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2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 7, 2023

I ntroduced by Sen. FERNANDEZ -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Environnental Conservation

AN ACT to anend the environnental conservation law, in relation to
prohibiting the issuance of permts authorizing the use of wld
animals in circuses or traveling animal acts

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The environnental conservation |law is anended by adding a
new section 11-0541 to read as foll ows:

8 11-0541. Prohibition on the issuance of pernits authorizing the use of
wld animals in circuses or traveling animl acts.

1. The departnent shall not issue a permit or license, including, but
not limted to, an education or exhibition permt or an endangered or
threatened species |license, authorizing the exhibition of a wild ani mal
in a circus notwithstanding a valid United States departnent of agricul-
ture license, or a traveling aninal act.

2. Such a prohibition shall not apply to:

a. afacility accredited by the Association of Zoos and Aquari uns;

b. awildlife sanctuary.

3. For the purposes of this section the following terns shall have the
fol l owi ng neani ngs:

(a) "traveling animal act" shall nean any performance of wild animals
where such aninmls are transported to, from or between |ocations for
the purpose of such perfornmance; and

(b) "performance"” shall nean any exhibition or public showing in which
wild animals are required to performtricks, give rides, or participate
as acconpani nents for the entertainnent, anusenent, or benefit of a live
audi ence._

8 2. This act shall take effect Decenber 31, 2024.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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