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STATE OF NEW YORK

9200

| N SENATE

May 3, 2024

Introduced by Sen. CRIFFO -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Investigations and Govern-
ment Qperations

AN ACT to anmend the legislative law, in relation to establishing a
| egi sl ative commi ssion on article V conventions of the states

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The legislative law is anmended by adding a new section 83-0
to read as foll ows:

8 83-0. legislative conmrission on article V conventions of the states.
1. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the following terns
shall have the foll ow ng neanings:

(a) "Article V convention" nmeans a convention of the states held
pursuant to article V of the United States constitution.

(b) "Commi ssion" neans the commi ssion on article V conventions of the
states created pursuant to this section.

(c) "Conmissioner" neans a conmni sSioner appointed pursuant to subdivi-
sion four of this section.

2. Applicability. This section shall apply to conventions for propos-
ing anendnents held under article V of the United States constitution.

3. Establishnent. A legislative conmi ssion on article V conventions of
the states is hereby established for the purpose of representing the
state of New York at article V conventions.

4. Conmi ssioners; appointnent and qualifications. (a) The conni ssion
shall consist of nine conmissioners who shall be appointed upon the
occurrence of an article V convention, as follows: two nenbers shall be
appointed by the tenporary president of the senate; two nenbers shall be
appointed by the speaker of the assenbly; two nenbers shall be appointed
by the mnority |eader of the senate; and two nenbers shall be appointed
by the mnority leader of the assenbly; and one nenber shall be
appointed by consensus of the tenporary president of the senate, the
speaker of the assenbly, the ninority leader of the senate, and the
mnority leader of the assenbly. From anpong the nenbers so appointed, a
chair and a vice chair shall be designated by the joint action of the
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tenporary president of the senate and the speaker of the assenbly. Any
vacancy that occurs in the comrission or in the chairship or vice chair-

ship shall be filled in the sane manner in which the original appoint-
nent or designation was nade. No nenber, officer, or enployee of the
conm ssion shall be disqualified fromholding any other public office or
enpl oynent, nor shall such nenber forfeit any such office or enploynent
by reason of such nenber's appointnent hereunder. notw thstanding the
provi sions of any general, special. or local law, ordinance., or city
charter. A commissioner nmay be recalled and/or renpved at any tine for
any reason by the body responsible for appointing such conm ssioner.

(b) A conm ssioner appointed pursuant to this subdivision, at a mnmni-
num shall

(i) be registered to vote in this state;

(ii) have been a citizen of the United States for at least five vears;

(iii) be at least twenty-five vears of age;

(iv) not be or have been registered or required to be registered as a
federal |obbyist at any tine within the prior five years:;

(v) not be or have been a federal enployee, or a contractor of the
federal governnent, at any tine in the prior ten years, provided, howev-
er, that such conm ssioner may be a nenber of the arned forces of the
United States;

(vi) not have held a federal elected or appointed office at any tine
in the prior ten years;

(vii) not have had any felony convictions for crines involving nora
turpitude in any jurisdiction at any tinme, nor any felony convictions
for any crine in any jurisdiction in the prior ten years; and

(viii) not hold a statewide office while performng the duties of
conm Sssi oner.

5. Conmi ssion duties and prohibitions. (a) Upon the occurrence of an
article V convention., the duties of the conmissioners with respect to
such article V convention shall be specifically designated by the state
| egislature by resolution.

(b) A conmi ssioner shall not vote for or otherw se pronpte any change
to the traditional convention rule of decision on the floor and in the
conmttee of the whole, to wit, that each state has one vote. The state
legislature may provide additional instructions by subsequent resol-
ution.

(c) A commissioner shall not vote in favor of any proposed anendnent
that would alter the text of the specific guarantees of individual
liberty established by the United States constitution, including the
original constitution, the bill of rights, and the follow ng anendnents:
thirteenth, fourteenth, fifteenth, nineteenth, twenty-third, twenty-
fourth, and twenty-sixth.

(d) The commi ssion may enploy and at pl easure renpve such personnel as
it may deem necessary for the performance of the conm ssion's functions
and fix their conpensation within the anpunts nade avail able therefor

6. Oath. Each conmm ssioner shall., before exercising any function of
the position., execute the following oath in witing: "I do solemly
swear (or affirm that | accept and will act according to the limts of
authority specified in ny commission and any present or subsequent

instructions. | understand that violating this oath nmay subject nme to
penalties provided by law. | understand that | nmay be recalled or
suspended fromny duties by the New York state legislature."

7. Conpensation and expenses. A conmissioner shall receive the sane

conpensation as a nenber of the assenbly of this state, prorated for
length of tine served.
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8. Gft prohibition. A conmm ssioner shall not accept, during such
commi ssioner's time of service, any gifts or benefits with a conbi ned
value of npore than two hundred dollars, other than froma nenber of such
comi ssioner's famly and of the kind customarily granted by a nenber of
one's famly. An enployer's decision to continue paying a comm Ssioner's
current salary shall not be construed to be a gift.

9. Crimnal penalties. (a) A conm ssioner shall not exceed the scope
of such comm ssioner's authority when acting as a conmssioner. A
conm ssioner exceeds the scope of such commissioner's authority by
voting or otherw se acting beyond the authority granted in such conm s-
sioner's conm Ssi on, as altered by any duly-issued subsequent
instructions provided before the vote or other action. A conm SSioner
who exceeds the scope of such conm ssioner's authority shall be subject
to afine of five thousand dollars per violation.

(b) Any individual who, while not being privileged by law, know ngly
bribes, threatens, intimdates or obstructs a comm Ssioner, Or a person
representing another state in the capacity of a comri ssioner or interim
conm ssioner at an article V convention in the perfornance of such
conmi ssioner's or interimconm ssioner's duties, or attenpts to do so,
shall be subject to a fine of five thousand dollars.

8 2. This act shall take effect inmediately; provided, however, that
the anendrments to article 5-A of the legislative | aw made by section one
of this act shall not affect the repeal of such article and shall be
deened repeal ed therewth.




