OCOoO~NOUIRWN P

STATE OF NEW YORK

478-- A

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 4, 2023

I ntroduced by Sens. SALAZAR, HARCKHAM -- read tw ce and ordered printed,
and when printed to be conmmitted to the Cormttee on Judiciary --
recommitted to the Conmttee on Judiciary in accordance wth Senate
Rule 6, sec. 8 -- reported favorably fromsaid conmttee and conmitted
to the Committee on Finance -- commttee discharged, bill anended,
ordered reprinted as anended and recommitted to said conmittee

AN ACT to anend the executive law, in relation to establishing the
ki nship |l egal network program

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The executive |law is anended by adding a new section 501-i
to read as foll ows:

8 b501-i. Kinship legal network program 1. There is hereby created
within the office of children and fanmily services a kinship |egal
network program Such program shall be conprised of not-for-profit |egal
services organizations and not-for-profit agencies serving kinship care-
givers, as defined by subdivision twenty-two of section three hundred
seventy-one of the social services |aw

2. The kinship |l egal network program shall

(a) provide legal representation to kinship caregivers in matters
including, but not limted to:

(i) custody and guardi anshi p:

(ii) child support:

(iii) abuse and negl ect;

(iv) adoption;

(v) eligibility for public benefits, including, but not linmted to,
public assistance and supplenental nutrition assistance program bene-
fits; and

(vi) foster care certification; and

(b) establish and coordinate a statewide Kkinship information and
referral network.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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3. (a) The office of children and fanmly services shall provide grants
of not less than eight mllion dollars annually to eligible not-for-pro-
fit legal services organizations and not-for-profit agencies serving
ki nship caregivers to provide kinship legal network services pursuant to
subdi vision two of this section.

(b) Each not-for-profit legal organization shall be awarded no nore
than fifteen percent of the funding provided pursuant to paragraph (a)
of this subdivision to coordinate and support the kinship |l egal network
program through the followi ng activities:

(i) data collection;

(ii) assisting in preparing the report required pursuant to subdivi-
sion four of this section;

(iii) task force neetings; and

(iv) technical assistance.

4. The conmmissioner of children and famly services, on or before
Cctober first, two thousand twenty-five, and biannually thereafter,
shall subnmit a report to the chair of the senate finance comrmittee and
the chair of the assenbly ways and neans conmmittee. Such report shal
include, but not be linmted to:

(a) a review of the basis for selection of entities participating in
the kinship |l egal network program

(b) the administrative nethod used to carry out the kinship |egal
net wor kK _program

(c) the nunber of kinship caregivers assisted through the kinship
|l egal network program and whether their legal matter was resolved by
counsel and advice or representation at an admnistrative or court
proceedi ng, and the outcones of such proceedings; and

(d) whether such outcones were reached by settlenent or adninistrative
or judicial decision.

§ 2. This act shall take effect inmmediately.




