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STATE OF NEW YORK

5193--B

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 27, 2023

Introduced by Sens. SKOUFIS, BAILEY, BROUK, COWVRIE, COONEY, JACKSON,
MAY, MAYER -- read twice and ordered printed, and when printed to be
committed to the Conmittee on Elections -- reconmmitted to the Conmit-
tee on Elections in accordance with Senate Rule 6, sec. 8 -- comm ttee
di scharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anended and recommitted
to said conmttee -- committee discharged, bill anended, ordered
reprinted as anended and recommitted to said comrttee

AN ACT to anend the election law, in relation to establishing nonparti -
san poll nonitors

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The election |aw is anended by addi ng a new section 8-501
to read as foll ows:

8 8-501. Nonpartisan poll nmponitor. 1. For the purposes of this
section, the following terns shall have the foll owi ng neani ngs:

(a) "Civic organization" shall nean any corporation, unincorporated
association, or organization that:

(i) consists of citizens interested in providing voter information and
education, the protection of individual voters' rights, and t he
pronotion of free and equal el ection;

(ii) as part of its witten articles of incorporation, bylaws, or
charter or by separate witten declaration, has anpbng its stated
pur poses t he provision of voter information and education, the
protection of individual voters' rights, and the pronotion of free,
fair, accessible and secure el ections;

(iii) is organized or prinmarily conducts its activities within the
state of New York; and

(iv) continuously maintains an office or business location within the
state of New York, together with a current listed tel ephone nunber for
no less than one year prior to filing the statenent specified in subdi-
vision four of this section.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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(b) "Ballot issue conmittee" shall nmean a political commttee forned
to pronpte the success or defeat of any ballot proposal

2. |In addition to the watchers appointed pursuant to section 8-500 of
this title, nonpartisan poll nonitors nmay be appointed by a civic organ-
ization or a ballot issue conmittee.

3. Each civic organization and each ballot issue commttee shall be
entitled to appoint no nore than two nonparti san poll nonitors per poll -
ing place.

4. Not less than thirty-two days and not nore than forty-five days
before the first election for which the organization or conmmittee plans
to appoint nonpartisan poll nonitors, the state board of elections shal
receive a statement from any organization or ballot issue conmittee
desiring to appoint nonpartisan poll nonitors setting forth the inten-
tion of the organization or conmmittee to appoint nonpartisan poll noni-
tors.

(a) The statenent shall be signed and sworn to by the chief presiding
officer, the secretary, or sone other officer of the organization or
conmttee and shall set forth

(i) the reason why the organi zation or conmittee clains the right to
appoi nt nonpartisan poll npnitors;

(ii) the nanes and addresses of its principal officers:;

(iii) a statement specifying the civic organization or ballot issue
commttee's office address, phone number and an emil to which al
future communications shall be addressed; and

(iv) verification of Ilength of time it has maintained an office and
phone in New York, if a civic organization or, if a ballot issue comit-
tee, verifying that it has satisfied its filing obligations under
section 14-118 of this chapter.

(b) Such statenent shall also be acconpani ed by:

(i) a copy of the instructional materials the organi zation or conmt-
tee will use to train poll nonitors regarding voters' rights, as well as
basic el ection day and voting procedures under the election |aw

(ii) a copy of the volunteer pledge which the organization or conmt-
tee requires its poll nonitors to sign after receiving the training,
which explains what it neans to be a nonpartisan poll nonitor, acknow -
edges the obligation to strictly maintain nonpartisan status while serv-
ing as a poll nonitor for the appointing organization or conmittee, and
agrees to abide by the restrictions set forth in subdivision ten of this
section;

(iii) awitten conmmtnent to train its volunteer poll nonitors in
accordance with the provided instructional materials and retain a signed
copy of each assigned poll nonitor's volunteer pledge, executed pursuant
to subparagraph (ii) of this paragraph, prior to assigning that pol
nonitor to a polling place, signed under penalty of perjury by a princi-
pal officer; and

(iv) a statenent whether the requested approval is for the next inme-
diate election or for all elections occurring in the current cal endar
year subsequent to the date of application.

