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STATE OF NEW YORK

4780

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 14, 2023

Introduced by Sen. SANDERS -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Social Services

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to additional state
paynment assi stance

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The social services law is anmended by addi ng a new section
213 to read as foll ows:

8 213. Additional state paynent assistance. 1. If there is no agree-
nent in effect for federal adnnistration of additional state paynents
pursuant to section two hundred eleven of this title, the comni ssioner
of the office of tenporary and disability assistance shall be responsi-
ble for providing assistance to applicants for or recipients of such
paynments as it relates to applying for, nodifying or maintaining such
benefits in order to ensure nmaxinmum participation by eligible individ-
uals. The commissioner shall contract with one or nore not-for-profit
providers that have rel evant experience with serving individuals with
disabilities and, availability and accessibility to this particular
popul ation for the purpose of providing such assistance in accordance
with this section

2. Such assistance shall include, but not be limted to: (a) assisting
with neeting eligibility requirenents including gathering docunentation
which may be necessary to determne eligibility or the appropriate |evel
of benefits; (b) explaining relevant docunentation as it relates to an
individual's benefit to help ensure individuals understand their bene-
fits and are receiving the appropriate level of benefits; (c) assisting
individuals to access the fair hearing process by securing any necessary
docunentation and providing referrals for |egal advocacy; (d) providing
the option of in person assistance and when necessary, providing such
assi stance at the individual's residence or other appropriate |ocations,
such as a hospital; and (e) identifying eligible individuals who are not
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receiving such benefits and conducting outreach to provide themwth
informati on and assi stance as described in paragraphs (a) through (d) of
this subdivision to secure and maintain such benefits and identifying
systenmic barriers encountered by individuals with disabilities applying
for and maintaining such benefits. Such not-for-profit provider shal
report on such findings on an annual basis to the governor, the tenpo-
rary president of the senate, the speaker of the assenbly, and the
chairs of the assenbly and senate standing comrttee on social services,
with the initial report to be provided on January first, two thousand
twenty-four.

3. To the extent necessary and appropriate to facilitate and effectu-
ate the requirenments of this title, such not-for-profit provider shal
coordinate and cooperate with the federal social security admnistration
as it pertains to individuals for which they are providing services as
required by this section.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect imediately.




