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STATE OF NEW YORK

4644

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 13, 2023

Introduced by Sens. KENNEDY, SEPULVEDA -- read tw ce and ordered print-
ed, and when printed to be conmtted to the Committee on Housing,
Constructi on and Comunity Devel opnent

AN ACT to anend the executive law, in relation to standards for fire
hydrant systens; and providing for the repeal of certain provisions
upon expiration thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 378 of the executive law is anended by adding two
new subdi visions 20 and 21 to read as foll ows:

20. a. Standards for fire hydrant systens shall require:

(i) periodic fire hydrant tests, fire hydrant flushing, and fire
hydrant water flow tests as required by the designated |ocal official or
contracted designee according to the standards and gui dance established
by the national fire protection association

(ii) provided., however, each fire hydrant shall be flushed annually,
and fire hydrant water flow tests shall be conducted a mninum of once
per five years; and

(iii) records of fire hydrant tests, fire hydrant flushing, and fire
hydrant water flow tests perforned on each fire hydrant shall be main-
tained for a period of at least ten years by the |ocal authority respon-
sible for conducting such inspections.

b. For the purposes of this section, a fire hydrant system shall be
defined as a systemof pipes and valves situated and maintained for
firefighting purposes delivering a water supply with sufficient pressure
and flow with a connection point by which firefighters can access it
without restriction as to the use for that purpose. The location is such
that it is accessible for inmmediate use of the fire authority at al
tines.

21. The departnent of public service shall transmt a request for
information to each water-works corporation serving fifty thousand or
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nore water users, water authority within the state, and nunicipal public
works departnent requesting any and all infornmation related to fire

hydrant nmi ntenance, servicing, testing, and replacenent.

a. The departnent of public service shall seek from each water-works
corporation serving fifty thousand or nore water users, water authority,
and nuni ci pal public works departnent the follow ng information:

(i) all invoices associated with nmaintenance, servicing, inspection,
or repair of fire hydrants for a period of at |east one year; and

(ii) al records associated with the nmintenance, servicing
inspection, or repair of fire hydrants for a period of at |east one
year.

b. Each water-works corporation serving fifty thousand or nore water
users, water authority, or municipal public works departnent that
receives a request for infornmation fromthe departnent of public service
pursuant to this subdivision shall cooperate fully with such departnent,
provide such information in a tinely manner, and conply with any ot her
requests and requirenents deenmed appropriate by such departnent.

c. The departnent of public service shall issue a report within twelve
nonths of the effective date of this subdivision on information
collected fromeach water authority and public works departnent regard-
ing fire hydrant nmintenance, servicing, inspection, or repair. Such a
report shall include a conprehensive analysis of the frequency of each
authority's or public works departnment's maintenance and inspection of
fire hydrants. The department of public service shall include any recom
nendations that would achieve a nore uniform period of hydrant mainte-
nance and inspection. Such departnment shall include in the report the
identity of any water-works corporation serving fifty thousand or nore
wat er users, water authority, or nunicipal public works departnent that
received a request for information from the departnent but did not
provide information in a tinely or conplete nmanner. If a water-works
corporation serving fifty thousand or nore water users, water authority,
or municipal public works departnent is not responsible for maintaining
and inspecting fire hydrants, a statenent indicating no responsibility
to inspect shall be transmitted to the departnent of public service in
response to any request for information. Such departnent shall post a
copy of the full report to the governor, the tenporary president of the
senate, the speaker of the assenbly, and each nenber of the |egislature.

§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately; provided that the
provisions of subdivision 21 of section 378 of the executive |law, as
added by section one of this act, shall expire and be deened repeal ed on
the one hundred twentieth day after the departnment of public service has
submtted its conpleted report provided, further, that the department of
public service shall notify the legislative bill drafting comission
upon the occurrence of the subm ssion of the conpleted report in order
that the comm ssion nmay naintain an accurate and tinely effective data
base of the official text of the |laws of the state of New York in furth-
erance of effectuating the provisions of section 44 of the legislative
| aw and section 70-b of the public officers |aw




