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STATE OF NEW YORK

9855-- A

| N ASSEMBLY

April 24, 2024

Introduced by M of A WOERNER, MDONALD, O DONNELL, BRABENEC -- read
once and referred to the Conmittee on Education -- commttee
di scharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anended and recommtted
to said conmittee

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to permtting the desig-
nation of students as ex officio nenbers of school boards; and to
repeal certain provisions of such law relating thereto

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 3 of section 1702 of the education |aw, as
anended by chapter 314 of the laws of 2005, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

3. Each union free school dlstrlct[——aL—Lhe—ne*L—annHaL—neeL+ng—sybse—

hat ooerates a hlqh school shal | establlsh a process for
[ student—rerbership—selection] designating at | east one student as an ex
of ficio nenber pursuant to paragraph c of this subdivision. If, prior to
August fifth, two thousand three, a school district had a policy that
al l oned a student or students to be ex officio nenbers of the school
board, such policy shall be deened to neet the requirenents of this
subdi vi sion and shall be deemed to have full legal effect. |In any
district that contains nore than one high school, such process shal
take into consideration the nunmber of high schools within the district
and provide for a mechanismwhich allows for fair representati on anong
t he schools. Such school district shall allow such selected student or
students to serve as [an] ex officio [wesber] nenbers of such district's
board of educati on[ —anrd—F—so~] and provided further that:

a. The ex officio student [#esber] nenbers of the board shall be enti-
tled to sit wth board nenbers at all public nmeetings and hearings of

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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the board and may participate in [ at—boardthearings—and—rpetihngs] other
board activities and responsibilities at the discretion of the board.

b. The ex officio student [serber—of—+theboeard] nenbers shall not be
allowed to vote, shall not be allowed to attend executive session or any

ot her neetings or hearings not open to the public, and shall not be
entitled to receive conpensation of any formfor participating at board
neet i ngs.

c. Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, the ex officio
student [nensber] nenbers of the board nmay be any of the follow ng: the
student that has been duly elected as student president of the high
school; a student duly elected by the student body; a student selected
by the high school student government; a student selected by the high
school principal; a student selected by the superintendent of schools; a
student selected by majority vote of the school board. [PRovi-ded—howev—

eFr—fkn——d+sLL+eLs——ha¥+ng—d+s+4feL—M+de—sLHdeﬂL—g@#@+ﬂﬂ§ﬂ%§—9¥—ﬁd¥+§@;¥

d. The ex officio student |
and] nenbers shall have attended such high school for at |east [twe
years| one year prior to selection.

8§ 2. Subdivision 3-a of section 1702 of the education | aw i s REPEALED

8§ 3. Subdivision 12 of section 1804 of the education law, as anended
by chapter 314 of the laws of 2005, is anended to read as follows:

12. Each central school !

i Lot
designating at least one student as an ex officio nenber pursuant to

paragraph ¢ of this subdivision. If, prior to August fifth, two thousand
three, a school district had a policy that allowed a student or students

to be ex officio nenbers of the school board, such policy shall be
deened to neet the requirenents of this subdivision and shall be deened
to have full legal effect. In any district that contains nore than one
hi gh school, such process shall take into consideration the number of

hi gh schools within the district and provide for a nechanism which
allows for fair representation anong the schools. Such school district
shal | allow such sel ected student or students to serve as [ar] ex offi-
cio [memsber] nenbers of such district's board of education[ —anrd—
se~| and provided further that:

a. The ex officio student [#esber] nenbers of the board shall be enti-
tled to sit with board nenbers at all public neetings and hearings of
the board and nmay participate in [ ad—board-hearihgs—and—ueetings| other
board activities and responsibilities at the discretion of the board.

b. The ex officio student [#sesber] nenbers of the board shall not be
allowed to vote, shall not be allowed to attend executive session or _any

ot her neetings or hearings not open to the public, and shall not be
entitled to receive conpensation of any formfor participating at board
meet i ngs.

c. Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, the ex officio
student [mensber] nenbers of the board may be any of the follow ng: the
student that has been duly elected as student president of the high
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school; a student duly elected by the student body; a student sel ected
by the high school student government; a student selected by the high
school principal; a student selected by the superintendent of schools; a
student selected by najority vote of the school board. [PRovi-ded—howev—

Mg .
d. The ex officio student [#erber—shall—be—a——senior—at—thehigh——school
anrd] nenbers shall have attended such high school for at least [twe

years| one year prior to selection.

