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STATE OF NEW YORK

2956

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 26, 2023

Introduced by Sen. HINCHEY -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Energy and Tel ecomuni-
cations

AN ACT to anmend the public authorities law, in relation to authorizing
the New York state energy research and devel opnment authority to devel -
op a clean energy outreach and conmunity planni ng progran and provid-
ing for the repeal of such provisions upon the expiration thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Article 8 of the public authorities law is anmended by

adding a newtitle 9-Cto read as foll ows:
TITLE 9-C
CLEAN ENERGY OUTREACH AND COMVUNI TY PLANNI NG PROGRAM

Section 1910. Statenent of legislative findings and intent.

1911. Definitions.

1912. Powers and duties.

1913. Fundi ng.

1914. Reporting.

8 1910. Statenent of legislative findings and intent. 1. Findings. The
|l egislature hereby finds, determ nes, and decl ares:

(a) New York will need to accelerate the deploynent of renewable ener-
gy projects, both large-scale and distributed energy systens, in order
to achieve the mandates of the New York state clinate | eadership and
conmmunity protection act enacted as chapter one hundred six of the |aws
of two thousand nineteen (the "CLCPA").

(b) In addition to the authority's procurenent prograns and inproved
state permitting processes, renewable energy projects require collab-
oration between host conmmunities and renewable energy devel opers in
order to be successfully and appropriately sited and constructed.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old law to be omitted.
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c) Local land use decisions are inportant to neeting the goals of the
CLCPA, but comrunities often do not have capacity or sufficient tools
and information to effectively plan for renewabl e energy siting.

(d) Community concerns regarding the potential inpacts of |large-scale
and distributed energy systens are different, but both can provide ener-
gy cost savings for residents and businesses in the comunity, loca
infrastructure inprovenent, local tax revenue and econom c benefits,
local job creation. and cleaner air.

(e) There has been a lack of infornation about the |ocal benefits and
inpacts of renewable energy devel opnent and the best ways for comuni -
ties to maxim ze benefits while avoiding and mtigating inpacts.

(f) Amulti-pronged approach is necessary to provide communities,
including disadvantaged communities as designated under the CLCPA with
the information, tools and funding necessary to support the appropriate
siting and acceptance of renewable energy sources, including w nd,
solar, storage and transm ssion and distribution upgrades.

2. Intent. It is the intent of the legislature in enacting this title
to enpower the authority to establish effective prograns and nechani sns
to:

(a) Educate the public and build consensus on the benefits of a shift
to renewable energy, which wll provide jobs, |ower energy costs and
reduce price volatility, and reduce the need for fossil fuel based
power, bringing clean air and public health benefits and reduced green-
house gas enissions that lead to climte change and its inpacts;

(b) Provide information and assistance to conmunities and | ocal repre-

sentatives to pronote the appropriate and successful siting of renewable
energy projects, including wind, solar, storage and transm ssion and
distribution system upgrades;

(c) Equip local governnents with the tools and funding they need to
effectively consider natural and working |l ands, the potential for co-|o-
cation and dual-use solutions, effective wutilization of previously
disturbed or developed sites, and protecting disadvantaged conmunities
when planning for clean energy projects in their communities; and

(d) Help communities develop and adopt local planning, zoning and
other policies that support the sustainable and equitable devel opnent of
local clean energy through processes that ensure and enhance public
outreach, education and engagenent, particularly in frontline communi-
ties that have historically been disenfranchised and discrimnated
against in the local |land use decision-making process.

8 1911. Definitions. As used in this title, the following terns shal
have the follow ng neanings:

1. "Authority" shall have the sane neaning as in subdivision tw of
section eighteen hundred fifty-one of this article.

2. "Departnents" shall nean the departnent of environnental conserva-
tion, the departnment of agriculture and narkets, the departnent of
econoni ¢ devel opnent, and the departnent of public service.

3. "Di sadvant aged comunities" neans communities that bear burdens of
negative public health effects, environnental pollution, and inpacts of
climate change, and possess certain socioeconomc criteria, or conprise
hi gh-concentrations of |ow and noderate-incone households, as identi-
fied pursuant to section 75-0111 of the environnental conservation |aw.

4. "Renewabl e energy facility" shall have the sane neaning as renewa-
ble energy systens as defined in section sixty-six-p of the public
service | aw

8§ 1912. Powers and duties. The authority is hereby authorized and
directed to undertake such actions it deems necessary or convenient to
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establish a clean energy outreach and comunity planning program to
provide information, resources and funding to support the siting and

acceptance of renewable energy facilities, including, wthout Ilimta-
tion:

1. Developing a comunity education and engagenent programto inform
New Yorkers about the climate crisis and the benefits of shifting to a
clean energy econony and conducting outreach, providing information and
education, and building consensus on the environnental and |ocal bene-
fits of renewable energy facilities. Such strategic education and
outreach shall include

(a) Strong communi cation, engagenent and public outreach to comuni-
ties, including disadvantaged communities, to provide education and
information on nmaxim zing the benefits that renewable energy projects
can provide while denonstrating strategies and solutions that are avail -
able to ensure that community inpacts are mnim zed;

b) Conprehensive education and outreach to local governnents that ma
host renewable energy facilities to provide objective infornation about
the inpacts of clean energy developnent and nitigation opportunities:
and

(c) Facilitation of regional discussion foruns for comunities and
renewabl e energy devel opers to exchange infornmation and ensure that al
have access to the sane information necessary to support the appropriate
siting and acceptance of renewable energy facilities.

