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STATE OF NEW YORK

7017--A

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

May 16, 2023

Introduced by Sen. ADDABBO -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Civil Service and Pensions
-- recommitted to the Committee on Cvil Service and Pensions in
accordance with Senate Rule 6, sec. 8 -- conmittee discharged, bil
anended, ordered reprinted as anmended and reconmitted to said conmt-
tee

AN ACT to anend the general municipal |aw, the retirenment and soci al

security law and the administrative code of the city of New York, in
relation to allowing for child beneficiaries of deceased police offi-
cers and firefighters to receive accidental death benefits wuntil age

twent y- si x

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivisions 2 and 3 of section 208-b of the general rmunic-
i pal law, as added by chapter 882 of the |aws of 1958, and paragraph b
of subdivision 2 as amended by chapter 877 of the laws of 1981, are
amended to read as foll ows:

2. The death benefit shall be paid by the municipality upon the allow
ance of the claimtherefor, and shall consist of:

a. An anount equal to the salary received by such nmenber either during
the year inmedi ately preceding [kis] such nenber's death, or during the
year preceding such injuries, whichever is greater and

b. One thousand dollars, or ten percent of the deceased nenber's final
sal ary, whichever is higher, payable for each child of such nenber under
[ elghteen] twenty-six on the date of the nmenber's death.

3. The death benefit shall be paid to:

a. The nenber's widow or wi dower, or if [he] such nenber shall |eave
no wi dow or wi dower, or if [his] such wi dow or wi dower shall die before
receiving the total of the anobunts provided in subdivision two hereof,
then to

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted
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b. [H-s] Such nenber's child or children under age [eighieen] twenty-
six, in equal ampunts.

8 2. The opening paragraphs of subdivisions a, b and ¢ and subdi vi sion
f of section 208-f of the general municipal |aw, the opening paragraph
of subdivision a as anended by chapter 720 of the laws of 2023, the
openi ng paragraph of subdivision b as anended by section 1 of part Y of
chapter 55 of the |aws of 2023, the opening paragraph of subdivision c
as anmended by chapter 213 of the laws of 2023 and subdivision f as
anmended by chapter 782 of the laws of 2022, are anended to read as
fol | ows:

Notwi t hstanding any other provision of law, the special accidental
death benefit provided by this section shall be paid to the w dow or
wi dower or the deceased nmenber's children under the age of [eighteen-
of—f—a—student—uhrder—t-he—age—of—twenty-three] twenty-six, if the w dow
or wi dower has died, or to the deceased nenber's parents if the nenber
has no wi dow, w dower[~] or children under the age of [eighteen—or—a
student—under—the—age—oftwenty-three] twenty-six, of: (i) a deceased
menber of a pension or retirenent systemof a police departnent or paid
fire departnment of a city, town or village; (ii) a deceased paid nenber
of the police force of the police departnment of the New York city trans-
it authority; (iii) a deceased paid nenber of the police force of the
police departnent of the New York city housing authority; (iv) a
deceased paid nenber of the uniforned correction force of the New York
city departnment of correction; (v) a deceased paid unifornmed nmenber of a
county sheriff's departnment (outside the city of New York); (vi) a
deceased enmployee of the city of New York or the New York city health
and hospitals corporation in a title whose duties are those of an ener-
gency nedical technician or advanced energency nedical technician (as
those ternms are defined in section three thousand one of the public
health law), or in a title whose duties require the supervision of
enpl oyees whose duties are those of an energency nedical technician or
advanced energency nedical technician (as those terns are defined in
section three thousand one of the public health law); (vii) a deceased
pai d bridge and tunnel nenber of the New York city enployees' retirenent
system (viii) a deceased paid nmenber of the uniforned force of the New
York city department of sanitation; or (ix) a deceased paid deputy sher-
i ff nenber of the New York «city sheriff's departnent, providing the
wi dow or w dower is ineligible to receive benefits pursuant to section
three hundred sixty-one-a of the retirement and social security law as
anmended by chapter seven hundred thirty-three of the |aws of nineteen
hundred ninety and the deceased nenber:

