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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

Novenber 17, 2023

Introduced by Sens. G ANARI'S, FERNANDEZ, GONZALEZ, HOYLMAN- SI GAL, PARK-
ER, SALAZAR, SEPULVEDA -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Cormittee on Rules -- reconmmtted to
the Conmttee on Finance in accordance with Senate Rule 6, sec. 8 --
conmittee discharged, bill amended, ordered reprinted as amended and
recommitted to said comittee

AN ACT to anend the executive law, in relation to enacting the "keep
police radio public act”

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the "keep
police radio public act".

§ 2. The executive lawis anmended by adding a new section 222-a to
read as foll ows:

8§ 222-a. Law enforcenent comuni cations public access. 1. For the
purposes of this section, the following terns shall have the follow ng
neani ngs:

(a) "energency services organi zation" neans a public or private agen-
cy. voluntary organization or group organized and functioning for the
pur pose of providing fire, nmedical, anbul ance, rescue, housing, food or
other services directed toward relieving hunman suffering, injury or |oss
of life or danage to property as a result of an energency., including
non-profit and governmentally-supported organizations, but excluding
governnent al agenci es.

(b) "encryption" nmeans the encoding of voice comunication on an
analog or digitally nodulated radio carrier, which renders the conmmuni -
cation difficult or inpossible to be nponitored by comercially avail abl e
radi o receivers or scanners.

(c) "law enforcenent agency" neans any agency or departnent of any
muni ci pality, any police district, or any agency, departnent, conmni s-
sion, authority or public benefit corporation of the state of New York

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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enploying a police officer or police officers as that termis defined in
subdi vision thirty-four of section 1.20 of the crimnal procedure |aw.

(d) "radio comuni cations" neans verbal comrunications that are broad-
cast over a radio frequency either froma dispatch center to field
personnel, fromfield personnel to a dispatch center, or between field
personnel, and are accessible to all personnel npnitoring that frequen-
cy. "Radio comunications" does not include private conmunications
bet ween two devices, such as a cellular tel ephone, or the transmttal of
data to or froma nobile data terminal, tablet, text nmessaging device
or sinmilar device.

(e) "sensitive information" neans any portion of a radio comunication
that, if disclosed, would:

i. deprive a person of a right to a fair trial or inpartial adjudi-
cation;

ii. identify a confidential source or disclose confidential infornma-
tion relating to a crimnal investigation; and

iii. reveal crimnal investigative techniques or procedures, except
routine techni gues and procedures.

2. Any law enforcenent agency in the state that encrypts any portion
of its radio comunications shall ensure that all radio conmunications,
with the exception of sensitive information, are accessible, in real

tine, to energency services organizations and professional journalists
as defined in section seventy-nine-h of the civil rights law. In the
event that a |aw enforcenent agency does encrypt radio conmunications
pursuant to this subdivision, the departnent of state shall, for the

pur pose of verifying credentials, establish and adm nister a process for
granting real-tine access to radi o communi cations to emergency services

organi zations and to professional journalists. Such a process for
granting access shall take no nore than five business days to conplete.
3. The departnent of state shall pronmulgate rules, regulations and

st andards deened necessary to inplenent the provisions of this section.
§ 3. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw.