c) The state board of elections nay deny an organi zation or conmttee
the authorization to appoint nonpartisan poll nonitors if that organi za-
tion or conmmttee fails to furnish evidence satisfactory to the state
board of elections that the organization or conmittee is devoted to the
pur poses enunerated or has nmaintained an office and a publicized phone
nunber in New York state for no Il ess than one vear, for failure of the
required instructional materials to adequately outline basic voters
rights and relevant administrative provisions of the election |aw, or
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for failing to provide a volunteer pledge form that satisfies the
requirenents of subparagraph (iii) of paragraph (b) of this subdivision.

5. Not Jlater than two business days after receipt of a statenent of
intent to appoint nonpartisan poll npnitors under subdivision four of
this section but in no event later than the twenty-eighth day before the
upconing election., the executive directors of the state board of
elections shall approve or deny the organization's or conmittee's
aut hori zation to appoint nonpartisan poll nonitors and notify the organ-
ization or commttee of that approval or denial via emnil and overni ght
delivery, which shall be deened to have been received by the day after
transmi ssion. Authorization shall only be denied on the basis that the
applyving organi zation or comrittee fails to satisfy the requirenents of
paragraphs (a) and (b) of subdivision four of this section. If authori-
zation is denied under this subdivision. an organization or committee
may appeal the denial wth the conm ssioners of the state board of
elections by email or overnight delivery. The appeal of the denial nust
be received by the state board not later than two days after the date of
the issue of the denial, but in no event later than the twenty-fifth day
before the upconming election. Not later than twenty days before the
upconi ng election, the conm ssioners shall consider the appeal of any
denials. The conmmissioners' consideration of any appeal shall be nade

solely by review of the executive directors' denial, the oriagina
subm ssion nmde by the appealing organization and any further witten
subm ssions nade with the appeal. Based on such review, the comm ssion-

ers shall approve or deny the organization's or conmttee's authori-
zation to appoint nonitors and notify the organization or committee and
the executive directors of that decision by email. Such review may be
conducted renptely, subject to the requirenents of the open neetings |aw
for renpte or hybrid neetings.

6. No later than fifteen days before an election, the state board of
elections shall send a list of all organizations or commttee that have

been approved to appoint nonpartisan poll nonitors to all county boards

of elections. Each organization or conmmittee so approved shall provi de
the board of elections for each county in which the organization or

conmttee plans to place nonpartisan poll nonitors with a list of the
individuals it has trained and will deploy no later than two days before
the start of early voting for the relevant election. Such |list may be
anended no later than noon on the Minday before the relevant election
day.

7. Al nonpartisan poll nonitors shall be required to wear a badge
with their nane and the nane of the civic organization or conmttee the
individual is representing, and to have proper credentials. Such creden-
tials shall be issued by and under the facsinmle signatures of the rele-
vant board of elections and shall be available for distribution by the
rel evant board of elections at least ten days prior to the election.
Such credentials shall be authorized by the real or facsinle signature
of the presiding officer of the civic organization or the chair of the
ballot issue commttee, as the case may be. The presiding officer of the
civic organization or the chair of the ballot issue commttee shall not
be required to subnit the nanes or other information concerning nonpar-
tisan poll nonitors before making credentials available to such persons
Oor _organi zations.

8. For all elections, appointed nonpartisan poll nonitors pursuant to
this section shall be registered to vote in the county or city in which
the polling place to which they are assigned as a nonpartisan poll noni-

tor is located, except that residents aged sixteen and seventeen who are
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currently residing and enrolled in school in such county or <city may
serve as poll nonitors.

9. No person shall be qualified for appointnent as a nonparti san pol
noni t or:

(a) who is not a registered voter in the county or city in which the
poll site or sites they will nonitor is located, except for residents
aged sixteen and seventeen who are currently enrolled in school in such
county or city;

(b) who is a candidate for any office to be voted for at the el ection;

(c) who is a spouse, parent, child, brother or sister of any candidate
to be voted for at the el ection;

(d) who is married to a parent, child, brother or sister of any candi-
date to be voted for at the election or who is the parent of the spouse
of any candidate to be voted for at the election;

(e) who is a sheriff, deputy sheriff, nmarshal., deputy narshal or state
or municipal police officer; or

f) who has failed to sign the volunteer pledge required ursuant to
subparagraph (ii) of paragraph (b) of subdivision four of this section.

