OCoO~NOUIRA,WNPEF

STATE OF NEW YORK

8997

| N SENATE

April 8, 2024

Introduced by Sen. MARTINEZ -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmtted to the Conmttee on Civil Service and Pensions

AN ACT to anend the retirenent and social security law, in relation to
the retirenent of menbers enployed as an energency medi cal technician,
critical <care technician, advanced energency nedical technician,
par amedi ¢ or supervisor of such titles in a participating Suffolk
county fire district

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivisions a and j of section 89-ss of the retirenent and
social security law, as added by chapter 714 of the laws of 2023, are
amended to read as foll ows:

a. Any nmenber enployed on or after Decenber eighth, two thousand twen-
ty-three as an energency nedical technician, critical care technician,
advanced energency nedi cal technician, paranedic or supervisor of such
titles wupon an election by a participating Suffolk county fire district
shall be eligible to retire pursuant to the provisions of this section
Such eligibility shall be an alternative to the eligibility provisions
avail abl e under any other plan of this article to which such nenber is
subj ect .
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corptrolter—and—shall—be—i+rrevocable~] (1) FEach Suffolk county fire
district that elects pursuant to the provisions of this subdivision
shall pay the cost attributable therefor.

(2) The benefits of this section shall be available only to those
nenbers defined in subdivisions a and d of this section whose enpl oyer
elects to provide such benefits by adopting a resolution to such effect
and filing a certified copy thereof with the conptroller. Such resol-

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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ution shall be acconpanied by the affidavit of the chief executive offi-
cer of the fire district that the fire district has received an estimate
fromthe retirenent systemof the cost of the benefit provided by this
section.

(3) Such resolution shall apply to all nenbers defined in subdivisions
a and d of this section.

8§ 2. Subdivision v of section 603 of the retirement and social securi-
ty law, as added by chapter 714 of the laws of 2023, is anended to read
as follows:

v. The service retirenent benefit specified in section six hundred
four of this article shall be payable to nmenbers with twenty-five years
of creditable service, without regard to age, who are enployed by a
participating fire district that nakes the election provided for in
subdi vision j of section eighty-nine-ss of this chapter as an energency
medi cal technician, critical care technician, advanced energency nedi ca
technician, paranedic or supervisor of such titles in a participating
Suffol k county fire district as defined in section eighty-nine-ss of
this chapter if: (i) such nmenbers have net the m ni num service require-
ments upon retirenment; and (ii) in the case of a menber subject to the
provisions of article fourteen of this chapter, such nenber files an
el ection therefor which provides that [he—er—she] such nenber wll be
subject to the provisions of this article and to none of the provisions
of such article fourteen. Such election, which shall be irrevocable,
shall be in witing, duly executed and shall be filed with the conp-
troller within one year of [the—efiestive—date—of—this—subdinvdsion] the
election such nenber's enployer nakes pursuant to subdivision j of
section eighty-nine-ss or within one year after entering the enploynent
with the participating Suffolk county fire district upon which eligibil-
ity is based, whichever conmes |ater. For the purposes of this subdivi-
sion, the term"creditable service" shall have the neaning as so defined
in both sections eighty-nine-ss and six hundred one of this chapter.

8§ 3. Al past service costs associated with inplenenting t he
provisions of this act shall be borne by the participating Suffolk coun-
ty fire district.

8 4. This act shall take effect inmmediately and shall be deenmed to
have been in full force and effect on December 8, 2023.

FI SCAL NOTE. -- Pursuant to Legislative Law, Section 50:

This bill is a technical correction to Chapter 714 of the Laws of
2023. It would allow fire districts in Suffolk County that participate
in the New York State and Local Enpl oyees' Retirement Systemto elect to
provide individuals enployed in the title of emergency nedical techni-
cian, advanced enmergency nedical technician, critical care technician
or paranedi c, and supervisors of these titles, the option to retire upon
conpl etion of twenty-five years of creditable service with a benefit of
one-half of final average salary (FAS) and an additional benefit of
one-sixtieth of FAS for each year of creditable service in excess of
twenty-five vyears. Menbers in Tiers 3 - 6 would be linited to 15 years
of additional one-sixtieths.

As a technical anendnment to Chapter 714 of the Laws of 2023, the

fiscal costs quoted for that bill still apply. There is no additional
cost associated with this bill
The exact nunber of current nenbers as well as future nenbers who

could be affected by this |legislation cannot be readily determ ned.
Prior to electing to provide these benefits, an eligible fire district
woul d be required to submt a roster of individuals in covered titles to
the New York State and Local Retirement System This roster would be
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used to devel op an exact cost for the individual fire district electing
to provide these benefits.

Summary of rel evant resources:

Menbership data as of March 31, 2023 was used in measuring the inpact
of the proposed change, the same data used in the April 1, 2023 actuari -
al valuation. Distributions and other statistics can be found in the
2023 Report of the Actuary and the 2023 Annual Conprehensive Financi al
Report.

The actuarial assunptions and nethods used are described in the 2023
Annual Report to the Conptroller on Actuarial Assunptions, and the
Codes, Rules and Regulations of the State of New York: Audit and
Contr ol

The Market Assets and GASB Di sclosures are found in the March 31, 2023
New York State and Local Retirenent System Financial Statenents and
Suppl enentary | nformation

| am a nenber of the Anmerican Academy of Actuaries and neet the Quali -
fication Standards to render the actuarial opinion contained herein.

This fiscal note does not constitute a |legal opinion on the viability
of the proposed change nor is it intended to serve as a substitute for
the professional judgnent of an attorney.

This estimate, dated March 29, 2024, and intended for use only during
the 2024 Legislative Session, is Fiscal Note No. 2024-154, prepared by
the Actuary for the New York State and Local Retirenent System



