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STATE OF NEW YORK

8821--A

| N SENATE

March 15, 2024

Introduced by Sens. SEPULVEDA, GOUNARDES, PARKER -- read tw ce and
ordered printed, and when printed to be cormitted to the Cormmittee on
Education -- conmittee discharged, bill amended, ordered reprinted as

amended and recommitted to said committee

AN ACT to anend the education |law, the correction law, and the adminis-
trative code of the city of New York, in relation to changing the nane
of the general education developnent diploma to the Excelsior high
school dipl oma

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 317 of the education |law, as added by chapter 170
of the laws of 1994, is amended to read as follows:

§ 317. [ General—educati-on—developaent] Excelsior high school diplom

exam Notwi t hstandi ng any provision of law, no fee shall be established
for admssion to the [general—education—developaent] Excelsior high
school dipl onma exam

8 2. Section 305 of the education law is amended by adding a new
subdi vision 61 to read as foll ows:

61. The conmissioner shall pronulgate rules and regulations to change
the name of the state high school equivalency diploma, as established
pursuant to section 100.7 of title eight of the New York codes, rules
and reqgul ations, to the Excelsior high school diplona.

§ 3. Subdivision 19 of section 2 of the correction |aw, as anended by
chapter 322 of the laws of 2021, is amended to read as foll ows:

19. "Vocational and skills training facility" means a correctiona
facility designated by the commissioner to provide a vocational and
skills training program ("VAST") to incarcerated individuals who need
such service before they participate in a work rel ease program The VAST
facility shall provide intensive assessnent, counseling, job search
assi stance and where appropriate academ ¢ and vocational instruction to
program partici pants. Such assistance may include an assessnent of any
incarcerated individual's education attainnment |level and skills apti-
tudes; career counseling and exploration; the developnment of a conpre-
hensive instructional plan including identification of educational and
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[-] is old lawto be onmitted
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training needs that nay extend beyond the date of entry into work

rel ease; instructional prograns including [&E5 Excelsior high schoo
di pl oma preparati on or post-secondary instruction as appropriate; occu-
pational skills training; life skills training; enploynment readiness

i ncl udi ng wor kpl ace behavior; and job search assi stance. The depart nent
and the departnment of |abor shall jointly develop activities providing
career counseling, job search assistance, and job placenent services for
participants. Nothing contained in this section shall be deened to nodi-
fy the eligibility requirenents provided by | aw applicable to incarcer-
ated individuals participating in a work rel ease program

8 4. The 7th undesignated paragraph of subdivision a of section 9-151
of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by I|oca
law nunber 168 of the city of New York for the year 2017, is amended to
read as foll ows:

Hi gh school equival ency diploma test. The term "hi gh school equival en-
cy diplomacy test" means any test offered by the New York state educa-
tion departnment for the purpose of establishing the equivalent of a high
school diploma, including, but not limted to, a [gereral—education
developrent] Excelsior high school diploma test or the test assessing
secondary conpl etion.

8 5. Subdivision a of section 21-408 of the administrative code of the
city of New York, as added by local |aw nunber 86 of the city of New
York for the year 2018, is anended to read as foll ows:

a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the term "test
assessing secondary conpletion (TASC" neans the [New—York-siate]
Excel si or high school [eguivalency] diploma test which replaced the
General Education Developnent (GED) as the primary pathway to [a—New
York—state] an Excel sior high school [eguivalensy] diplonma

8 6. Subdivision b and paragraph 4 of subdivision ¢ of section 21-703
of the admnistrative code of the city of New York, as added by |oca
| aw nunber 23 of the city of New York for the year 2003, are amended to
read as foll ows:

b. If an applicant, recipient or participant who is eligible for
education or training as set forth in subdivision ¢ of this section
expresses an intention or preference to the agency to enroll in educa-

tion, training or vocational rehabilitation, or if an applicant's,
recipient's or participant's assessnment indicates that [he—ershe] such
applicant, recipient or participant |acks basic Iliteracy, a secondary
school diploma, or a [gereral—eguivalensy] Excelsior high school diplom
[(cED-] or otherwise indicates that education, training or vocationa

rehabilitation would enhance the individual's ability to obtain and
mai ntai n enpl oynment, then the agency shall offer such applicant, recipi-
ent or participant the opportunity to enroll in an approved program or
prograns, provided that such approved program or prograns can be cl assi-
fied as countable work activities.

4. An applicant, recipient or participant is eligible to participate
in a [&EB] Excelsior high school diploma programif [sthe] such appli -
cant, recipient or participant has attained basic literacy but has not
recei ved a secondary school diploma

8 7. The 20th wundesignated paragraph of subdivision a of section
21-902.1 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as anended
by local law nunber 145 of the city of New York for the year 2016, is
amended to read as foll ows:

Test assessing secondary conpletion (TASC). The term "test assessing
secondary conpletion (TASC)" neans the [NewYork—state] Excelsior high
school [eguivalensy] diplonma test which replaced the general education
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devel opnment exam nation as the primary pathway to [a—NewYork-—state] an
Excel si or hi gh school [eguivalenecy] diplona.

8§ 8. The 11th undesignated paragraph of subdivision a of section
21-924 of the adnministrative code of the city of New York, as added by
local law number 21 of the city of New York for the year 2024, is
anended to read as foll ows:

Hi gh school equival ency diploma test. The term "hi gh school equival en-
cy diplonma test" neans any test that the New York state education
departnent offers for the purpose of establishing the equival ent of a
hi gh school diploma, including, but not limted to, a [genreral—education
developrent] Excelsior high school diploma test or the test assessing
secondary conpl etion.

8 9. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shal
have becone a |law. Effective inmediately, the amendnent, addition and/or
repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenentation of
this act on its effective date are authorized to be nade and conpl eted
on or before such effective date.




