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STATE OF NEW YORK

6127

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

March 30, 2023

Introduced by Sens. PARKER, ADDABBO, BAILEY, COWRIE -- read twi ce and
ordered printed, and when printed to be coormitted to the Committee on
Vet erans, Honel and Security and Mlitary Affairs

AN ACT to anend the veterans' services |law, the social services |aw, and
the nental hygiene law, in relation to providing veterans' housing

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The veterans' services law is anmended by adding a new
section 6-a to read as foll ows:

8 6-a. Veterans' housing. 1. For purposes of this section, the follow
ing ternms shall have the foll ow ng neanings:

a. "Transitional housing” neans tenporary housing for veterans and
shall include bridge housing and service-intensive transitional housing.

b. "Bridge housing" neans transitional housing in which a veteran nay
awai t pernmanent housing placenent. No veteran shall be required to spend
nore than ninety days in bridge housing.

C. "Service-intensive housing”" neans transitional housing in which
veterans are provided support and resources to actively seek pernanent
housi ng. Servi ce-intensive housing shall provide veterans with general -
ized case-nmanagenent, clinically appropriate care, and job training.

d. "Permanent housing"” neans |ong-term housing and shall not include
bri dge housing or service-intensive housing. Pernanent housing may be
supported through a local, state, or federal housing program

e. "Honel ess" neans a person who is undomiciled or unsheltered, and is
unable to secure pernmanent or stable housing w thout special assistance,
as determ ned by the departnent.

f. "Housing first principles" neans the approach articulated by the
United States departnent of housing and urban developnent that prior-
itizes placement of honeless individuals in housing wthout precondi-
tions and barriers to entry, such as sobriety, treatnent or service
participation requirenents.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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2. In consultation with the division of housing and comunity renewal,
the office for tenporary disability assistance, the office of nenta
health, and the office of addiction services and supports, the depart-
nent shall ensure that honel ess veterans are housed according to federa
housing first principles.

3. The departnent shall provide imediate housing to every honel ess
veteran who requests to be housed. Such housing my be transitional
housing or permanent housing and shall not be contingent on sobriety,
m nimum incone requirenents, absence of a crimnal record, or any other
conditions deened unnecessary by the state director. lLong-term service-
intensive housing shall only be provided in limted instances and only
when the veteran specifically chooses to remain in service-intensive
housing despite the availability of permanent housing. Any veteran who
chooses |ong-term service-intensive housing shall be provided a nonthly
review of all available services and housing options. Absent a veteran's
choice to remain in service-intensive housing, all honeless veterans
shall be placed in permanent housing at the first available opportunity
using federal housing first principles.

4. The departnent shall prepare and publish an annual report on its
website detailing the resources, plans, partnerships. and system capaci-
ty for housing honeless veterans. The report shall identify all sources
of data upon which it relied and shall contain recommendations on how to
better provide housing and related services to honel ess veterans.

8§ 2. Section 20 of the social services law is anended by adding a new
subdivision 9 to read as foll ows:

9. The office of tenporary and disability assistance shall consult
with the comm ssioner of veterans' services, the commissioner of the
division of housing and comunity renewal, the comr ssioner of the
office of tenporary disability assistance, the comm ssioner of the
office of nmental health, and the conmi ssioner of the office of addiction
services and supports to provide housing services to honel ess veterans
pursuant to section six-a of the veterans' services |aw

§ 3. Section 7.07 of the mental hygiene |law is amended by adding a new
subdivision (i) to read as foll ows:

(i) The office shall consult wth the conmssioner of veterans'
services, the commissioner of the division of housing and community
renewal ., the conm ssioner of the office of tenporary disability assist-
ance, and the conmssioner of the office of addiction services and
supports to provide housing services to honeless veterans pursuant to
section six-a of the veterans' services |aw

§ 4. Section 19.07 of the mental hygiene law is amended by adding a
new subdi vision (0) to read as foll ows:

(0) The office shall consult wth the conmmissioner of veterans
services, the commissioner of the division of housing and community
renewal ., the conm ssioner of the office of tenporary disability assist-
ance, and the conm ssioner of the office of nental health to provide
housing services to honel ess veterans pursuant to section six-a of the
veterans' services |aw.

8 5. This act shall take effect on the sanme date and in the sanme
manner as section 2 of part PP of chapter 56 of the laws of 2022, takes
effect.




