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STATE OF NEW YORK

6790

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

May 10, 2023

Introduced by Sen. PALUMBO -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Hi gher Education

AN ACT in relation to establishing a task force to create a conprehen-
sive plan for the future of the Southanpton canpus of Stony Brook
Uni versity

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative findings and intent. The legislature finds that
in 2006, the state of New York acquired and established a new canpus at
Sout hanpt on under the auspices of Stony Brook University. The |egisla-
ture further finds that it has nade a commtnent to nmaintain and expand
opportunities for higher education at this canpus.

However, Stony Brook University has failed to achieve the full poten-
tial of the canpus. Seventeen years after assum ng stewardship of the
Sout hanpt on canmpus, Stony Brook University has failed to adopt and
inmplement a long termplan for the canmpus. In fact, of the 41 buildings
| ocated on the canpus, 17 are considered to be unsafe for use and occu-
pancy, including historic Southanpton Hall. Further, Stony Brook Univer-
sity has failed to even apply for state and federal funding that could
have been utilized to restore or replace these buildings for future use
on the canpus.

Such negl ect is unacceptabl e.

A vision for the future of the canpus nust be created working with the
|l ocal conmunity. The first step to create that vision and realize that
the full potential of the canpus is the devel opnent of a conprehensive
pl an for the Southanpton canmpus. Such a conprehensive plan will identify
the capital investnent and programmatic initiatives that are necessary
to achieve the full potential of the campus.

Therefore, the intent of this legislation is to establish a task force
to create a conprehensive plan for the future of the Southanpton canpus.
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8 2. 1. There is hereby created the Southanpton canpus conprehensive
pl an task force.

2. Such task force shall consist of 7 voting nenbers as follows: (a)
the nmenmber of the senate representing the canpus; (b) the nmenber of the
assenbly representing the canpus; (c) the Suffolk county I|egislator
representing the canmpus; (d) the town supervisor of the town of South-
anpton; (e) the village mayor of the village of Southanpton; (f) the
chairman of the tribal trustees of the Shinnecock Indian Nation; and (g)
the president of Stony Brook University, or their designees. The task
force shall be enpowered to appoint a conmunity advisory conmittee of
not nore than 15 nenbers to include representatives of business, envi-
ronnmental , educational, civic, and conmunity interests.

3. The chair of the task force shall be elected by the task force from
anong its nmenbers. Four nenbers of the task force shall constitute a
quorum for the purposes of organizing the task force and conducting the
neetings thereof. Menbers of the task force shall serve without salary
or other conmpensation. The task force shall nmeet not less than once a
month at the Sout hanpton canpus until a final report and recommendati ons
are submitted in accordance with subdivision six of this section.

4. Such task force shall devel op recommendations for the future use of

the Southanpton canpus, including but not linmted to a conprehensive
plan and a 5 year action plan. Such plan shall consider both the capital
and program needs of the canpus to nmaxinmize its full educational and
community potential. The state university and all other state agencies
shall provide their expertise and, where possible, their resources to
assist the task force in fulfilling its duties and responsibilities.

5. Wthin 2 nonths of the effective date of this act, the task force
shall hold a public hearing. Additional hearings nay be held at the
discretion of the task force. The task force shall adopt prelimnary
recomrendations within 6 nonths of the effective date of this act.
Following the adoption of such prelimnary recomrendations, the task
force shall hold at |east one additional public hearing

6. The task force shall develop and submit a final report of recommen-
dations to the governor, the tenporary president of the senate and the
speaker of the assenbly within 9 nonths of the effective date of this
act .

8 3. This act shall take effect immediately.



