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STATE OF NEW YORK

4311

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 7, 2023

I ntroduced by Sens. SEPULVEDA, HARCKHAM NMAYER -- read tw ce and ordered
printed, and when printed to be comritted to the Conmittee on Agricul -
ture

AN ACT to amend the agriculture and markets law, in relation to prohib-
iting the operation of establishments where animals and/or fows are
sl aught ered and butchered for food

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative intent. The legislature hereby finds that
energency neasures must be enacted to help prevent the spread of zoonot-
ic and other infectious diseases. Experts throughout the world have
concluded that the COVID-19 crisis is likely attributable to a live
ani mal market. I nspection reports fromthe departnment of agriculture
and markets indicate ongoing health, safety and wel fare problens at New
York's markets. Hundreds of thousands of human |ives have al ready been
lost and nillions of people have been sickened during the COVID 19
pandemic. The purpose of this lawis to elinminate one potential vector
for the transmi ssion of zoonotic diseases, live aninmal markets, and the
suffering it causes therefromat least until there is further exam na-
tion by infectious disease experts of +the nexus between zoonotic
di seases and |ive aninmal markets.

8§ 2. The agriculture and narkets law is amended by addi ng a new
section 96-ee to read as follows:

8§ 96-ee. Prohibition of the operation of establishnments where aninals
and/or fows are slaughtered for food. 1. Notwi thstanding any provision
of lawto the contrary:

(a) the conm ssioner shall not license any person, firm partnership
or corporation to operate any place or establishment where animals
and/or fows are slaughtered or butchered for food;

(b) the conm ssioner shall inmediately suspend the license of any
person, firm partnership or corporation that currently holds a |license

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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issued by the conmi ssioner to operate any place or establishnment where
aninmals and/or fows are slaughtered or butchered for food; and

(c) no person, firm partnership or corporation that currently holds a
license issued by the conmmi ssioner to operate any place or establishnent
where animals and/or fows are slaughtered or butchered for food shal
operate such establishnent after the effective date of this section

2. (a) Atask force on public health risks and animal welfare concerns

of sl aught erhouses is hereby established. Such task force shall conduct

and conplete a thorough exam nation of facilities heretofore |icensed by
the departnent under this article and their effect on public health and

safety and animal welfare.

(b) Such task force shall consist of seven nenbers, to be appointed as
follows: one nenber to be appointed by the governor; twd nenbers to be
appointed by the tenporary president of the senate; two nenbers to be
appoi nted by the speaker of the assenbly; one nenber to be appointed by
the comm ssioner or his or her designee; and one nenber to be appointed
by the conmmi ssioner of health or his or her designee. Appointees shal
have expertise in infectious diseases, and, in particular, the potential
spread of diseases between animals raised or slaughtered for food and
humans. At |east one such representative shall be froma duly incorpo-
rated aninmal welfare organization., and at | east one such representative
shall be a licensed veterinarian who is not enployed by a governnent
agency.

(c) No nenber, officer or enployee of such task force shall be
disqualified fromholding any other public office or enploynent, nor
shall he or she forfeit any such office or enploynent by reason of his
or her appointnent pursuant to this section, notwithstanding the
provisions of any general., special or local law, ordinance or city char-
ter.

(d) The nenbers of such task force shall receive no conpensation for
their services, but shall be allowed their actual and necessary expenses
incurred in the performance of their duties pursuant to this section.

(e) Such task force shall make a report of its findings to the gover-
nor, the tenporary president of the senate, and the speaker of the
assenbly within one year of the date of the first neeting of the task
force, which shall take place within thirty days of the appointnent of
the task force representatives. Such report shall include recomenda-
tions for further action and |l egislation.

3. Nothing in this section shall be construed to apply to any facili -
ties other than live poultry or snmall animal sl aughterhouses pursuant to
this article which are open to the public.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect inmmediately.




