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STATE OF NEW YORK

8359

| N SENATE

January 22, 2024

Introduced by Sen. BROUK -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Mental Health

AN ACT to anmend the executive law, in relation to establishing a state-
wi de youth nmental health advisory board

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative findings. The Ilegislature hereby finds and
declares that poor nental health outconmes for youth is a public health
crisis that poses a threat to the health, wellbeing, and quality of life
for youth now and in the future. The |egislature acknowl edges the need
for youth voice and youth |eadership in advocating for thensel ves and
others regardi ng nental and behavi oral needs. Anmongst the shortage of
behavi oral and nental specialists, lack of representation within nargi-
nal i zed conmunities, and insufficient funding infrastructure and oppor-
tunities for appropriate school-based services, the |egislature hereby
finds the inportance in establishing a dedicated board to support youth
in their nental and behavioral needs by increasing youth participation
in state governnment. A dedicated board would provide advancenent in
creating policies that aid in inproving youth outcomes in an effort to
address and resol ve the youth nmental health crisis in New York.

8§ 2. The executive law is anended by adding a new article 19-E to read
as follows:

ARTICLE 19-E
NEW YORK YOUTH MENTAL HEALTH ADVI SORY BQOARD
Section 461. New York youth nental health advisory board.
462. Organi zation and nenbership.
463. Powers and duti es.
464. Report.

§ 461. New York youth nmental health advisory board. There is hereby
established a New York youth nental health advisory board (advisory
board) to exam ne, evaluate, confer and provide recommendations for the
needs and concerns related to the nental health of youth now and in the
future. The New York youth nental health advisory board shall formally

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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advise and nmake recommendations regarding the issues enunerated in
section four hundred sixty-three of this article.

8 462. Oganization and nenbership. 1. There shall be an oversi ght
conmttee to the advisory board established by this article which shal
be conposed of the tenporary president of the senate, the speaker of the
assenbly, the chair of the senate nmental health committee, and the chair
of the assenbly nental health conmmttee, or their designees. The over-
sight committee shall be responsible for appointing nenbers to the advi -
sory board and overseeing their activities, functions and duties.

2. The youth nmental health advisory board shall consist of seventy-two
nenbers as foll ows:

(a) sixty-two nenbers representing the diverse racial, et hni c,
geographic, socioeconomc, cultural, and religious backgrounds of the
state; and

(b) ten at large nenbers representing New York city.

3. Menbers shall

a) be at |east sixteen years of age, but no older than twent ears
of age:

(b) be enrolled in and attending a public, online or hone-based educa-
tional programin New York state; and

(c) have resided in this state for at | east one year.

4. The application process and appointnent of nenbers to the advisory
board shall be made by the oversight commttee no later than ninety days
after the effective date of this section. Appointnents of youth repre-
sentatives shall be diverse, equitable, and inclusive of youths from
various racial, ethnic, geographic, socioecononic, cultural, and reli-
gious backgrounds. The advisory committee shall nake a best possible
effort to include youth nental health consuners who are receiving, or
have received, nental health services, or have siblings or imediate

famly nenbers who are nental health consuners. Menbers shall be
appointed for terns of two vears. The advisory conmttee will be respon-
sible for creating the process to fill vacanci es.

8 463. Powers and duties. 1. The oversight conmmttee shall devel op
rules, procedures, and a | eadership structure for the advisory board
The advisory board shall neet as frequently as its business may require,
but no less frequently than four tines per year. Meetings nay be held
virtually, provided that the oversight conmittee nmay provide for in-per-
son neetings as they determine as necessary or desirable. The advisory

board nenbers shall be reinbursed for any relevant fees and expenses
incurred when attending in-person neetings. The advisory board shal
have the followi ng duties which shall include, but not be linmted to:

(a) Making reconmmrendations to the oversight committee regarding:

(i) the betternent of nental., behavioral, and physical health of
yout h;

(ii) initiatives for suicide prevention and supports;

(iii) inplications of social nmedia on nental health and protective
factors;

(iv) advancenents in nental health well ness;

(v) access to state and | ocal governnment services;

(vi) educational devel opnent within schools;

(vii) bullying prevention;

(viii) substance abuse and nisuse in relation to nental health;

(ix) poverty in relation to nental health;

(x) inplications of trauna inforned care;

(xi) inclusion of youth participation in state and |ocal governnents;
and
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(xii) any other topics related to youth nental health that the board
considers rel evant.

(b) Proposing ideas for legislation to the oversight conmrittee and
conmmenting on pending legislation dealing with issues related to vyouth
nental health

(c) Wrking with any existing and appropriate local, state, or
national organizations and groups, including youth groups. to collect
and analyze information on issues related to youth nental health.

(d) At the discretion of the oversight committee, providing testinony
to any legislative conmittees, conm ssions, task forces, or state agen-
cies and departnents, as appropriate.

(e) Setting priorities and establishing any subcommittees that nmay be
necessary to achieve the goals of the advisory board.

2. The oversight commttee, subject to appropriation, may contract
with a nental health professional and other appropriate staff nmenbers to
assist the advisory board and facilitate its powers and duties.

8 464. Report. The advisory board, in cooperation with the oversight
conmttee, shall develop and subnit a joint report to the speaker of the
assenbly, the tenporary president of the senate, the chair of the senate
nental health commttee, and the chair of the assenbly nental health
conmttee no later than Decenber thirty-first, two thousand twenty-four
and annually thereafter regarding the recommendations, findings and
other activities of the advisory board. Additionally, the report shal
indicate recommendations for the inplenentation of any initiatives
devel oped by the advisory board or other appropriate recommendati ons of
the oversight committee

8 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a law. Effective inmediately, the addition, anend-
ment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenen-
tation of this act on its effective date are authorized to be nade and
conpl eted on or before such effective date.




