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STATE OF NEW YORK

45

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

(Prefil ed)
January 4, 2023

Introduced by Sen. TEDI SCO -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Finance

AN ACT to anend the elder law, in relation to establishing an elderly
dental insurance coverage progran and making an appropriation there-
for

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Article 2 of the elder law is anended by adding a new title
4 to read as foll ows:
TITLE 4
ELDERLY DENTAL | NSURANCE
COVERAGE PROGRAM

Section 270. Definitions.
271. Elderly dental insurance coverage program
272. Programeligibility.
273. Regul ati ons.
274. Penalties for fraud and abuse.
8 270. Definitions. For purposes of this title, the terns:
1. "Incone" shall nean "household gross incone" as defined in the rea
property tax circuit breaker credit program pursuant to subparagraph
(C) of paragraph one of subsection (e) of section six hundred six of the

tax law, but only shall include the incone of program applicants and
spouses and shall exclude the incone of other nenbers of the househol d.

2. "Resident" shall nean an individual legally donmiciled within the
Sstate.

8 271. Elderly dental insurance coverage program The director shal
establish an elderly dental insurance coverage program in consultation
with the conmi ssioner of civil service, within the state enpl oyee denta
i nsurance plan. Such program shall provide conprehensive and routine
dental care services to senior residents who neet the programeliqgibil-

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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ity requirenents established in section two hundred seventy-two of this
title. Such programshall only be available in Dutchess, Kings, Sarato-
ga., Schenectady, U ster, Warren and Washington counties until such date
that the director determ nes that expandi ng such program shall be appro-

pri ate.
8§ 272. Program eligibility. 1. Persons eligible for coverage under
section two hundred seventy-one of this title shall include:

(a) any unnarried resident who is at least sixty-five years of age and
whose inconme for the calendar year imediately preceding the effective
date of this title, is less than or equal to twenty-two thousand
dollars. After the initial determ nation of eligibility, each eligible
individual nmust be redetermined eligible at |east every twenty-four
nont hs; and

(b) any married resident who is at |east sixty-five years of age and
whose incone for the calendar year immediately preceding the effective
date of the annual coverage period when conbined with the incone in the
same cal endar year of such married person's spouse beginning on or after
January first, two thousand twenty-four, is less than or equal to twen-
ty-five thousand dollars. After the initial determnation of eliqgibil-
ity, each eligible individual nust be redetermined eligible at |east
every twenty-four nonths.

2. Eligibility for assistance under this title shall not be granted to
any person who at the tine an application is nade IS receiving equivV-
alent or better coverage fromany other public or private third party
paynent source or insurance plan than those benefits provided for under
this title.

3. The director shall establish a sliding scale such that the nore
incone a person eligible for coverage pursuant to this title has, the
hi gher such person's premum and program costs shall be. The exact
anpunt of prem um expense per eligible person shall be determ ned by the
current negotiated premiumbetween the state and the state enployee

dental plan.
8§ 273. Regulations. Programregul ations shall

1. Provide for a process of deternmning and redeternmining eligibility
for participation in this programincluding provisions for subnission of
proof of income, age., and residency and infornation on existing conplete
or partial coverage of dental expenses under a third party assistance or
insurance pl an;

2. Provide for a fair hearing process for individuals and participat-
ing dentists to appeal deternm nations or actions of the contractors;

3. Establish procedures for the state to recover the value of benefits
or paynments made under this title, if any, that were based on applica-
tions or clains subnitted in violation of any provision of this title;
and

4. Establish procedures to ensure that all information obtained on
persons pursuant to this title shall remain confidential and shall not
be disclosed to persons or agencies other than those entitled to such

information because such disclosure is necessary for the proper adm nis-

tration of the program established pursuant to this title.
8 274. Penalties for fraud and abuse. 1. Any person who know ngly

nakes a false statenent or representation, or who by deliberate conceal -
nent of any material fact, or by inpersonation or other fraudul ent
device, obtains or attenpts to obtain or aids or abets any person to
obtain any benefit under this title to which he or she is not entitled,
shall be guilty of a violation punishable by a fine of not nbre than two
hundred fifty dollars per occurrence.
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2. Any person who, having nade application to receive any benefit
under this title for the use and benefit of another and having received
it, knowingly and willfully converts such benefit or any part thereof to
a use other than for the use and benefit of such other person, shall be
guilty of a violation punishable by a fine of not nore than two hundred
fifty dollars per occurrence.

3. Any person who, with intent to defraud., presents for allowance or
paynment any false or fraudulent claim for furnishing services or
ner chandi se, or knowingly submits false infornmation for the purpose of
obtaining greater conpensation than that to which he or she is legally
entitled for furnishing services or nerchandise, or knowingly submits
false information for the purpose of obtaining authorization for
furni shing services or nerchandi se under this title, shall be guilty of
a class A m sdeneanor.

8 2. The sum of twenty mllion dollars ($20,000,000), or so
much thereof as may be necessary, is hereby appropriated to the depart-
ment of civil service out of any noneys in the state treasury in the
general fund to the credit of the |ocal assistance account, not other-
Wi se appropriated, and rmade i nmedi ately available, for the purpose of
carrying out the provisions of this act. Such noneys shall be payable on
the audit and warrant of the conptroller on vouchers certified or
approved by the president of the department of civil service in the
manner prescribed by |aw

8§ 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a |aw. Effective inmediately, the addition, anend-
ment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenen-
tation of this act on its effective date are authorized to be nmde and
conmpl eted on or before such effective date.




