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| N SENATE

February 7, 2023

I ntroduced by Sen. SEPULVEDA -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be comritted to the Conmittee on Crine Victins, Crinme and
Correction

AN ACT to anend the correction law, in relation to prohibiting
corrections enployees fromparticipating in degradi ng behavi or towards
i ncarcerated persons or fell ow enpl oyees

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 5 of section 137 of the correction |aw, as
amended by chapter 322 of the laws of 2021, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

5. No incarcerated individual in the care or custody of the departnent
shal |l be subjected to degrading, racist or discrinmnatory treatnent, and
no officer or other enmployee of the department shall inflict any blows
what ever upon any incarcerated individual, unless in self defense, or to
suppress a revolt or insurrection. Wen any incarcerated individual, or
group of incarcerated individuals, shall offer violence to any person,
or do or attenpt to do any injury to property, or attenpt to escape, or
resi st or disobey any lawful direction, the officers and enpl oyees shal
use all suitable neans to defend thenselves, to nmaintain order, to
enforce observation of discipline, to secure the persons of the offen-
ders and to prevent any such attenpt or escape. No enployee of the
departnent shall insult an incarcerated individual or departnent enploy-
ee by calling such individual a degrading nane or otherw se engaging in
treatnment intended to huniliate, offend, provoke or denigrate such indi-
vi dual based on his or her age, race, creed, <color, national origin
sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, mlitary status,
sex, disability, predisposing genetic characteristics, or the nature of
the individual's crine of conviction. Any enployee who engages in such
degrading treatnent of an incarcerated individual or another enployee
shall be disciplined by the departnent and may have their enpl oynent
termi nated for cause.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, nmatter in brackets
[-] is old law to be omtted.
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