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STATE OF NEW YORK

4966

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 17, 2023

Introduced by Sen. JACKSON -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Hi gher Education

AN ACT to establish the differentiated |earning environment task force
and providing for the repeal of such provisions upon expiration there-
of

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The legislature hereby establishes the differentiated
|l earning environment task force, referred to hereinafter as the "task
force", to conduct a conprehensive study on the way col |l eges and univer-
sities are preparing future teachers to work in urban settings and to
offer differenti ated cl assroons.

8 2. For the purposes of this act the followi ng terns shall have the
fol | owi ng neani ngs:

(a) "Differentiated |earning environment” shall nean | earning methods
desi gned to address individual students' diverse |earning needs; and

(b) "Language-based | earning differences" shall nean devel opnental or
learning disabilities where a student has a problem or problenms wth
age- appropriate reading, spelling, witing and/or math.

§ 3. Such task force shall consist of eleven nmenbers with denonstrated
experience in issues relating to the work of the task force. The nenbers
of the task force shall be appointed as foll ows:

(a) two nenbers shall be appointed by the governor;

(b) two nenbers shall be appointed by the tenporary president of the
senat e;

(c) two nmenbers shall be appointed by the speaker of the assenbly;

(d) one nmenber shall be appointed by the mnority | eader of the assem
bly;

(e) one nenber shall be appointed by the mnority |eader of the
senat e;
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(f) two nenbers shall be appointed by the chancellor of the board of
regents; and

(g) one nenber shall be the conm ssioner of the department of educa-
tion or their designee.

8 4. The task force shall be chaired by the conmissioner of the
departnent of education or their designee. Menbers of the task force
shal | receive no conpensation for their services but shall be reinbursed
for their actual expenses incurred in the performance of their duties in
the work of the task force.

8 5. Appointments shall be made within 60 days of the effective date
of this act. Any vacancies in the nenbership of the task force shall be
filled in the same manner provided for in the initial appointnent.

8 6. The task force may consult wth any organization, governnent
entity, or person, in the developnent of its report required under
section seven of this act.

8 7. On or before one year after the effective date of this act, the
task force shall submt to the governor, the tenporary president of the
senate, the speaker of the assenbly, the mnority |eader of the senate
and the mnority I|eader of the assenbly a report containing, but not
limted to:

(a) A dual certification process for teachers to be certified in both
speci al education and | anguage-based | earning differences; and

(b) A conprehensive professional developnment training programfor
persons who are teachers and those who are studying to be teachers to
| earn the basics of differentiated | earning environnents.

8 8. This act shall take effect inmediately and shall expire 24 nonths
after it shall have beconme a | aw when upon such date the provisions of
this act shall be deened repeal ed.



