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STATE OF NEW YORK

7732

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

Novenber 1, 2023

Introduced by Sen. FELDER -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Rul es

AN ACT to anmend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to requiring
license plates for bicycles with electric assist and electric scooters
(Part A); to amend the vehicle and traffic law and the insurance |aw,
inrelation to requiring liability insurance for bicycles wth elec-
tric assist and electric scooters in cities having a popul ati on of one
mllion or nore (Part B); and to anend the vehicle and traffic law, in
relation to establishing a bicycle with electric assist and electric
scooter operator's safety manual and licensing requirenent (Part C);

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. This act enacts into | aw conponents of |egislation relating
to regulating bicycles with electric assist and electric scooters. Each
component is wholly contained within a Part identified as Parts A
through C. The effective date for each particular provision contained
within such Part is set forth in the last section of such Part. Any
provision in any section contained within a Part, including the effec-
tive date of the Part, which makes a reference to a section "of this

act”", when wused in connection with that particul ar conponent, shall be
deened to nean and refer to the corresponding section of the Part in
which it is found. Section three of this act sets forth the genera

effective date of this act.
PART A

Section 1. The article heading of article 34 of the vehicle and traf-
fic law, as anended by chapter 694 of the laws of 1995, is anended to
read as foll ows:

REG STRATI ON_ AND OPERATI ON OF BI CYCLES AND PLAY DEVI CES

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted
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§ 2. The wvehicle and traffic |law is amended by adding a new section
1244 to read as fol |l ows:

8 1244, Reqgistration of bicycles with electric assist, and electric
scooters. a. In a city having a population of one nillion or nore,
every bicycle with electric assist as defined in section one hundred
two-c of this chapter and electric scooter as defined in section one
hundred fourteen-e of this chapter shall be registered and issued a
license plate by the departnent. In a city having a population of one
mllion or nore, no person shall operate a bicycle with electric assi st
or electric scooter on the public highways unless such bicycle wth
electric assist or electric scooter shall have a distinctive nunber
assigned to it by the conmmi ssioner and a nunber plate issued by the
comm ssioner  with a nunber corresponding to that of the certificate of
registration.

b. Such license plates shall be of such nmterial, form design and
di nrensions and contain or set forth such distinguishing nunber or other
identification nmarks as the comm ssioner shall prescribe, provided,

however, that there shall be at all tines a narked contrast between the
color of the nunber plates and that of the nunerals or letters thereon,
and provided further that no bicycle with electric assist or electric
scooter shall display the nunber plates of nore than one state at a
tinme, nor shall any plate be used other than those issued by the conm s-
si oner.

c. Fach such license plate shall identify whether the bicycle with
electric assist or electric scooter is personal or conmmercial in nature.

d. Each such license plate shall be conspicuously displayed on the
rear of the bicycle with electric assist or electric scooter, securely
fastened so as to prevent the sane from swi nging.

e. The fee for such license plates shall be a nonmnal fee determn ned
by the conmi ssi oner.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect inmmediately.

PART B

Section 1. The vehicle and traffic lawis anended by adding a new
section 1245 to read as fol | ows:

8 1245. Lliability insurance. 1. A bicycle with electric assist which
is operated anywhere in a city having a population of one mllion or
nore other than on lands of the owner of such bicycle wth electric
assist shall be covered by a policy of insurance, in such | anguage and
formas shall be deternmi ned and established by the superintendent of
financial services, issued by an insurance carrier authorized to do
business in this state. Such policy shall provide for coverages required
of an "owner's policy of liability insurance" as set forth in paragraph
(a) of subdivision four of section three hundred eleven of this chapter.
In lieu of such insurance coverage as herei nabove provided, the conm s-
sioner, in his or her discretion and upon application of a governnental
agency having registered in its nane one or nore bicycles with electric
assist, nmay waive the requirenent of insurance by a private insurance
carrier and issue a certificate of self-insurance, when he or she is
satisfied that such governnental agency is possessed of financial abili-
ty to respond to judgnents obtained against it, arising out of the
ownership, wuse or operation of such bicycles with electric assist. The
conm ssioner may also waive the requirenent of insurance by a private
insurance carrier and issue a certificate of self-insurance upon appli -
cation of any person or any other corporation, having registered in its
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nane, one or nore bicycles with electric assist and furnishing of proof
that a certificate of self-insurance has been issued and is in effect
pursuant to the provisions of section three hundred sixteen of this
chapt er.

2. Proof of insurance as required by this section shall be produced
and displayed by the owner or operator of such bicycle with electric
assi st upon the request of any nmagistrate or any person having authority
to enforce the provisions of this chapter. The failure to produce such

proof upon the request of any such person shall not be an offense but

shal | be presunptive evidence that such bicycle with electric assist is
bei ng operated wi thout having such insurance in force and effect.
3. Proof of insurance as required by this section shall be produced

and displayed by the owner or operator of such bicycle with electric
assist to any person who has suffered or clains to have suffered either
personal injury or property damage as a result of the operation of such
bicycle with electric assist by the owner or operator, if such insurance
coverage was required under the circunstances of such operation. It
shall be an affirmative defense to any prosecution for a violation of
this subdivision that such proof was so produced or displayed wthin
twenty-four hours of receiving notice of such injury or danmge, or the
claimof such injury or danmmge.

