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STATE OF NEW YORK

8012

| N SENATE

January 5, 2024

Introduced by Sen. HINCHEY -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmtted to the Committee on Rul es

AN ACT to anmend the public service law, in relation to the finality of
certain utility charges and the contents of utility bills; and to
anend a chapter of the laws of 2023 anmending the public service |aw
relating to the finality of certain utility charges and the contents
of utility bills, as proposed in legislative bills nunbers S. 4234-A
and A 4055-A, in relation to the effectiveness thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 41 of the public service law, as
amended by a chapter of the laws of 2023 anending the public service
law relating to the finality of certain utility charges and the contents
of utility bills, as proposed in legislative bills nunbers S. 4234-A and
A.  4055-A is anended to read as follows:

1. Notwi thstanding any other provision of law, [#se] Iif a wutility
corporation or nunicipality [shalH—echarge] does not render a residential
customer for gas or electric service [which—was—+renderedrore—thanr—twe],
with the exception of a seasonal or short-term custoner as defined by
rule of the commission, a nonthly bill for gas and/or electric services
used by such custoner during that nonthly period, or, in the case of
bi -nmonthly neter reads, during that nonth and the prior nonth, wthin
three nmont hs [ prer—to—the—rpoilingot—the st bl to the customertor
such—service—untess] fromthe end date of such nmonthly billing period,
then, such residential custoner shall not be charged for such gas and
electric services which were not billed to the custoner as provided
herein, unless the failure of the corporation or municipality to bil
sooner was not due to the neglect of the corporation or municipality or
was due to the cul pabl e conduct of the custoner. If the custoner remains
liable for such service, the utility shall pernmt paynents to be nmade
under an installnent payment plan, provided, however, that the utility
or nmunicipality may require pronpt paynent if the non-billing resulted
from the cul pable conduct of the customer. Any such installment paynent

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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pl an may provide for a downpaynent of up to one-half of the ampunts due
fromthe custonmer, or three nonths average billing, whichever is |ess.

8§ 2. Section 41-a of the public service law, as added by a chapter of
the laws of 2023 amending the public service lawrelating to the finali-
ty of «certain utility charges and the contents of utility bills, as
proposed in legislative bills nunbers S. 4234-A and A 4055-A, is renum
bered section 66-w and is anended to read as foll ows:

8§ 66-w. Finality of charges; snall non-resi denti al cust omers.
Notwi t hstanding any other provision of |aw —he—utitityr——corporation—-or

e-pable—econduct—of—the——customer] if a utility corporation or munici-
pality does not render a small non-residential custoner for gas or el ec-
tric service, with the exception of a seasonal or short-term custoner as
defined by rule of the commission, a nonthly bill for gas and/or el ec-
tric services used by such custoner during that nonthly period, or, in
the case of bi-nonthly neter reads, during that nonth and the prior
nonth, within three nonths fromthe end date of such nonthly billing
period, then, such small non-residential custoner shall not be charged
for such gas and electric services which were not billed to the custoner
as provided herein, unless the failure of the corporation or mnunici-
pality to bill sooner was not due to the neglect of the corporation or
nmunicipality or was due to the cul pable conduct of the custoner. The
conm ssion shall pronmulgate regqulations necessary to effectuate the
purposes of this section. For the purposes of this section, "small non-
residential custoner"” neans non-residential electric custoners that are
non-demand billed custoners and non-residential gas custoners that use
|l ess than or equal to 750 dekatherns per vyear. Such term shall not
include street |lighting accounts.

§ 3. Subdivision 7 of section 44 of the public service |aw, as added
by a chapter of the |laws of 2023 amending the public service |aw rel at-
ing to the finality of certain utility charges and the contents of util-
ity bills, as proposed in legislative bills nunbers S. 4234-A and A
4055-A, is anended to read as foll ows:

7. [As] Notwithstanding any other provision of law, as part of every

billing statenent, [+hke] any utility corporation [e+——rurieipality] that
serves nore than fifteen thousand custoners in the state shall provide

.. a

resi-denti-al—and—non-—+esi-dential—custormers| the average daily usage per
nonth or the nonthly usage at the custoner's address for the prior thir-
teen nonths. Additionally, notw thstanding any conflicting provision of
law, upon request by the custoner, such wutility corporation shal
provide nonthly billing charge anbunts at such custonmer's address for
the thirteen nonths prior to the current billing period, no later than
thirty days after such request is nmade.

8 4. Section 4 of a chapter of the laws of 2023 anending the public
service lawrelating to the finality of certain utility charges and the
contents of utility bills, as proposed in legislative bills nunbers S
4234- A and A. 4055-A, is anmended to read as foll ows:
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8 4. This act shall take effect on the [H
ich] one hundred eightieth day after it shall have
become a law. Effective inmmediately, the addition, anendnent and/or
repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenentation of
this act on its effective date are authorized to be nmade and conpl et ed
on or before such effective date.

§ 5. This act shall take effect i mediately; provided, however, that
sections one, two, and three of this act shall take effect on the sane
date and in the same manner as a chapter of the laws of 2023 amending
the public service law relating to the finality of certain utility
charges and the contents of utility bills, as proposed in |legislative
bills nunbers S. 4234-A and A. 4055-A, takes effect.




