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STATE OF NEW YORK

9850

| N SENATE

June 4, 2024

Introduced by Sen. MAYER -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmtted to the Committee on Rul es

AN ACT to anend the general nunicipal law and the public health law, in
relati on to enmergency nedi cal services

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The openi ng paragraph of subdivision 1 of section 122-b of

the general nmunicipal law, as anended by chapter 471 of the |aws of
2011, is anmended and a new paragraph (g) is added to read as foll ows:
[ Asy] CGeneral anbul ance services are an essential service. Every

county, «city, town [e+] and village, acting individually or jointly or
in conjunction with a special district, [#ay—prowide] shall ensure that
an energency medi cal service, a general anbul ance service or a conbina-
tion of such services are provided for the purpose of providing prehos-
pital emergency nedical treatnent or transporting sick or injured
persons found within the boundaries of the municipality or the munici-
palities acting jointly to a hospital, clinic, sanatorium or other place

for treatnent of such illness or injury, [ard—e+] provided, however,
that the provisions of this subdivision shall not apply to a city with a
popul ation of one nmillion or nore. 1In furtherance of that purpose, a

county, city, town or village may:

(g) FEstablish a special district for the financing and operation of
general anbul ance services, including support for agencies currently
providing EMS services, as set forth by this section, whereby any coun-
ty, city, town or village, acting individually, or jointly wth any
other county, city, tow and/or village, through its governing body or
bodies, followi ng applicable procedures as are required for the estab-
lishnent of fire districts in article eleven of the town law or foll ow
ing applicable procedures as are required for the establishnent of joint
fire districts in article eleven-A of the town law, w<th such specia
district being authorized by this section to be established in all or
any part of any such participating county or counties, town or towns,
city or cities and/or village or villages. Not wi t hst andi ng any
provision of this article, rule or requlation to the contrary, any

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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special district created under this section shall not overlap with a
pre-existing city, town or village anbul ance district unless such exist-
ing district is nerged into the newy created district. No city, town
or village shall elininate or dissolve a pre-existing anbul ance district
without express approval and consent by the county to assunme responsi-
bility for the energency nedical services previously provided by such
district. Wen a special district is established pursuant to this arti-
cle, the cities, towns, or villages contained within the county shal
not reduce current anbul ance funding w thout such changes being incorpo-
rated into the conprehensive county energency nedical system pl an.

8§ 2. Section 3000 of the public health [ aw, as anmended by chapter 804
of the laws of 1992, is amended to read as foll ows:

8§ 3000. Declaration of policy and statenent of purpose. The furnishing
of nedical assistance in an energency is a matter of vital concern
affecting the public health, safety and welfare. Ener gency nedi cal
services and anbul ance services are essential services and shall be
available to every person in the state of New York in a reliable manner
Prehospital energency nmedical care, other energency nedical services,
the provision of pronpt and effective conmuni cati on anong anbul ances and
hospitals and safe and effective care and transportation of the sick and
injured are essential public health services and shall be available to
every person in the state of New York in a reliable nmanner.

It is the purpose of this article to pronbte the public health, safety
and welfare by providing for certification of all advanced |ife support
first response services and anbul ance services; the creation of regiona
energency nedical services councils; and a New York state energency
medi cal services council to develop mninmum training standards for
certified first responders, energency nedical technicians and advanced
energency nedical technicians and m ni num equi pnent and comuni cation
standards for advanced |ife support first response services and anbu-
| ance services.

8§ 3. Subdivision 1 of section 3001 of the public health |aw, as
anmended by chapter 804 of the laws of 1992, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

1. "Energency nedical service" neans [iptial—erprgency—nedical-

bu-Rs—respiatory—ei-reulatory—and-—ebstetriecal—energensies] a coordi -

nated system of healthcare delivery that responds to the needs of sick
and injured adults and children. by providing: essential care at the
scene of an energency; community education programs; ground and air
anbul ance services; centralized access and energency nedical dispatch;
training for energency nedical services practitioners; nedical first
response; nobile trauma care systens; mass casualty managenent; or qual -
ity control and system eval uation procedures.

8 4. The public health law is anended by adding a new section 3019 to
read as foll ows:

8 3019. Statew de conprehensive energency nedical systemplan. 1. The

state energency nedical services council, in collaboration and with
final approval of the departnent, shall develop and naintain a statew de
conpr ehensi ve energency nedical systemplan that shall provide for a

coordinated energency nedical system within the state, which shal
include but not be linmted to:

(a) establishing a conprehensive statewi de energency nedical system
consisting of facilities, transportation, workforce, communications, and
other conponents to inprove the delivery of energency nedical service
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and thereby decrease norbidity, hospitalization, disability, and nortal -
ity:

(b) inproving the accessibility of high-quality enmergency nedical
service; and

(c) conducting., pronoting, and encouraging prograns of education and
training designed to inprove the knowledge and skills of energency

nedi cal service practitioners throughout the state wth enphasis on

regions underserved by or wth limted access to energency nedical
services.
2. The statew de conprehensive energency nedical system plan shall be

reviewed, updated if necessary, and published every five years on the
departnent's website, or at such earlier tines as may be necessary to
inprove the effectiveness and efficiency of the state's energency
nedi cal service system

3. Each regional energency nedical services council shall develop and

mai ntain a conprehensive regi onal energency nedical system plan or adopt

the statew de conprehensive energency nedical service systemplan, to
provide for a coordinated energency nedical system within the region

Such plans shall incorporate all anbul ance services with a current EMS
operating certificate for response to calls in their designated operat-
ing territory and shall be subject to review by the state energency
nedi cal services council and final approval by the departnent. Any
proposed permanent changes to the regional energency nedical system
plan. including the dissolution of an anbulance services district or
other significant nodification of existing coverage shall be submtted
in witing to the departnent no later than one hundred eighty days
before the change shall take effect. Such changes shall not be nmde
until receipt of the appropriate departnental approvals.