2. Collaborating with community stakeholders, the agriculture and
forestry sectors, the renewable energy industry, and utilities to devel -
op new renewabl e energy planning tools and resources for local govern-
nents. Such resources shall include a clean energy devel opnent mappi ng
tool to help nmunicipal representatives and local conmunities nake
inforned | and use decisions and communi cate local priorities to devel op-
ers.

(a) The clean energy devel opnent mapping tool should provide suffi-
cient information and guidance to allow conmunities to undertake a
conprehensive evaluation of the potential for clean energy devel opnent
and to plan proactively for deploynment that maxinizes local benefit and
mninzes inpact on lands with agricultural soils, farnmng, forests, and
ot her conpeting uses.

(b) The <clean enerqgy devel opnment nmapping tool should be designed to
facilitate participation by local governnents, renewable energy devel op-
ers and others in existing renewable energy siting and planning proc-
esses and prograns admi nistered by the authority and the public service

commi ssion, including NY-Sun, |large-scale renewables solicitations, and
the coordinated grid planning process.
(c) The clean energy devel opnent mapping tool should provide nmapped

information on agricultural, environnental, energy system and other
resources relevant to renewable energy siting including, but not |limted
to: land use cover data; disadvantaged communiti es as desi gnated under

the CLCPA; previously disturbed and devel oped sites such as |arge roof-
tops, parking lots, landfills, etc.; agricultural soils and agricultural
districts; forests and inportant areas for biodiversity; wetlands,
floodplains, and waterbodies; historic, cultural, and archaeol ogical
resources; public parks, preserves and recreational resources; conserved
and protected |lands; hosting capacity; distribution, |local transm ssion,
and transmission lines; and slope, aspect and |landforns as relevant to
siting renewable energy facilities.
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3. Providing technical assistance and training to local governnents
and ot her stakeholders on the use of such tools and resources, including
the clean energy devel opnent nmapping tool.

4. Contracting wth and procuring the services of service providers,
including regional planning associations, non-profits, and comunity-
based organi zations, to conduct outreach and education about clean ener-
gy benefits., devel op new renewabl e energy planning tools and resources,
including a clean energy devel opnent mapping tool, and to provide tech-
nical assistance and training to municipalities to support the authori-
ty's responsibilities under this section and perform such other func-
tions as the authority deens appropriate.

5. Managing. allocating, and spending any nonies nade available to the
authority in furtherance of this title as the authority determ nes to be
appropriate for the proper admnistration of the programcreated pursu-
ant to this title.

6. Requesting and receiving the assistance of the departnments or any
other state agency or authority, wthin their respective relevant
subject matter expertise, to support the administration of the program
created pursuant to this title.

8 1913. Funding. The authority nmay seek funding from any authorized or
other available source to adninister the programcreated pursuant to
this title.

8§ 1914. Reporting. 1. Effective April first, tw thousand twenty-four

the authority shall issue an annual report regarding the effectiveness
of the program and providing reconmendations for inprovenents to the
program Such report shall include

(a) the nunber and identity of communities and local governnents
reached through the conprehensive education., engagenent and outreach
effort;

(b) the nunber of regional discussion forunms held for comunities and
devel opers, and identification of attendees and description of outcones;

(c) the nunber, description and status of renewable energy pl anning
tools and resources devel oped, including the clean energy devel opnent
mappi ng tool ;

(d) the nunber and identity of |ocal governnents receiving technica
assistance and training on the clean energy mapping tool and other
resour ces;

(e) the nunber of service providers and contracts awarded

(f) the ampunt of funds invested in the clean energy outreach and
communi ty planning program and

(g) any additional information relevant to assessing program effec-
tiveness.

2. The authority shall submt such report to the governor, the tenpo-
rary president of the senate, and the speaker of the assenbly. A copy of
the report shall also be posted on the authority's website.

§ 2. This act shall take effect imediately and shall expire Decenber
31, 2031 when upon such date this act shall be deened repeal ed; provided
that such repeal shall not affect or inpair any act done, any applica-
tion filed, any right, permt or authorization awarded, accrued,
received or acquired, or any liability incurred, prior to the tine such
repeal takes effect, and provided further that any project for which the
New York state energy research and devel opnent authority has expended,
or conmitted to a third-party to expend, funds towards the devel opnent
of a build-ready site prior to such repeal shall be permtted to contin-
ue in accordance with title 9-C of article 8 of the public authorities
| aw notw t hstandi ng such repeal .




