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Introduced by Sens. JACKSON, RIVERA -- read twi ce and ordered printed,
and when printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Judiciary

AN ACT to anend the general obligations law, in relation to permtting a
tenant to utilize a security deposit to pay rent during a state disas-
ter energency

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 7-108 of the general obligations |aw is anmended by
addi ng a new subdivision 1-b to read as foll ows:

1-b. (a) Notwi thstanding any provision of lawto the contrary, during
a state disaster energency as defined in section twenty of the executive
law, a residential tenant who has suffered a loss of incone or |oss of
enploynent as a result of such state disaster energency may elect to
utilize any sum of nopney deposited as security for the full perfornmance
by such residential tenant of the terns of the lease, in whole or in
part., to pay the nonthly rent due pursuant to such | ease.

(b) A residential tenant who nmkes an election pursuant to the
provi sions of paragraph (a) of this subdivision shall replenish any such
noney deposited as security used to pay rent within one year from the
| ast date such election was nade.

(c) For the purposes of this subdivision, "residential tenant" shal
nean: a tenant as defined in paragraph (a) of subdivision one of section
two hundred thirty-five-f of the real property law, a person who other-
wise pays for the use and occupancy of a residential dwelling; or an
occupant, as defined in paragraph (b) of subdivision one of section two
hundred thirty-five-f of the real property |aw

8§ 2. This act shall take effect imedi ately and shall apply to any
| ease or rental agreement or renewal of a Ilease or rental agreenent
entered into on or after such date.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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