The special accidental death benefit shall be paid by the county,
city, town or village which enployed the deceased nenmber at the time of
death, and shall consist of a pension which is equal to the salary of
the deceased nenber, reduced by the sum of each of the foll ow ng bene-
fits received by the wi dow or wi dower or the deceased nenber's children
under the age of [eighteen] twenty-six, if the wi dow or w dower has
died, or to the deceased nenber's parents if the nenber has no wi dow,
wi dower[+~] or children under the age of [eighteen—or—a——student—under
the—age—of—twenty-—three] twenty-six, on account of +the death of the
deceased nenber:

Commrencing July first, tw thousand twenty-three the special acci-
dental death benefit paid to a wi dow or wi dower or the deceased nenber's
children under the age of |

elghteen—-or—i+—a—studept—under—the—age—of
twenty—three] twenty-six, if the wi dow or widower has died, or to the
deceased nenber's parents if the nenber has no w dow, wdower[~] or
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children under the age of [eighteen—or—a——student—under—the—age—-oftwen—
ty—three] twenty-six, shall be escalated by adding thereto an additiona

percentage of the salary of the deceased nenber (as increased pursuant
to subdivision b of this section) in accordance with the foll owi ng sche-
dul e:

f. The special accidental death benefit shall be paid to:

1. The menber's wi dow or wi dower to continue during [his—e+—her] such
person's lifetinme. |f [he—o+—she] the nenber shall |eave no w dow or
wi dower, or if [his—e+r—her] such nenber's wi dow or wi dower shall die
before all [his—e+—her] the nenber's children shall have attained age
[e+ghLeen——e;———+i—s%adenLs—shaLL—ha¥e—aLLa+ned—%he—age—e#—;men;y-#hpea

twenty-six, or sooner die, then to

2. [His—o+—her] The nenber's child or children under age |[eighteen
9L———+L——sLudean———unde;——age—LmenLy—%*#*mﬂ twenty-six, divided in such
manner as the conptroller, in [his] the conptroller's discretion, shal
determ ne, or sooner die, then to

3. [Hs——oa+—her] The nenber’ parents if the nenber has no w dow,
wi dower[+~] or children under the age of [e+ghLeen——e#——a——s%aden%——ande#
the—age—of—twenty—three] twenty-six, for their lifetimes. Such pension

shall continue in the sane anount as received by the nmenber's w dow or
wi dower as a joint and survivor pension until every such child shal
have attai ned age [eighieer] twenty-six or sooner die.

§ 3. Subdivision d of section 361 of the retirenment and social securi-
ty law, as anended by chapter 733 of the laws of 1990, is anended to
read as foll ows:

d. The pension on account of accidental death and the reserve-for-in-
creased-t ake- hone-pay shall be paid to:

1. The nenber's wi dow or wi dower to continue during [his—e+—her] such
person's lifetine. | f [he—or—she] such nenber shall |eave no w dow or
wi dower, or if [his—er—her] such wi dow or wi dower shall die before al
[ pis—er—her] the nenber's children shall have attai ned age [e+ghteen—o+
e I v L ofhi hild hall | . I
twenpty-three—or—sooner—die] twenty-six, then to

2. [His—o+—her] The nenber's child or children under age [eighiteen-
9p——FL—sLudenLs——4H4;4mL—heF—ehFLd#en—unde#—age—;men%yu44n4yﬂ menty-5|x
divided in such manner as the conptroller in [ks] the conptroller’
discretion, shall determ ne. Such pension shall continue as a joint and
survivor pension wuntil every such child shall have attained age [ eigh—

, ,. , : ]
twenty-six, or sooner die. If no wi dow or wi dower or child under age
[ ei-ghteen—or—f—a——student—under—age—twenty—three] twenty-six, shal
survive such nenber, at the tinme of [his—er—her] such nenber's death,
then to

3. [His—o+—her] The nenber's dependent father or dependent nother, as
[ re—e+—she] such nenber shall have noninated by witten designation duly
acknow edged and filed with the conptroller. Such pension shall continue
for the I|ife of the parent so designated. |If there be no such desig-
nation, then to

4. [ H-s—e+—her] The nenber's dependent father or dependent nother, as
the comptroller, in [kis] the conptroller's discretion, shall determ ne.

