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January 6, 2023

Introduced by Sen. SERRANO -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Energy and Tel ecomuni-
cations

AN ACT to anend the public service law, in relationto liniting certain
chargi ng practices by conmpani es that provide prepaid tel ephone calling
cards and increasing fines for violations of limtation requirements

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 92-f of the public service law is anmended by adding
a new subdivision 4-a to read as foll ows:

4-a. No conpany that provides prepaid calling services through prepaid
calling cards shall

a. calculate usage charges by rounding up beyond the next minute for
tel ephone phone calls;

b. charge mnminutes for unconnected tel ephone phone calls, including
calls that are dropped or to which there is no answer or a busy signal:

C. publicize or display advertisenents stating that there is no
connection fee associated with a plan or calling card if there is a
di sconnection fee associated with the plan or calling card.

8 2. Subdivision 8 of section 92-f of the public service law, as
added by chapter 651 of the laws of 1999, is amended to read as foll ows:

8. Enforcenent. The commi ssion shall have the power, consistent with
federal law, to assess a penalty not to exceed [ene] five thousand
dollars against any conpany that provides prepaid calling cards or
services that knowingly fails or neglects to conply with any provision
of this section or any regulation or order of the conm ssion inplenent-
ing or enforcing the provisions of this section for a first violation
and ten thousand dollars for a second or subsequent violation. Al
nmoneys recovered fromany administrative penalty shall be paid into the
state treasury to the credit of the general fund.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day
after it shall have becone a | aw

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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