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STATE OF NEW YORK

8339

| N SENATE

January 18, 2024

Introduced by Sen. MAYER -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Commttee on Judiciary

AN ACT to anmend the family court act, in relation to establishing stand-
ards for public access to fanmly court

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The famly court act is anmended by adding a new section
161-a to read as foll ows:

8 161-a. Access to famly court proceedings. 1. The fanmily court shal
be open to the public. Menbers of the public, including the news nedia,
shall have access to all courtroons, |obbies, public waiting areas and
other commpn areas of the famly court otherwise open to individuals
with business before the court.

2. The general public or any person shall be excluded froma courtroom
only if the judge presiding in such courtroomdetern nes, on a case-by-
case basis that such exclusion is warranted. |In exercising this
di scretion, such judge may consider, anpbng other factors, the follow ng

(a) whether such person is causing or likely to cause a disruption in
the proceedings;

(b) whether such person's presence is objected to by one of the
parties before the court;

(c) the orderly and sound admnistration of justice, including the
nature of such proceeding, the privacy interests of individuals before
the court, and the need for protection of litigants, in particular
children, fromharm and

(d) whether less restrictive alternatives to exclusion are unavail able
or inappropriate for the circunstances of the particular case.

3. Were a judge exercises their discretion in excluding any person
the general public, or news nedia froma proceeding or a part of a
proceeding in famly court, such judge shall mke a finding on the
record prior to ordering such exclusion.

4. \When necessary to preserve the decorum of such proceedings. the
judge shall instruct representatives of the news nedia and others
regarding perm ssible use of such courtroomand other facilities of such
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court, the assignnment of seats to representatives of such news nedia on
an equitable basis, and any other matters that may affect the conduct of

such proceedings and the well-being and safety of the parties before the
court.
8§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.




