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STATE OF NEW YORK

4578

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 10, 2023

Introduced by Sen. RAMOS -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Children and Families

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to establishing the
not hers and infants |asting change all owance

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the "nothers
and infants lasting change ("M LC') all owance".

8§ 2. Legislative findings and intent. The |egislature hereby finds and
declares that child poverty in New York city and cities across New York
state is shanmefully high and wll likely worsen if current econonic
trends continue. Half of the top six cities inthe United States wth
t he highest child poverty rates are in New York state, disproportionate-
ly affecting communities and children of color. In New York city, nearly
1 in 4 children live in poverty. In Rochester and Buffal o, that nunber
is even higher: 1 in 2 children live in poverty.

The |l egislature hereby finds and declares that New Yorkers are wunable
to cover their basic necessities and support their fanilies, particular-
ly in the face of rising interest rates and inflation. Mst notably, the
cost of childcare, which already consunes a massive portion of famly
i ncone, rose 41%during the pandenic, and the total cost of raising a
child through high school has risen to nore than $300,000, which is a
$26, 000 increase fromfive years ago and is likely to present a heavier
burden for Jlowincome parents and famlies for whom expenses such as
food, housing, and gas conprise an even |arger portion of their incone.

The legislature hereby finds and declares there is overwhel nm ng
evidence that the prenatal-to-three and early chil dhood devel opnent
period are critical for a child' s future prospects and affects their
physical, nental, enotional and social outcones over a lifetinme. A
programtargeting infants in this formati ve phase would help break the
i ntergenerational cycle of poverty rather than attenpting to mitigate it

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmtted
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later on, <creating a positive inpact on children's lives and saving
governnent funds down the road.

The legislature hereby finds and declares it is proven that unre-
stricted cash is a direct and effective solution to alleviating poverty
and neeting needs for famlies. This was shown on a national level with
t he overwhel m ng success of the expanded Child Tax Credit, which Ilifted
mllions of children out of poverty with its nonthly paynments and led to
a 41% spike in child poverty the first nonth it expired. The unre-
stricted cash intervention further proved how an investnent in the
earliest days of life can have multiplying effects: studies have found
that a pernmanent expansion of the expanded Child Tax Credit would have
generated 10 tines as nmuch revenue as it cost. New York state has
recently nmade a conmitment through the Child Poverty Reduction Act in
Decenber 2021 to reduce child poverty by 50% over the course of ten
years, with the support of the Child Poverty Reduction Advisory Council,
and there is an opportunity for unrestricted cash to support this goal
and help the state reach its target.

Therefore, the legislature hereby finds and declares that New York
state has an opportunity and obligation to invest in its nost vul nerable
residents by |eading the fight against chil dhood poverty, and toward an
equitable econonmy for all, through a guaranteed income program for
i nfants.

§ 3. Article 6 of the social services law is anended by adding a new
title 4-Cto read as foll ows:

TITLE 4-C
MOTHERS AND | NFANTS LASTI NG CHANGE ("M LC') ALLOAMNCE
Section 409-o0. Mdthers and infants |asting change all owance.

8 409-o0. Mdthers and infants lasting change allowance. 1. Wthin one
vear of the effective date of this section, the departnent shall estab-
lish a nothers and infants lasting change all owance pilot programto
support lowincone famlies for three nonths of pregnancy and eighteen
nmonths of a child's life. Such pilot programshall be in effect for
twent y- one nonths.

2. (a) The departnment, in coordination wth local social services
districts, shall develop criteria that local social services districts
shall use to select a total of fifteen thousand eligible famlies for
participation in the program

(b) Eligible individuals chosen for participation in the program shal
receive a subsidy of one thousand dollars per nonth for the last three
nmont hs of pregnancy and the first nine nonths of a child's life and five
hundred dollars per nonth for the last nine nonths of participation in
the program

(c) The departnent shall allocate the necessary funds to | ocal social
services districts for selected eligible selected participants.

(d) Monthly distributions shall be nade by local social services
districts on the first of each nonth for the duration of the programto
the eligible selected participants.

3. Eligible participants shall

(a) have an incone which is below twd hundred percent of the federa
poverty line. Such incone shall be proven by providing one of the
fol |l owi ng:

(i) afiled tax return fromthe previous year:;

(ii) aletter froman enployer docunenting the dates of work of the
applicant and the yearly pay fromthe enployer;

(iii) a W2 or 1099 formfromthe previous tax year; or
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(iv) a wage notice provided pursuant to section one hundred ninety-
five of the labor law that docunents enploynent for a period of tine
within six nonths prior to the date the applicant certifies that he or
she becane eligible;

(b) participate in nmonthly surveys provided by the departnent; and

(c) neet any other criteria deened necessary by the departnent.

4. O the fifteen thousand eligible participants:

(a) Ten thousand participants shall reside in a city with a population
of two hundred thousand or nore; and

(b) Five thousand participants shall reside in a rural area as defined
in section twenty-nine hundred fifty-one of the public health | aw

5. The department., in coordination wth local social services
districts, shall assist eligible participants with access to resources,
subsidy nmanagenent., and anything else deened necessary by the depart-
nent.

6. The department and |ocal social services districts shall conduct a
monthly survey to determne the inpact of the program The depart nent
shall prepare an interimreport regarding the first twelve nonths of the
program which shall be conpleted by the eighteenth nonth of the program
and a final report shall be made no later than twelve nonths after the
conpletion of the twenty-one nonth program

8§ 4. Paragraph (a) of subdivision 8 of section 131-a of the socia
services law is anended by adding a new subparagraph (xi) to read as
foll ows:

(xi) Any financial assistance received by individuals fromthe nothers

and infants lasting change ("MLC"') allowance. Such exenption and
disregard shall be applicable for the length of tine the individua
receives the allowance. The comm ssioner shall seek federal waiver

authority to disregard the incone fromthe nothers and infants | asting
change ("M LC"'") all owance for the purpose of the supplenental nutrition

assi stance program
8§ 5. This act shall take effect inmediately.




