer, or public utility maintenance;

(d) energency or disaster response; and

(e) such other substantially simlar governnental functions as
approved by the commi ssioner.

3. Minicipal enployees operating under the exenption authorized by
this section shall be required to successfully conplete a notor vehicle
skills and safety examination adninistered or approved by the depart-
nent, appropriate to the class and type of vehicle operated.

4. Miunicipalities utilizing the exenption authorized by this section
shall establish and maintain internal driver training and certification
prograns, including:

(a) witten training standards;

(b) behi nd-the-wheel instruction;

(c) periodic refresher training; and

(d) certification by a designated nunicipal supervisor

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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5. The commi ssioner may promulgate regulations establishing mnimm
safety and testing standards for nmunicipal training prograns under this
section, provided such standards shall not require possession of a
commercial driver's license

6. Nothing in this section shall be construed to pernmt the operation
of a nptor vehicle in violation of any other applicable traffic or safe-

ty | aw
8§ 2. This act shall take effect i mediately.




