STATE OF NEW YORK

1983--A

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 18, 2023

I ntroduced by Sens. GOUNARDES, ADDABBO, CHU, HOYLMAN-SI GAL, MYRI E, RYAN
-- read twice and ordered printed, and when printed to be conmitted to
the Commttee on Education -- committee discharged, bill anended,
ordered reprinted as anended and recommitted to said conmittee

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to notice of post-secon-
dary financial aid prograns

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Article 14 of the education law is anended by adding a new
part VI to read as follows:
PART VI
UNI FORM FI NANCI AL Al D PRESENTATI ON

Section 694-c. Financial aid naterials.
694-d. Financial aid presentation.
694-e. Affidavit.
694-f. Reporting.
694-g. State sponsored schol arshi ps.

8 694-c. Financial aid materials. The corporation shall <create a
uni form presentation on the availability of post-secondary financial aid
progranms, including training on the free application for federal student
aid (FAFSA) and application for aid available to individuals neeting the
requirenents of subparagraph (ii) of paragraph (a) of subdivision five
of section six hundred sixty-one of this article. The corporation, in
conjunction with the departnent, shall distribute the presentation mate-
rials to all schools throughout the state which educate students through
twelfth grade. Each school shall be required to use such nmaterials when
conmplying with the provisions of this part and shall not be pernitted to
create their own versions of such presentation materials.

8 694-d. Financial aid presentation. 1. EFach school in this state
which educates students through twelfth grade shall be required to

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
LBD01528- 09- 3



O©Coo~NoOO~wWNE

S. 1983--A 2

conduct oral presentations on post-secondary financial aid prograns,
using the materials developed by the corporation under section six

hundred ninety-four-c of this part, to high school seniors at |east once
during the school year. Presentations that include training on conplet-
ing the free application for federal student aid (FAFSA) and the appli -
cation for aid available to individuals neeting the requirenents of
subparagraph (ii) of paragraph (a) of subdivision five of section six
hundred sixty-one of this article, shall be given to all students in the
same presentation or presentations and students shall not be separately
presented to on the basis of the type of aid they may qualify for.

2. Each high school senior shall be required to conplete an affidavit
form signed by both the student and student's parent or |egal guardi an,
or, if the student is eighteen vears of age or older or legally emanci-
pated., signed solely by the student, certifying that the student
attended the presentation described in subdivision one of this section
or received a witten copy of the materials fromsuch presentation. Such
affidavit shall declare that the student intends file a FAFSA or an
application for individuals neeting the requirenents of subparagraph
(ii) of paragraph (a) of subdivision five of section six hundred sixty-
one of this article, or neither type of aid. The affidavit shall couple
toget her both the FAFSA application and the application for individuals
neeting the requirenents of subparagraph (ii) of paragraph (a) of subdi-
vision five of section six hundred sixty-one of this article in the sane
groupi ng..

8 694-e. Affidavit. 1. The conm ssioner shall create a uniformaffida-
vit required wunder this part. Such affidavit formshall be nade avail -
able in the twelve nbst common non-English | anguages spoken by linited-
English proficient individuals in the state, based on the data in the
nost recent American Community Survey published by the United States
Census Bureau. The conmmissioner may, in their discretion, offer such
formin up to four additional |anguages beyond the twelve npbst conmmon
| anguages. Such formshall be distributed in English and any additiona
| anguages requested by a school district to each school district in this
state. Schools shall be required to use the uniformversion of the affi-
davit form described in this subdivision when conplying wth the
provisions of this part and shall not be permtted to create their own
versions of such form

2. The commi ssioner shall distribute the affidavit formto all schools
educating students through the twelfth grade. Each school shall be
required to collect the affidavit fromstudents and/or parents or |egal
guardians and transmt such fornms to the conmssioner for the data
reporting purposes described in this part. Each school shall be required
to report to the commissioner, on the first of July of each year: (a)
the total nunber of conpleted affidavit forns; (b) the total nunber of
twelfth grade students in the prior academic year; and (c) the antic-
ipated nunber of twelfth grade students in the com ng academ c year. The
conmmi ssioner _shall then conpile and submt such data to the corporation
for the purposes of conpiling the report described in section six
hundred ninety-four-f of this part.

8 694-f. Reporting. 1. The hi gher education services corporation shal
be required to produce an annual report containing:

(a) the total nunber of conpleted affidavit forns and total and antic-
i pated nunber of students, per school and on an aggregated statew de
basis, as provided in section six hundred ninety-four-e of this part;
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(b) the total number of FAFSA applications filed in the prior acadenic
year, and how such nunber conpares to the nunber of applications filed
in the previous five vears;

(c) the total nunber of applications for aid available to individuals
neeting the requirenments of subparagraph (ii) of paragraph (a) of subdi-
vision five of section six hundred sixty-one of this article in the
prior academc year, and how such nunber conpares to the nunber of
applications fromthe previous five years.

2. Such report shall describe the effect, if any, that the conmni ssion-
er believes that the affidavit forms required under this part have had
on the nunber of conpleted FAFSA applications or applications for aid
available to individuals neeting the requirenents of subparagraph (ii)
of paragraph (a) of subdivision five of section six hundred sixty-one of
this article.

3. The corporation shall send the annual report to the conm ssioner
the governor, the tenporary president of the senate, the chair of the
senate comrittee on education, the chair of the senate committee on
hi gher education, the speaker of the assenbly, the chair of the assenbly
conmttee on education, and the chair of the assenbly conmttee on high-
er education by the first of Septenber of each year. The president of
the corporation and the commi ssioner shall post the annual report on the
corporation or departnent's website by the first of Septenber of each
year.

8 694-¢g. State sponsored schol arships. The conmm ssioner, in consulta-
tion with the higher education services corporation, shall create and
distribute a uniform notice describing state-sponsored schol arships,
financial aid, and assistance available to students attending college or
post -secondary education, including FAFSA and awards available to
students neeting the requirenents of subparagraph (ii) of paragraph (a)
of subdivision five of section six hundred sixty-one of this article,
application deadlines for such scholarships and assi stance, and i nforna-
tion on general college application deadlines, to all schools educating
students through twelfth grade. Such schools shall be required to
distribute such notice to high school seniors no less than four tines
during the school year and to high school juniors no less than two tines
during the school year.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the first of July one year after
the date on which it shall have beconme a |law. Effective i mediately, the
conmm ssi oner of education and president of the higher education services
corporation shall conmence any regulatory action needed for the inple-
nmentation of this act.




