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STATE OF NEW YORK

8020

| N SENATE

January 5, 2024

Introduced by Sen. HINCHEY -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmtted to the Committee on Rul es

AN ACT to anmend the public authorities law, in relation to the renewabl e
energy outreach and comrunity planning assistance program and to
repeal certain provisions of the public authorities |law and the execu-
tive lawrelating thereto

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The title heading of title 9-C of article 8 of the public
authorities Ilaw, as added by a chapter of the laws of 2023 anendi ng the
public authorities |law and the executive law relating to authorizing the
New York state energy research and devel opnent authority to develop a
clean energy outreach and conmunity planning program as proposed in
l egislative bills nunbers S. 2956-A and A. 2888-A, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

[ GEEAN] RENEWABLE ENERGY OUTREACH AND COVMUNI TY PLANNI NG
ASS| STANCE PROGRAM

8§ 2. Paragraph (e) of subdivision 1 and subdivision 2 of section 1910
of the public authorities |law, as added by a chapter of the | aws of 2023
anending the public authorities law and the executive law relating to
aut hori zing the New York state energy research and devel opnent authority
to devel op a clean energy outreach and conmunity planning program as
proposed in legislative bills nunbers S. 2956-A and A 2888-A are
amended to read as foll ows:

(e) There has been a lack of information about the |ocal benefits and
i npacts of renewabl e energy technol ogy devel opnent and the best ways for
comunities to nmaximze benefits while avoiding and mtigating inpacts.

2. Intent. It is the intent of the legislature in enacting this title
to enpower the authority to establish effective prograns and nechanisns
to:

(a) Educate the public and build consensus on the benefits of a shift
to renewabl e energy technol ogies, which will provide jobs, |ower energy
costs and reduce price volatility, and reduce the need for fossil fuel
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based power, bringing clean air and public health benefits and reduced
greenhouse gas emi ssions that lead to clinmate change and its inpacts;

(b) Provide information and assistance to conmunities and | ocal repre-
sentatives to pronote the appropriate and successful siting of renewable
energy projects, including wnd, solar, storage and transm ssion and
di stribution system upgrades;

(c) Equip local governments with the tools they need to effectively
consider natural and working | ands, the potential for co-location and
dual -use solutions, effective utilization of previously disturbed or
devel oped sites, and protecting disadvantaged comunities when pl anning
for [elean] renewabl e energy projects in their communities; and

(d) Help communities develop and adopt Ilocal planning, zoning and
ot her policies that support the sustai nable and equitabl e devel opnent of
| ocal [e&+ear] renewabl e energy technol ogy through processes that ensure
and enhance public outreach, education and engagenent, particularly in
frontline comunities that have historically been disenfranchised and
discrimnated against in the |ocal |and use deci sion-maki ng process.

8 3. Subdivision 4 of section 1911 of the public authorities law, as
added by a chapter of the laws of 2023 anmending the public authorities
| aw and the executive law relating to authorizing the New York state
energy research and developnment authority to develop a clean energy
outreach and conmunity planning program as proposed in legislative
bills nunbers S. 2956-A and A 2888-A, is anended and a new subdi vi si on
5 is added to read as foll ows:

4. | A ; i

servi-ce—aw-] "Renewabl e energy" shall have the same neaning as defined
in section sixty-six-p of the public service |aw

5. "Renewabl e energy technol ogy" shall nean all nethods used to gener-
ate, distribute, store, and support the use of renewable energy systens.

8§ 4. Section 1912 of the public authorities |aw, as added by a chapter
of the Ilaws of 2023 anending the public authorities |law and the execu-
tive lawrelating to authorizing the New York state energy research and
devel opnent authority to develop a clean energy outreach and comunity
pl anni ng program as proposed in legislative bills nunbers S. 2956-A and
A. 2888-A, is amended to read as follows:

8§ 1912. Powers and duties. The authority is hereby authorized and
directed to wundertake such actions it deens necessary or convenient to
establish [a=—elean], augnment, or expand existing renewable energy
outreach and comunity planning [pregraw| prograns to provide informa-
tion, resources and technical assistance to support the siting, devel op-
nent, and acceptance of renewable energy |[#faeitiiies] technol ogies,
i ncl udi ng:

1. Developing and enhancing a conmmunity education and engagenent
programto i nform New Yorkers about the climte crisis and the benefits
of shifting to a clean energy econony and conducting outreach, providing
information and education, and buil ding consensus on the environnental
and | ocal benefits of renewabl e energy [faeit+ies] technologies. Such
strategi ¢ education and outreach shall include

(a) Effective comunication, engagenent and public outreach to comu-
nities, including disadvantaged communities, to provide education and
information on maxim zing the benefits that renewabl e energy [ prejeects]
technol ogi es can provide while denonstrating strategies and solutions
that are available to ensure that comunity benefits are meani ngful and
negative inpacts are [#i-niwzed] avoided, reduced, or mitigated;
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(b) Conprehensive education and outreach to | ocal governnents that nay
host renewabl e energy [#faeilities] technologies to provide objective
information about the inpacts of [elean] renewabl e energy devel opnent
and mitigation opportunities; and

(c) Facilitation of |[regieonal—discussion] foruns for comunities
[and] ., regions, renewabl e energy devel opers, and other stakeholders to
exchange information and ensure that all have access to the [sane]
factual information necessary to support the appropriate siting of
facilities and acceptance of renewabl e energy [faeilities] technol ogies.

