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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

May 4, 2023

Introduced by Sen. LANZA -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on El ections

AN ACT to anmend the election law, in relation to no longer permtting
the wuse of electronic absentee voting applications; and providing for
the repeal of certain provisions of such law relating thereto

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 8-408 of the election | aw is REPEALED

8§ 2. Subdivision 2 of section 8-400 of the election |aw, as anended by
chapter 746 of the laws of 2021, paragraphs (c) and (d) as separately
anmended by chapters 273 and 746 of the | aws of 2021, and paragraph (e)
as added by section 1 of part HH of chapter 55 of the |aws of 2022, is
anended to read as foll ows:

2. Aqualified voter desiring to vote at such election as an absentee
voter for any reason specified in subdivision one hereof nust nake
application for an absentee ballot on a formto be obtained and filed as
provided herein[] or by letter as provided in paragraph (d) of this
subdi vi si on[ ; i i i

(a) Application forns shall be furnished by and nmay be obtained from
any board of elections at any time until the day before such election|-

Application fornms shall also be supplied by the board of inspectors of

the election district in which applicant is a qualified voter on all of
the days provided for local registration. In addition, application fornms
shall be supplied upon the request of the person authorized to vote

pursuant to this section, any such person's spouse, parent or child, a
person residing with the applicant as a nenber of his household, or the
applicant's duly authorized agent. Application forns sent outside of the
United States to a country other than Canada or Mexico, shall be sent
airmail. Any reference to "board of elections" in the remaining

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
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provisions of this section, except with respect to the furnishing and
obtaining of applications for absentee ballots, nmeans only the board of
el ections of the county or city in which the applicant is a qualified
vot er.

(b) Applications may be filed mnth t he board of eIectrons[——%hreth

or in
person with the board of inspectors of the election district in which
the applicant is a qualified voter on one of the days provided for |ocal
regi stration.

(c) Al applications [+eguesting—an—absentee—-ballot—by—rmail—-orthrough
the—electron-c—absenteoc—ballet—appcationtronsmttal—systern] nmust be
[ eceived—by] muiled to the board of elections not later than the
fifteenth day before the election for which a baIIot is frrst

veLe#—nysL—be—reGe¢+4*L4wq or delivered to such board not Iater than t he

day before such el ection.

(d) The board of elections shall mail an absentee ballot to every
qualified voter otherwi se eligible for such a ballot, who requests such
an absentee ballot from such board of elections in witing in a letter,
tel efax indicating the address, phone nunber and the tel efax nunber from
whrch the mwrtrng is sent or other mrrtten |nstrunent [ o—an—electroaic

eLee¢+{#E;J mhrch is srgned by the voter and received by the board of
el ections not later than the fifteenth day before the election for which
the ballot is first requested and which states the address where the
voter is registered and the address to which the ballot is to be mail ed,;
provi ded, however, a mlitary voter may request a mlitary ballot or
voter registration application or an absentee ballot application in a
letter as provided in subdivision three of section 10-106 of this chap-
ter; and provided further, a special federal voter may request a speci al
federal ballot or voter registration application or an absentee ball ot
application in a letter as provided in paragraph d of subdivision one of
section 11-202 of this chapter. The board of elections shall enclose
with such ballot a formof application for absentee ballot if the appli-
cant is registered with such board of el ections.

(e) Wien nmailing an absentee ballot application to a voter the board
of elections shall provide a donmestic postage paid return envel ope. When
provi ding an absentee ballot application to a voter in-person, the board
of elections shall offer the voter a donestic postage paid return envel -
ope and provide one if requested.

8 3. This act shall take effect inmmediately.