4. No owner of a bicycle with electric assist shall operate or permt
the sanme to be operated anywhere in this state other than on | ands of
the owner of the bicycle with electric assist wthout having in ful
force and effect the liability insurance coverage required by this
section, and no person shall operate a bicycle wth electric assist
anywhere in this state other than on |l ands of the owner of the bicycle
with electric assist with the know edge that such insurance is not in
full force and effect.

§ 2. The vehicle and traffic law is anmended by addi ng a new section
1290 to read as foll ows:

8§ 1290. Liability insurance. 1. An electric scooter which is operated
anywhere in a city having a population of one mllion or nore other than
on lands of the owner of such electric scooter shall be covered by a
policy of insurance, in such |language and formas shall be determnined
and established by the superintendent of financial services, issued by
an insurance carrier authorized to do business in this state. Such poli -
cy shall provide for coverages required of an "owner's policy of liabil-
ity insurance" as set forth in paragraph (a) of subdivision four of
section three hundred eleven of this chapter. In lieu of such insurance
coverage as hereinabove provided, the conmissioner, in his or her
discretion and upon application of a governnental agency having regis-
tered in its nane one or nore electric scooters, may waive the require-
nent of insurance by a private insurance carrier and issue a certificate
of self-insurance, when he or she is satisfied that such governnenta
agency is possessed of financial ability to respond to judgnents
obtained against it, arising out of the ownership, use or operation of
such electric scooters. The comm ssioner may al so waive the requirenent
of insurance by a private insurance carrier and issue a certificate of
sel f-insurance upon application of any person or any other corporation,
having registered in its nane, one or nore electric scooters and
furnishing of proof that a certificate of self-insurance has been issued
and is in effect pursuant to the provisions of section three hundred
sixteen of this chapter.

2. Proof of insurance as required by this section shall be produced

and di splayed by the owner or operator of such electric scooter upon the
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request of any magistrate or any person having authority to enforce the
provisions of this chapter. The failure to produce such proof upon the
request of any such person shall not be an offense but shall be presunp-
tive evidence that such electric scooter is being operated w thout
havi ng such insurance in force and effect.

3. Proof of insurance as required by this section shall be produced
and displayed by the owner or operator of such electric scooter to any
person who has suffered or clains to have suffered either personal inju-
ry or property damage as a result of the operation of such electric
scooter by the owner or operator, if such insurance coverage was
required under the circunstances of such operation. It shall be an
affirmati ve defense to any prosecution for a violation of this subdivi-
sion that such proof was so produced or displayed within twenty-four
hours of receiving notice of such injury or damage, or the claimof such
injury or danmge.

4. No owner of an electric scooter shall operate or permt the sane to
be operated anywhere in this state other than on | ands of the owner of
the electric scooter without having in full force and effect the liabil-
ity insurance coverage required by this section, and no person shal
operate an electric scooter anywhere in this state other than on |ands
of the owner of the electric scooter with the know edge that such insur-
ance is not in full force and effect.

§ 3. Subsection (f) of section 5103 of the insurance law, as anended
by chapter 402 of the laws of 1986, is anended to read as foll ows:

(f) Every owner's policy of liability insurance issued on a
motorcycle, bicycle with electric assist, electric scooter or an al
terrain vehicle in satisfaction of the requirenents of article six or
eight of the vehicle and traffic law_ section twelve hundred forty-five
of such |law, section twelve hundred ninety of such law, or section twen-
ty-four hundred seven of such |aw shall also provide for; every owner
who nmai ntains another form of financial security on a notorcycle, bicy-
cle with electric assist, electric scooter or an all terrain vehicle in
satisfaction of the requirenments of such articles or [seetior] sections
shall be liable for; and every owner of a notorcycle, bicycle with el ec-
tric assist, electric scooter or an all terrain vehicle required to be
subject to the provisions of this article by subdivision two of section
three hundred twenty-one of such |aw shall be liable for; the paynent of
first party benefits to persons, other than the occupants of such notor-
cycle, bicycle with electric assist, electric scooter or all terrain
vehi cl e, another notorcycle, bicycle wth electric assist, electric
scooter or all terrain vehicle, or any notor vehicle, for loss arising
out of the use or operation of the notorcycle, bicycle wth electric
assist, electric scooter or all terrain vehicle within this state. Every
insurer and self-insurer may exclude fromthe coverage required by this
subsection a person who intentionally causes his own injury or is
injured while comritting an act which would constitute a felony or while
seeking to avoid Ilawful apprehension or arrest by a | aw enforcenent
of ficer.

8 4. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a law. Effective inmedi ately, the addition, anend-
ment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenen-
tation of this act on its effective date are authorized to be nmade and
conpl eted on or before such effective date.