2. Collaborating with conmunity stakeholders, the agriculture and
forestry sectors, and the renewabl e energy industry to develop [#rew .
facilitate, and provide centralized access to renewabl e energy planning

[ toels—and] resources and assistance for |ocal governnents. Such
resources shall include [a&] publicly available [elear] data resources,
including a mapping tool, related to renewable energy devel opnent

[ FReppig—toel] to help nunicipal representatives and | ocal conmunities
make i nfornmed | and use decisions and conmunicate |ocal priorities to
devel opers.

(a) The [elean] renewable energy developnment |[seppinrgtoesl] data
resources, including a mapping tool, shall be available on the authori-
ty's website and shall provide sufficient information and gui dance to
all ow conmunities to undertake a conprehensive eval uation of the poten-
tial for [elean] renewable energy devel opnent and to plan proactively
for deployment that maxim zes local benefit and [#snriwzes] avoids
reduces, or mtigates negative inpact on lands with agricultural soils,
farm ng, forests, and other conpeting uses.

(b) The [elean] renewable energy devel opnent |[seppirg—toel] data
resources mnmay use publicly available [data] information and shall be
designed to facilitate participation by local governnents, renewable
energy devel opers and [ethe+rs] other stakeholders in existing renewable
energy siting and pl anni ng processes.

(c) The [elean] renewable energy devel opment |[#eppirg—toeel] data
resources shall provide [Aapped], to the extent available information on

agricultural, environnental, energy system and ot her resources rel evant
to renewabl e energy echnology siting, [rpeloding—bot—not—linited—+2]
such as: land wuse cover data; disadvantaged comunities; brownfields:;

previously disturbed and devel oped sites such as | arge rooftops, parking
lots, landfills, etc.; agricultural soils and agricultural districts;
forests; wetlands, floodplains, and waterbodies; historic, cultural, and
archaeol ogi cal resources; public parks, preserves and recreationa
resources; conserved and protected |ands; hosting capacity; distrib-
ution, and transmssion |lines; and topography as relevant to siting
renewabl e energy [#aeii+ies] technol ogy.

3. Providing technical assistance and training to |local governnents
and other stakeholders on the use of such [teels] information and
resources, including the [elean] renewabl e energy devel opnent [ #eppihg
teol] data resources.

4. [Rroeuwing] Consulting, collaborating with, and/or procuring the
services of service providers, including, but not limted to: regional
pl anni ng associations, non-profits, and conmunity-based organi zations,
to conduct outreach and education about [elean] renewable energy bene-
fits, devel op new renewabl e energy planning tools and resources, includ-
i ng [a2——=lean] renewable energy developnent [#eppihrg—teol] data
resources, and to provide technical assistance and training to nmunici-
palities to support the authority's responsibilities under this section.
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5. Managi ng, allocating, and spending any noni es nmade avail able to the
authority in furtherance of this title as the authority determ nes to be
appropriate for the proper administration of the program created pursu-
ant to this title.

6. Requesting and receiving the assistance of the departnments or any
other state agency or authority, wthin their respective relevant
subject nmatter expertise, to support the adm nistration of the program
created pursuant to this title.

8 5. Section 1913 of the public authorities |aw, as added by a chapter
of the laws of 2023 anending the public authorities law and the execu-
tive lawrelating to authorizing the New York state energy research and
devel opnment authority to develop a clean energy outreach and comunity
pl anni ng program as proposed in legislative bills nunbers S. 2956-A and
A. 2888-A, is REPEALED and a new section 1913 is added to read as

foll ows:
8 1913. Reporting. 1. Effective April first, tw thousand twenty-five,
the authority shall issue an annual report regarding the renewabl e ener-

gy technol ogy outreach and conmunity planning assistance program and
provide recomrendations for inprovenents to the program Such report
shal | include:

(a) the nunber and identity of local governnents directly reached
through the education, engagenent and outreach efforts;

(b) the nunber of forums held for conmmunities, devel opers, and ot her
st akehol ders and description of the findings;

(c) the nunber, description and status of renewable energy technol ogy
pl anni ng tools and resources devel oped, including the mapping tool;

(d) the nunber of service providers and contracts awarded

(e) the anmount of funds invested in the renewable energy outreach and
communi ty planni ng assi stance program and

(f) any additional information relevant to assessing program effec-
tiveness.

2. The authority shall submt such report to the governor, the tenpo-
rary president of the senate, and the speaker of the assenbly. A copy of
the report shall also be posted on the authority's website.

8 6. Paragraph (e) of subdivision 7 of section 94-c of the executive
law, as added by a chapter of the laws of 2023 anending the public
authorities law and the executive law relating to authorizing the New
York state energy research and devel opnment authority to devel op a clean
energy outreach and community planning program as proposed in |egisla-
tive bills nunbers S. 2956-A and A 2888-A, is REPEALED

8 7. This act shall take effect on the sanme date and in the same
manner as a chapter of the |aws of 2023 anending the public authorities
law and the executive lawrelating to authorizing the New York state
energy research and devel opnent authority to develop a clean energy
outreach and community planning program as proposed in |egislative
bills nunbers S. 2956-A and A 2888-A, takes effect; provided that the
amendrments to title 9-C of article 8 of the public authorities | aw nmade
by sections one, two, three, four, and five of this act shall not affect
the repeal of such title and shall be deened repealed therewth;
provided further, however, that such repeal shall not affect or inpair
any act done, any application filed, any right, permt or authorization
awar ded, accrued, received or acquired, or any liability incurred, prior
to the time such repeal takes effect.




