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STATE OF NEW YORK

7307

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

May 19, 2023

Introduced by Sen. CANZONERI-FITZPATRICK -- read tw ce and ordered
printed, and when printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Mental
Heal t h

AN ACT to anend the mental hygiene law, in relation to providing waivers
of certain rules and regulations to pronul gate col |l aboration by nental
heal th providers

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision (a) of section 7.15 of the nental hygiene |aw,
as anended by section 3 of part | of chapter 58 of the laws of 2005, is
anended to read as foll ows:

(a) The conmi ssioner shall plan, pronote, establish, devel op, coordi-
nate, evaluate, and conduct progranms and services of prevention, diagno-
si s, exam nati on, care, treatnment, rehabilitation, training, and
research for the benefit of the nmentally ill. Such prograns shal
include but not be limted to in-patient, out-patient, partial hospital-
i zation, day care, energency, rehabilitative, and other appropriate
treatnents and services provided, however, that the commissioner, in
conjunction with the conm ssioner of the office for people with devel op-
nental disabilities, shall be authorized to waive rules and regul ations
of the office of nental health and of the departnent of health, respec-
tively, to address barriers to collaboration by nmental health providers
and providers of hone care services under this section, including barri-
ers related to nedical assistance reinbursenent, service procedures,
care coordination and direct care worker training applicable to such
providers, provided further that regulations pertaining to patient safe-
ty may not be waived, nor shall any regulations be waived if such waiver
would risk patient safety. He or she shall take all actions that are
necessary, desirable, or proper to inplenent the purposes of this chap-
ter and to carry out the purposes and objectives of the department wth-
in the ambunts made avail able therefor by appropriation, grant, gift,

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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devi se, bequest, or allocation from the nental health services fund
est abl i shed under section ninety-seven-f of the state finance |aw.

§ 2. Subdivision (a) of section 13.15 of the nental hygiene |aw, as
anended by chapter 37 of the laws of 2011, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

(a) The conmi ssioner shall plan, pronote, establish, devel op, coordi-
nate, evaluate, and conduct prograns and services of prevention, diagno-

sis, exanmnation, care, treatnent, rehabilitation, training, and
research for the benefit of individuals with devel opnental disabilities.
Such prograns shall include but not be limted to in-patient, out-pa-

tient, partial hospitalization, day care, enmergency, rehabilitative, and
ot her appropriate treatnments and services provided, however, that the
conm ssioner, in conjunction wth the conmissioner of the office for
people with developnental disabilities, shall be authorized to waive
rules and requlations of the office of nental health and of the depart-
nent of health, respectively, to address barriers to collaboration by
nental health providers and providers of hone care services under this
section, including barriers related to nedical assistance reinbursenent,
service procedures, care coordination and direct care worker training
applicable to such providers, provided further that reqgul ations pertain-
ing to patient safety may not be waived, nor shall any regul ations be
wai ved if such waiver would risk patient safety. He shall take al
actions that are necessary, desirable, or proper to inplenment the
pur poses of this chapter and to carry out the purposes and objectives of
the office within the anmounts nmade avail able therefor by appropriation,
grant, gift, devise, bequest, or allocation fromthe nental health
services fund established under section ninety-seven-f of +the state
finance | aw,

8 3. Subdivision (a) of section 19.15 of the nental hygiene |aw, as
anended by chapter 208 of the laws of 1996, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

(a) Wth the advice of the advisory council on alcoholismand
subst ance abuse services, and with the assistance of any interdepart-
mental council or comrittee heretofore or hereafter established that
shall be charged with the responsibility for interdepartnental cooper-
ation and program devel opnent in al coholism substance abuse, and chemi -
cal dependency, the comn ssioner shall pronpte, establish, coordinate,
and conduct prograns for prevention, diagnosis, treatnent, aftercare,
rehabilitation, and control in the fields of alcoholism alcohol abuse,
subst ance abuse, substance dependence, and chenical dependence in coop-
eration with such other federal, state, local, and private agencies as
are necessary and, within the anount nmade available by appropriation
therefor, inplenment and adm ni ster such programs provided, however, that
the conmi ssioner, in conjunction with the comm ssioner of the office for
people with developnental disabilities, shall be authorized to waive
rules and reqgulations of the office of nental health and of the depart-
nent of health, respectively, to address barriers to coll aboration by
nental health providers and providers of hone care services under this
section, including barriers related to nedical assistance reinbursenent,
service procedures, care coordination and direct care worker training
applicable to such providers, provided further that reqgul ations pertain-
ing to patient safety may not be waived, nor shall any reqgulations be
wai ved if such waiver would risk patient safety.

8 4. This act shall take effect immediately.




