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STATE OF NEW YORK

6239

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

April 5, 2023

Introduced by Sen. THOWAS -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Codes

AN ACT to anmend the crimnal procedure law, in relation to protective
orders for juries

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Paragraph (a) of subdivision 1 of section 270.15 of the
crimnal procedure |law, as amended by chapter 467 of the |aws of 1985
is amended to read as follows:

(a) If no challenge to the panel is nade as prescribed by section
270.10 of this article, or if such challenge is made and disall owed, the
court shall direct that the names of not | ess than twelve nmenbers of the
panel be drawn and called as prescribed by the judiciary | aw_ _except as
otherwi se required by this section. Such persons shall take their plac-
es in the jury box and shall be imediately sworn to answer truthfully
questions asked themrelative to their qualifications to serve as jurors
in the action. In its discretion, the court may require prospective
jurors to conplete a questionnaire concerning their ability to serve as
fair and inpartial jurors, including but not linmted to place of birth,
current address, education, occupation, prior jury service, know edge
of, relationship to, or contact with the court, any party, w tness or
attorney in the action and any other fact relevant to his or her service
on the jury. An official formfor such questionnaire shall be devel oped
by the chief adm nistrator of the courts in consultation with the adm n-
istrative board of the courts. A copy of questionnaires conpleted by the
menbers of the panel shall be given to the court and each attorney prior
to exami nation of prospective jurors.

8§ 2. Subdivision 1-a of section 270.15 of the crimnal procedure |aw,
as added by chapter 684 of the laws of 1983, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
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1-a. The court may for good cause shown, upon notion of either party
or any affected person or upon its own initiative, issue a protective
order for a stated period regulating disclosure of the nanes and the
busi ness or residential address of any prospective or sworn juror to any
person or persons, other than to counsel for either party. [Such—goed

X ; ¢ ; ;
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jHo+—] | n determ ning whether good cause exists, the court may consid-
er:

(a) whether the defendant or persons acting on behalf of the defendant
have bribed, tanpered wth, or caused or attenpted to cause physi cal
infjury to or harassed a juror or prospective juror in another crimnal
action or proceeding or in the instant crimnal action or proceeding;

(b) the seriousness of the charges against the defendant, including
whet her the defendant is charged with participating in a large-scale
crimnal enterprise; and

(c) the extent of pretrial publicity concerning the crinmnal action or
pr oceedi ng.

8 3. Section 270.15 of the crimnal procedure |aw is anmended by adding
a new subdivision 1-b to read as foll ows:

1-b. If the court deternmines that a protective order should be issued
and that all jurors or prospective jurors shall be identified by sone
neans other than their names and business or residential addresses, the
court shall instruct the jury that the fact that the jury was selected
on an anonynpus basis is not a factor fromwhich any inference unfavora-
ble to the defendant nay be drawn.

8 4. This act shall take effect inmediately.




