STATE OF NEW YORK

8118

| N SENATE

January 8, 2024

I ntroduced by Sen. GOUNARDES -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Hi gher Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to early decision adm s-
sions data for higher education institutions

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Title 7 of the education law is anended by adding a new
article 129-C to read as foll ows:
ARTICLE 129-C
EARLY DECI SI ON ADM SSI ONS DATA FOR HI GHER EDUCATI ON | NSTI TUTI ONS

Section 6450. Early decision adnissions data for higher education insti-
tutions.

8 6450. Early decision adm ssions data for higher education insti-
tutions. 1. Definitions. As used in this section, the following terns
shall have the follow ng neanings:

(a) "Acceptance rate" shall nean the percentage of applicants a higher
education institution accepts, conputed by dividing the accepted nunber
of applicants by the total nunber of applicants and nultiplying such
quotient by one hundred.

(b) "Academ c year" shall be as defined in subdivision five of section
six hundred fifty-one of this chapter.

(c) "Drop-down nenu" shall refer to a graphical control elenent that
allows a user of a website to choose one value froma list.

(d) "Early action" shall nean an admi ssions plan that allows a student
to apply at an earlier stage of the adm ssions process and receive an
expedi ted adni ssions decision but does not require such student to
conmt to attend such institution upon receiving a decision of admt-
tance.

(e) "Early decision" shall nean an admissions plan that allow a
student to apply at an earlier stage of the adni ssion process and
receive an expedited adm ssions decision that requires such student to
conmit to attend a higher education institution should such student be

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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admtted and to withdraw all other applications to other higher educa-
tion institutions. Early decision shall not include early action.

(f) "Estimated cost of attendance" shall nean the total anpunt, not
including grants and scholarships, that it costs to attend a higher
education institution., which may include, anpbng other expenses, tuition
and fees., housing and neals, allowances for books., supplies., and trans-
portation, and dependent care.

(g) "Federal Pell grant" shall refer to the grants disbursed to
students pursuant to 20 U.S. C 1070.

(h) "Full financial need" shall nean that the aid a student receives
fromthe higher education institution fully covers the estinmated cost of
at t endance.

(i) "Ceneral admission" shall nean an admissions plan for which
students do not apply at an earlier stage of the adm ssions process and
receive an expedited adm ssions decision. General adm ssion shall not
include early action.

(j) "Hi gher education institution" shall nean any four-year institu-
tion given the power to confer undergraduate degrees in this state by
the board of regents as provided in section two hundred eighteen of this
chapter but shall not include institutions offering career education, as
defined in subdivision twenty-four of section tw of this chapter,
professional and/or technical schools, or educational work connected
with libraries, museuns, university and educational extension courses
and sinmlar agencies.

(k) "lIncone" shall refer to the adjusted gross inconme used to deter-
m ne the anmpunt of federal Pell grant paid by the secretary of education
under 20 U. S.C. 8§ 1070a or otherwi se reported to the higher education
institution.

(1) "lIndependent" shall refer to a high school that does not receive
public funding and is governed by a board of governors or trustees.

(m "Private" shall refer to a high school that does not receive
public funding.

(n) "Type of admssion plan" shall refer to early decision, early
action, and general admi ssion.

2. Requirenent for data reporting. Al higher education institutions
in this state who enploy early decision adnissions shall report to the
conm ssioner, on or before the first of July of each vear, the foll ow ng
dat a:

(a) the deadlines by which prospective students nust apply for early
decision, early action, and/or general adm ssion at the institution

(b) the tinelines when early decision. early action., and/or genera
adm ssion prospective students can generally expect to receive an adm s-
sions decision fromthe institution;

(c) the overall acceptance rate for first-year students in the prior
acadeni ¢ yvear, including total nunber of applications received;

(d) the acceptance rate for early decision, early action. and genera
adnmi ssions for first-year students in the prior academ c year. including
total nunber of applications received for each type of adm ssions plan
and disaggregated by type of adm ssion plan such students were accepted
under ;

(e) the nunber and percentage of first-year students admtted early
deci si on, early action, and general admi ssions in the prior academc
vear, disaggregated by type of adnmission plan such students were
accept ed under;
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(f) the racial and/or ethnic identity of all prospective students who
applied for the first-year class of the prior academic year, as reported
by such students:;

(g) the racial and/or ethnic identity of all first-year students of
the prior academic year., as reported by such students., who were accepted
under an early decision, early action. or general adnissions plan. by

nunber and percentage, and di saggregated by type of admi ssions plan such

students were accepted under;
(h) how many first-year students, by nunber and percentage, of the

prior acadenic year received federal Pell grants, disaggregated by type
of adni ssion plan such students were accepted under

(i) the anmpunt of financial aid disbursed for the first-year students
of the prior academ c year, disaggregated by type of admi ssion plan such
students were accepted under;

(j) average financial aid disbursed for the first-year students of the
prior academ c year, disaggregated by type of admssion plan such
students were accepted under;

(k) whether full financial need was net for first-year students of the
prior acadenic vear adnmitted early decision;

(1) the nedian and average incone of first-year students of the prior
acadeni ¢ year, disaggregated by type of adm ssion plan such students
wer e accepted under;

(m how nmany first-year students, by nunber and percentage, of the

prior academi c year attended a public, charter, private, or independent

high school, or were honeschool ed, disaggregated by type of adm ssion
pl an such students were accepted under;

(n) how many first-year students, by nunber and percentage, of the
prior academic year attended high school in this state, another state,
district, or territory of the United States, or another nation, disag-
gregated by type of adnmission plan such students were accepted under;
and

(0) a detailed description of a prospective student's commtnent to
the institution upon applying early decision, including potential conse-
quences, if any, if such student rescinds upon a comrtnent to attend
such institution after receiving a decision of adnittance.

3. Requirenent for data publishing. (a) The conmi ssioner shall, on or
before the first of Septenber of each year, publish the data required
under subdivision two of this sectionin a clear and promnent [ocation
on the departnent's website.

(b) The commi ssioner shall ensure that a user of such website is easi-
ly able to access the college admi ssions data described in subdivision
two of this section for each higher education institution which reports
such data via a drop-down nenu on such website

4. Penalties. (a) Any higher education institution deened by the
conm ssioner to willfully violate the provisions of this section shal
be subject to a civil penalty equivalent to ten percent of state aid. as
provided in section six thousand two hundred twenty-one of this title
for senior colleges of the city university of New York, article eight of
this title for the state university of New York, and section six thou-
sand four hundred one of this title for certain i ndependent institutions
of higher education, received in the prior fiscal year.

(b) The conmmissioner shall mnmaintain the discretion to provide an
opportunity for a higher education institution to cure a violation of
this section before levying the fines described in paragraph (a) of this
subdi vi si on.
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8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw and shall apply to academ c years comencing on and
after such date. Effective i mediately, the addition, anendnent and/or
repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenentation of
this act on its effective date are authorized to be nade and conpl eted
on or before such effective date.



