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STATE OF NEW YORK

5355

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

March 2, 2023

Introduced by Sen. BRISPORT -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Hi gher Education

AN ACT to anmend the education law, in relation to establishing policies
for the awardi ng of posthunbus degrees

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. This act shall be known and nay be cited as "Ml quain
Jatell e Anderson's (Mel's) Law'

8 2. Subdivision 2 of section 355 of the education law is anended by
addi ng a new paragraph f-2 to read as foll ows:

f-2. Notwithstanding any law, rule or regulation to the contrary, the
state university of New York board of trustees shall establish a policy
authorizing state-operated institutions wthin the state university
system to grant posthunpbus degrees to students whose death occurs prior
to graduation. Such policy shall provide that any remanining credit
requirenents shall be waived for any student who is killed and who
ot herwi se woul d have been eliqgible for graduation had they been able to
conplete their academ c career.

§ 3. Section 6206 of the education |law is amended by adding a new
subdi vision 22 to read as foll ows:

22. Notwithstanding any law, rule or requlation to the contrary, the
board of trustees shall establish a policy authorizing institutions
within the city university of New York system to grant posthunous
degrees to students whose death occurs prior to graduation. Such policy
shall provide that any remaining credit requirenents shall be waived for
any student who is killed and who otherwi se would have been eligible for
graduation had they been able to conplete their acadenic career.

8 4. Such posthunous degrees shall not be counted in the conferred
degrees during the accreditation process or negatively inpact a school's
standi ng during the accreditation process.

8 5. This act shall take effect inmediately.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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