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STATE OF NEW YORK

8444

| N SENATE

January 30, 2024

Introduced by Sen. RAMOS -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Veterans, Homel and Securi -
ty and Mlitary Affairs

AN ACT to anmend the veterans' services law, in relation to establishing
a searchabl e dat abase of veteran-owned busi nesses

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The veterans' services law is amended by adding a new
section 29-b to read as fol |l ows:

8 29-b. Veteran-owned business directory. 1. As used in this section
the following terns shall have the foll ow ng neani ngs:

(a) "Business owned and controlled by veterans" neans a business (i)
not less than fifty-one percent of which is owed by one or nobre veter-
ans, or, in the case of any publicly owned business, not less than
fifty-one percent of the stock of which is owned by one or nore veter-
ans; (ii) the managenent and daily business operations of which are
controlled by one or nore veterans; and (iii) authorized to do business
in the state and which is independently owned and oper at ed.

(b) "Veteran" neans a person, as defined in section one of this arti-
cle, who served on active duty and has been discharged or rel eased ther-
efrom under conditions other than dishonorable, or has a qualifying
condition as defined in section one of this article and has received a
discharge other than bad conduct or dishonorable, or is a discharged
LGEBT veteran as defined in section one of this article and has received
a di scharge other than bad conduct or dishonorabl e;

(c) "Service-disabled veteran" shall have the sanme neaning as defined
in section forty of this chapter

(d) "Certified service-disabled veteran-owned business enterprise"”
shall have the same neaning as defined in section forty of this chapter;
and

(e) "Veteran-owned business enterprises" shall nean busi nesses owned
and controlled by veterans, and service-di sabled veteran-owned business
enterprises.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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2. The departnent, wth the aid and assistance of the division of
smal |l business, the departnent of labor, the division of service-disa-
bl ed veterans' business devel opnent, and the office of general services,
shall develop, reqgularly update, and nmake available to state agencies
and the public a directory of veteran-owned business enterprises which
shall. wherever practicable, be divided into categories of [abor
services, supplies, equipnent, materials and recognized construction
trades and which shall indicate areas or locations of the state where
such enterprises are available to performservices. Such directory
shall use an asterisk or other special nark to denote any veteran-owned
business enterprises which are service-di sabled vet eran-owned busi ness
enterprises. Such directory shall be posted on the departnent's
website.

3. The office of general services shall also use this infornmation to
create and reqularly update an internet based, searchable centralized
state database to pronote veteran-owned business enterprises to the
public and shall post such database on the office of general services
website.

4. The departnent with the office of general services shall conduct
outreach to notify veteran-owned business enterprises of such directory
and dat abase.

5. The departnent shall develop a registration process with the office
of general services for veteran-owned business enterprises to conplete
in order to conpile information for inclusion in the directory and data-
base. The departnent shall be responsible for verifying businesses as
being a business owned and controlled by veterans as defined in this
section including the devel opnent of rules and regulations governing the
approval ., denial, or revocation of a business's status as a business
owned and controlled by veterans.

8 2. Subdivision 7 of section 4 of the veterans' services lawis
anmended to read as foll ows:

7. To provide in cooperation with the office of general services and
the office of the conptroller a series of senmnars, that shall be
conducted four or nore tinmes per year at regional sites |ocated through-
out the state of New York for the purpose of advising veteran-owned
busi nesses regarding the opportunities available for obtaining procure-
ment contracts from New York state agencies, nunicipalities, and author-
ities. [Futherpore—the] The senminars shall provide requirenents and
training that wll enable veteran-owned businesses to successfully
participate in the procurenent process. Furthernore, the sem nars shal
provide registration information regarding the veteran-owned business
directory and dat abase pursuant to section twenty-nine-b of this arti-
cle.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect on the first of April next succeedi ng
the date upon which it shall have becone a law. Effective imrediately,
the addition, anendnent and/or repeal of any rule or regulation neces-
sary for the inmplenentation of this act on its effective date are
aut horized to be made and conpl eted on or before such effective date.