4. Each county shall develop and maintain a conprehensive county ener-
gency nedical systemplan that shall provide for a coordinated energency
nedi cal systemwi thin the county, to provide essential energency nedical
services for all residents within the county. The county office of ener-
gency nedical services shall be responsible for the devel opnent, inple-
nent ati on, and mai nt enance of the conprehensive county energency nedical
system plan. Such plans may require review and approval, as determ ned

by the state energency nedical services council, by such council, the
regi onal energency nedical services council and approval by the depart-
nent. Such plan shall incorporate all anbul ance services with a current

EMS operating certificate for response to <calls in their designated
operating territory and shall outline the primary respondi ng agency for
requests for service for each part of the county. Any proposed perna-
nent changes to the county energency nedical system plan, including the
dissolution of an anbulance services district or other significant
nodification of existing coverage shall be subnitted in witing to the
departnent no later than one hundred eighty days before the change shal
take effect. Such changes shall not be nade until receipt of the appro-
priate approvals. No county shall renove or reassign an area served by
an existing nedical energency response agency where such agency is
conpliant with all statutory and regulatory requirenents, and has agreed
to the provision of the approved plan.

5. The provisions of this section shall not apply to a city with a
popul ation of one nmllion or nore.

8 5. The public health aw is anmended by adding a new section 3019-a
to read as foll ows:

8 3019-a. Energency nedical systens training program 1. The state
energency nedical services council shall neke recommendations to the
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departnent for the departnment to inplenent standards related to the
establishnent of training prograns for energency nedical systens that

include but are not linmted to students, energency nedical service prac-
titioners, energency nedical services agencies, approved educational
institutions, geographic areas., facilities, and personnel. and the
commi ssioner _shall fund such training programs in full or in part based
on state appropriations. Until such tinme as the departnment announces
the training programestablished pursuant to this section is in effect,
all current standards, curricula, and requirenents for students, ener-
gency nedical service practitioners, agencies, facilities, and personne

shall remain in effect.

2. The state energency nedical services council, with final approval
of the departnent, shall establish mninum education standards, curric-
ula, and requirenents for all energency nedical system educationa
institutions. No person or educational institution shall profess to
provide energency nedical systemtraining wthout neeting the require-
ments set forth in regulation and only after approval of the departnent.

3. The departnment is authorized to provide, either directly or through
contract, for local or statewide initiatives, energency nedical system
training for energency nedical service practitioners and energency
nedi cal system agency personnel, using funding including but not linmted
to allocations to aid to Jlocalities for energency nedical services
traini ng.

4. Notwi thstanding any other provisions of this section., the regiona
enmergency nedical services council with jurisdiction over the city of
New York shall have authority to establish, subject to the approval of
the conmmissioner, training and educational requirenents which shal
apply to all energency nedical service practitioners working in the 911
systemof the city of New York and to determ ne protocols for the deliv-
ery of energency nedical care, including those related to staffing. in
the 911 systemof the city of New York. Such training and educationa
requirenents and protocols for the delivery of care shall be at |east
equal or conparable to those applicable to energency nedical service
practitioners in other areas of the state.

5. The departnent may request the state or regional energency nedical
services council's assistance to ensure the conpliance, naintenance, and
coordination of training prograns. Energency nedical services insti-
tutions that fail to neet applicable standards and regul ations may be
subject to enforcenent action., including but not limted to revocation
suspension, performance inprovenent plans, or restriction fromspecific
types of education.

8§ 6. Section 3020 of the public health |aw is amended by adding four
new subdivisions 3, 4, 5 and 6 to read as foll ows:

3. The departnent, with the approval of the state energency nedical
services council, may create or adopt additional standards, training and
criteria to becone an energency nedical service practitioner credent-
ialled to provide specialized, advanced, or other services that further
support or advance the energency nedical system The departnent, wth
approval of the state enmergency nedical services council may al so set
standards and requirenents to require specialized credentials to perform
certain functions in the enmergency nedical services system

4. The departnent, with approval of the state energency nedical
services council nmnmay also set standards for energency nedical system
agencies to becone accredited in a specific area to increase system
per f ormance and agency recognition.
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5. Notwithstanding any other provisions of this section, the regiona
energency nedical services council with jurisdiction over the city of
New York shall have authority to establish, subject to the approval of
the conmi ssioner, training and educational requirenents which shal
apply to all energency nedical service practitioners working in the 911
systemof the city of New York and to determ ne protocols for the deliv-

ery of energency nedical care, including those related to staffing, in
the 911 system of the city of New York. Such training and educati onal
requi renents and protocols for the delivery of care shall be at |east

equal _or conparable to those applicable to energency nedical service
practitioners in other areas of the state.

6. Nothing in this section shall be construed to allow a person to
provide any service for which the person is not |licensed, registered,
certified or otherwi se authorized under | aw.

8 7. This act shall take effect six nonths after it shall have becone
a | aw.




