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2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

March 20, 2023

I ntroduced by Sens. KRUEGER, HOYLMAN S| GAL, MAY, MAYER, PARKER, RAMCS - -
read twice and ordered printed, and when printed to be comritted to
the Committee on Energy and Tel ecommunications -- reconmitted to the
Committee on Energy and Tel econmuni cations in accordance with Senate
Rule 6, sec. 8 -- reported favorably fromsaid conmttee and conmitted
to the Commttee on Finance -- conmmittee discharged, bill anended,
ordered reprinted as anended and recommitted to said comttee

AN ACT to anend the public authorities law, in relation to establishing
the electric | andscapi ng equi pnment rebate program and providing for
t he repeal of such provisions upon expiration thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The public authorities law is anmended by adding a new
section 1885 to read as fol |l ows:

§ 1885. Electric landscaping equipnent rebate program 1. There is
hereby created within the authority an electric |andscaping equipnent
rebate program The purpose of the programis to reduce greenhouse gas
eni ssions, inprove air quality, and reduce noise pollution by pronoting
the adoption of quieter, zero-emn ssion | andscapi ng equi pnent.

2. As used in this section:

(a) "Commercial landscaping business" shall nean a sol e-proprietor-
ship, firm limted liability conpany., partnership, corporation or other
business entity whose prinmary concern involves the care and nmintenance
of vards, gardens, or other outdoor |andscapes for clients, including.
but not linmted to, lawn care, gardening, and the renpval or pruning of
trees or shrubs.

(b) "Institutional or commercial applicant" shall nean a commerci al
| andscapi ng business, or a state agency, state authority, local authori-
ty, town, county, village, school district, private school., university,

not-for-profit corporation, or other nonprofit organization

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old law to be onmitted.
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(c) "Eligible lawn care device" shall nean a battery-powered electric
lawn care device that is new, has not been used or previously owned, and
is purchased or leased froma storefront or online retailer. Eligible
lawn care device shall not include corded electric equipnent, ree
nowers, or tractors used to pull other |awn care devices.

(d) "lawn care device" shall nean any device powered nechanically,
which is intended to be used or is actually used for the nmow ng of
grass, the cutting or chipping of trees, tree roots or tree branches,
the clearing of snow and ice, the clearing of |eaves or other vegetation
fromlawns, sidewal ks, public streets or public highways, and shal
include, but not be limted to, such devices as walking and riding | awn
nowers and | awn nower attachnents, |awn edgers and trimers, hedge trim
ners, leaf blowers, leaf vacuuns, nulchers, chippers, chainsaws, pole
saws, augers, cultivators and tillers, snow blowers, and snow shovel s,
as well as batteries, chargers, and power nmanagenent equi pnent for such
devi ces.

(e) "local authority" shall have the sanme neaning as in subdivision
two of section two of this chapter.

(f) "State agency" shall nean all state departnents, boards, comm s-
sions, offices or institutions.

(g) "State authority" shall have the sane neaning as in subdivision
one of section two of this chapter.

3. The authority shall create a program wthin existing appropri-
ations, to award rebates at the point of sale to institutional or
comercial applicants for eligible lawn care devices in anpbunts deter-
m ned by the authority.

4. The authority shall determne the rebate eligibility of each appli-
cant _in accordance with the requirenents of this section and rules
pronmul gated by the authority. The total anpunt of rebates allocated to
certified applicants in each fiscal year shall not exceed the anpunt of
funds available for the programin such fiscal year. Rebates shall be
allocated to applicants on a first-cone, first-served basis, determ ned
by the date the application is received, until all appropriated funds
for the fiscal year are expended or the program ends., whichever cones
first. The authority shall have authority to reduce eligible lawn care
device rebate amounts if the authority determnes that funds would
ot herwi se be exhausted prior to the end of a fiscal year.

5. The authority shall promulgate rules and regulations to inplenent
and adm nister the provisions of this section no later than two hundred
seventy days after the effective date of this section, including rules
and reqgulations relating to the types of equipnent covered under this
section and rebate anobunts for each equipnent type, the forns required
to claima rebate, the required docunentation and basis for establishing
eligibility for a rebate, procedures and quidelines for clainmng a
rebate, the collection of economc inpact data fromapplicants, and any
other requirenents the authority deens necessary. In the course of
devel oping such rules and regulations, the authority shall consult wth
rel evant stakeholders, including conmercial |andscaping businesses and
retailers selling eligible lawn care devices. The authority shal
conduct education and outreach, with infornational materials nade avail -
able in at least English and the three nbst common non-English | anguages
spoken by individuals with limted-English proficiency in the state of
New York, based on United States census data, as necessary to inform
potential applicants and nmanufacturers and retailers of eligible | amn

care devices about the electric |andscaping equi pnent rebate program
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6. The authority shall determne and publish on its website on an
ongoing basis the anount of available funding for rebates renmaining in
each fiscal year

7. No later than two years after the effective date of this section
and annually thereafter on the first of January, the authority shal
issue a report to the tenporary president of the senate, the speaker of
the assenbly, the chair of the senate conmttee on energy and tel econmu-
nications and the chair of the assenbly commttee on energy detailing
the status of the electric |andscaping equipnent rebate program Such
report shall include:

(a) the amount of funding dedicated by the authority for the program
in the preceding vear;

(b) the ampunt of eligible purchases for which a rebate was awarded;

(c) the ampunt and geographic distribution of rebates; and

(d) any other information the authority deens necessary.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately and shall expire and be
deened repeal ed January 1, 2035.