10. (a) A nonpartisan poll nonitor appointed pursuant to this section
is not pernmitted to do any of the following while inside a polling site:

(i) query, solicit or interview voters

(ii) make audio or video recordings of any voter or ballot.

(iii) in any manner intervene or interfere with the adnmnistration of
the el ection.

(iv) fail to conply with all instructions given to themby election
officials even if they disagree with those instructions.
(b) Nothing in this section shall prohibit a nonpartisan poll nonitor

from assisting a voter upon personal request of such voter and upon the
nonpartisan poll nonitor taking the oath required by section 8-306 of
this article; provided however, a nonpartisan poll nonitor shall not be
required to take such oath unless such nonitor wll be assisting a
voter, and provided further, nothing in this section shall be construed
to otherwi se prevent non-electioneering commnication with voters that
occurs outside of a polling place.

11. A nonpartisan poll nonitor appointed pursuant to this section nay
do one or nore of the foll ow ng

(a) observe the manner in which the duties of the election inspectors
are bei ng perforned.

(b) bring to an election inspector's attention any of the follow ng:

(i) inproper handling of a ballot by an elector or election inspector.

(ii) canpaigning or electioneering being perfornmed by an election
inspector or other person in violation of this chapter.

(iii) an election procedure that is not being properly perforned.

(iv) a violation of election law or other prescribed election proce-
dure.

(c) remnin during the canvass of votes and until the statenent of
returns is duly signed and nmade.

d) assist any voter upon request.

(e) keep records of votes cast.

12. Nonpartisan poll nonitors shall present their credentials to an
el ection inspector upon entering any polling place to which they may be
assigned, which credentials shall be in substantially the follow ng
form

POLL MONI TOR CREDENTI ALS
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In accordance wth the provisions of the Election Law, the undersigned

is authorized to appoint (nane of poll nonitor) who resides
at (address) in the county of , (t own-
ship or nmunicipality) of (nane), State of New York and

who is duly registered to vote fromthis address, to act as a poll noni-
tor, at the polling place(s) located in the (county or city) of

at _the (special, primary or general) election to
be held on (insert date).

(Signature of Appointing Authority)
TITLE (civic organization president,
Ball ot issue committee chair)

Under penalty of perjury, the undersigned poll nonitor certifies that
such poll nonitor resides at (address) in the county of
(township or nunicipality) of (nane), State of New

York, and is duly registered to vote in New York

(Election District & Assenbly (Signature of Poll Mbnitor)
District in
Whi ch Poll Monitor Resides)

13. Nonpartisan poll nonitor credentials properly executed and signed
shall be proof of the qualifications of the nonpartisan poll nonitor
authorized thereby. After presenting such credentials to an election
inspector, the credentials are retained by the nonitor but turned in to
an election inspector at the final polling |ocation which a npnitor
visits and returned to the relevant board of elections at the end of the
day of election with the other election materials. A nonpartisan pol
nonitor may leave and reenter the polling place provided that such
continuing action does not disrupt the conduct of the election. Nonpar-
tisan poll nonitors nmay be substituted during the course of the day, but
qualified civic organizations can have only as many nonpartisan pol
nonitors at any given tine as are authorized in this section. A substi-
tute shall present their signed credential to the inspectors of election
upon entering the polling place and shall wear the required badge.

14. There shall be no nore than two nonpartisan poll nonitors from any
organi zation or conmmittee at any polling place at the sane tine. If nore
than one organization or conmttee assigns nonpartisan poll nonitors to
the sane polling place., then election inspectors may limt the nunber of
nonpartisan poll nonitors, with only one nonitor from each organi zation
or conmmittee within the polling place at the sane tine, up to a limt of
four separate organizations or conmttees.

§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.