Such pension shall contlnue for the Ilfe of the parent so el ected.
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8 4. The openi ng paragraphs of subdivisions a, b and ¢ and subdi vi si on
e of section 361-a of the retirenent and social security law, the open-
ing paragraphs of subdivisions a and b and subdivi sion e as anmended by
chapter 733 of the laws of 1990, and the openi ng paragraph of subdivi-
sion ¢ as anended by chapter 213 of the laws of 2023, are anended to
read as foll ows:

Not wi t hst andi ng any ot her provision of |aw, a wi dow or wi dower or the
deceased nenber's children under the age of [elghteen—-or—fF—a——student
vhder—the—age—of—twenty—three] twenty-six, if the widow or w dower has

died who is or are receiving the accidental death benefit provided by
section three hundred sixty-one of this chapter, shall also be paid the
speci al accidental death benefit authorized by this section.

The special accidental death benefit shall be payable fromthe pension
accumul ati on fund, and shall consist of a pension which is equal to the
sal ary of the deceased nmenber reduced by the sum of each of the follow
ing benefits received by the wi dow or mndomer or the deceased nenber's
children under the age of |

] twenty-six, if the mndom10r wi dower has di ed, on account
of the death of the deceased nenber:

Commrencing July first, two thousand twenty-three the special acci-
dental death benefit pald to a wi dow or wi dower or the deceased nenber's
children wunder the age of [elghteen—or—f—a—student—under—the—age—of

] twenty-six, if the widow or widower has died, shall be
escalated by adding thereto an additional percentage of the salary of
t he deceased nmenber, as increased pursuant to subdivision b of this
section, in accordance with the foll ow ng schedul e:

e. The special accidental death benefit shall be paid to:

1. The nenber's wi dow or wi dower to continue during [Bis—e+—her] such
person's lifetime. |f [he—o+—she] such nenber shall |eave no w dow or
wi dower, or if [his—e+—her] such nenber's wi dow or w dower shall die
before all [his—e+—her] the nenber's children shall have attained age
[ eghteep—er—t—a—student——shall—have—attalpedthe—age—ol—tunenty—three
or—sooner—die] twenty-six, then to

2. [H-s—o+—her] The nenber's child or children under age [eighteen—or—
H—a——student—under—the—age—oftwenty—three] twenty-six, divided in such
manner as the conptroller, in [his] the conptroller's discretion, shal
determ ne. Such pension shall continue in the sane anpbunt as received by
the nenber's wdow or wdower as a joint and survivor pension until

every such child shall have attained age [elghteep—or—FF—a—student—

] twenty-six or sooner die.
8 5. Subdivisions 2 and 3 of section 13-244 of the adm nistrati ve code

of the city of New York, as amended by chapter 733 of the laws of 1990,
are anended to read as foll ows:

2. If there be no surviving spouse, or if the surviving spouse dies
before any child of such deceased nmenber shall have attained the age of

[ & ; ,

] twenty-six years, then to [his—er—her] such
nenber's child or children under such age, divided in such manner as
such board in its discretion shall determne, to continue as a joint and
survi vor pension of one-half of [his—e+—her] such nmenber's final conpen-
sation until every such child dies or attains such age; or
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3. If there be no surviving spouse or child under the age of [elghteen
: i ; ] twenty-six
years[+] surviving such deceased nmenber, then to [his—e+—her] the
nenber's dependent father or nother, as the deceased nenber shall have
nonminated by witten designation duly acknow edged and filed with such
board; or, if there be no such nomination, then to [his—or—her] the
nmenber's dependent father or to [his—erher] the nenber's dependent
not her, as such board in its discretion shall direct, to continue for
life.
8 6. This act shall take effect inmediately.