PART C
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Section 1. The vehicle and traffic lawis anmended by adding a new
article 12-E to read as fol |l ows:
ARTICLE 12-E
BI CYCLE W TH ELECTRI C ASSI ST
AND FEI ECTRI C SCOOTER SAFETY EDUCATI ON COURSE AND LI CENSE
Section 399-u. Bicycle with electric assist and electric scooter opera-
tor's safety nmanual
399-v. lLicense for the operation of a bicycle wth electric
assist and electric scooter.
399-w. Rules and requl ations.

8 399-u. Bicycle with electric assist and electric scooter operator's
safety manual. The conmi ssioner shall develop and publish a bicycle
with electric assist and electric scooter operator's safety manual that
shall be available for distribution and accessible on the departnent's
website. The manual shall include but not be limted to the foll ow ng:

(a) an overview of traffic laws governing bicycles with electric
assist and electric scooters;

(b) the safe operation of bicycles with electric assist and electric
scooters;

(c) bicycle lanes as defined in section one hundred two-a of this
chapter; and

(d) obligations to conply with traffic control devices and markings
related to bicyclists, electric scooter operators and pedestrians.

8 399-v. License for the operation of a bicycle with electric assi st
and electric scooter. 1. Upon successful conprehension of the bicycle
with electric assist and electric scooter operator's safety nanual, a
resident may then nake an application to receive a license for the oper-
ation of a bicycle with electric assist and electric scooter.

2. (a) An application for such license shall be nmade to the conm s-
sioner and shall require an applicant to furnish proof of identity, age,.
fitness and any other information required by the conm ssioner. Such
application may al so require a photographic imge of the applicant.

(b) A nonminal fee nay be prescribed by the conm ssioner for the issu-
ance, renewal and anendnent of a |icense.

(c) Alicense shall be valid fromthe date of issuance until a date of
expiration as deternm ned by the conmni ssi oner.

8 399-w. Rules and reqgulations. The conm ssioner shall pronulgate such
rules and regulations as are necessary to effectuate the provisions of
this article. In addition to any requirenents expressly authorized by
this article, such regulations may include but not be limted to vali-
dating that a person has read and conprehends the departnent's bicycle
with electric assist and electric scooter operator's safety nanual

8 2. Subdivision 1 of section 504 of the vehicle and traffic lawis
anended by addi ng a new paragraph (a-2) to read as foll ows:

(a-2) Every license or renewal thereof issued to an applicant who has
a license for the operation of a bicycle with electric assist and el ec-
tric scooter and after subm ssion of proof as set forth in this para-
graph shall contain a distinguishing mark, in such formas the conm s-
sioner shall determine, indicating that he or she has read and
conprehends the bicycle with electric assist and electric scooter opera-
tor's safety nmnual. Such proof shall consist of a license for the
operation of a bicycle with electric assist and electric scooter that is
provi ded pursuant to section three hundred ninety-nine-v of this chap-
ter. The conmissioner shall not require fees for the issuance of such
licenses or renewals thereof containing a bicycle with electric assist

and electric scooter operator's safety manual conprehension distinguish-
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ing mark which are different fromfees otherw se required; provided,
however, that notwithstanding the provisions of this section, the
conm ssioner shall not require fees for a duplication or anendnent of a
license prior to its renewal if such duplication or anendnent was solely
for the purpose of adding a bicycle with electric assist and electric
scooter operator's safety manual conprehension distinguishing mark to
such |icense.

8§ 3. The vehicle and traffic law is anended by addi ng a new section
1246 to read as fol |l ows:

8 1246. Qperation of a bicycle with electric assist is prohibited
without a license. No person shall operate a bicycle with electric
assist on a public roadway in a city with a population of one mllion or
nore unless the operator is a holder of a license for the operation of a
bicycle with electric assist and electric scooter issued to him or her
pursuant to article twelve-E of this chapter.

8 4. The vehicle and traffic law is anended by addi ng a new section
1291 to read as fol |l ows:

8 1291. Qperation of an electric scooter is prohibited wthout a
license. No person shall operate an electric scooter on a public roadway
in a city with a population of one nmillion or nbre unless the operator
is a holder of a license for the operation of a bicycle with electric
assist and electric scooter issued to himor her pursuant to article
twelve-E of this chapter.

8 5. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have beconme a law. Effective imediately, the addition, anend-
ment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenen-
tation of this act onits effective date are authorized to be nade and
conmpl eted on or before such date.

8§ 2. Severability. If any clause, sentence, paragraph, section or part
of this act shall be adjudged by any court of conpetent jurisdiction to
be invalid and after exhaustion of all further judicial review, the
judgnent shall not affect, inpair, or invalidate the renmainder thereof,
but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, sentence, para-
graph, section or part of this act directly involved in the controversy
in which the judgnment shall have been rendered.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect inmediately; provided, however, that
the applicable effective date of Parts A through C of this act shall be
as specifically set forth in the last section of such Parts.