8 4. Subdivision 12-a of section 1804 of the education law is
REPEALED

8§ 5. Subdivision 2 of section 1901 of the education |law, as added by
chapter 314 of the laws of 2005, is anmended to read as follows:

2 Each central high school d|strlct[——aL—Lhe—ne*t—annuaL—neeL+ng——and

t'

appFe¥aL——eaeh—sueh—d+sL;+eL] shaII establlsh a process for
merbership—selectionr] designating at | east one student as an ex officio

nenber pursuant to paragraph c of this subdivision. If, prior to August
fifth, two thousand three, a school district had a policy that allowed a
student or students to be ex officio nmenbers of the school board, such
policy shall be deenmed to neet the requirements of this subdivision and
shall be deened to have full legal effect. In any district that contains
more than one high school, such process shall take into consideration
t he number of high schools within the district and shall provide for a
mechani sm which allows for fair representati on among the schools. Such
district shall allow such sel ected student or students to serve as [a#]
ex officio [#sesber] nenbers of such board of education, and]——F—se+]
provi ded further that:

a. The ex officio student [#esber] nenbers of the board shall be enti-
tled to sit with board nmenbers at all public neetings and hearings of
the board and may participate in [ aH—board-hearings—and—rretihgs] ot her
board activities and responsibilities at the discretion of the board.

b. The ex officio student [senrber] nenbers of the board shall not be
allowed to vote, shall not be allowed to attend executive session or any

ot her neetings or hearings not open to the public, and shall not be
entitled to receive conpensation of any formfor participating at board
meet i ngs.

c. Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, the ex officio
student [wmesber] nenbers of the board may be any of the follow ng: the
student that has been duly elected as student president of the high
school; a student duly elected by the student body; a student sel ected
by the high school student governnent; a student selected by the high
school principal; a student selected by the superintendent of schools; a
student selected by nalor|tv vot e of the school board. [Ppevkded——heme¥—
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d. The ex officio student [sesber—shall—bea—senior—at—thehigh-scheol
and] nenbers shall have attended such high school for at |east [twe
years| one year prior to selection.

8§ 6. Subdivision 3 of section 1901 of the education |aw is REPEALED

8 7. Subdivision 10 of section 2502 of the education |aw, as amended
by chapter 314 of the laws of 2005, is anended to read as follows:

10. Each snall city school d|strlct[———aL——Lhe——ne*%——annua#——nee++ng

approval——each—such—district] shaII establlsh a process for [S%Hd@ﬁ%
merbership—seleection] designating at | east one student as an ex officio

nenber pursuant to paragraph c¢ of this subdivision. If, prior to August
fifth, two thousand three, a school district had a policy that allowed a
student or students to be ex officio nmenbers of the school board, such
policy shall be deened to neet the requirenents of this subdivision and
shall be deened to have full legal effect. In any district that contains
nmore than one high school, such process shall take into consideration
the nunber of high schools within the district and provide for a mech-
anismwhich allows for fair representation anmong the schools. Such
school district shall allow such selected student or students to serve
as [an] ex officio [pAerber] nenbers of such district's board of educa-
ti on[ —ahed—H—so~] and provided further that:

a. The ex officio student [#esber] nenbers of the board shall be enti-
tled to sit wth board nenbers at all public meetings and hearings of
the board and may participate in [ at—boardthearings—and—rretihgs] ot her
board activities and responsibilities at the discretion of the board.

b. The ex officio student [sesber] nenbers of the board shall not be
allowed to vote, shall not be allowed to attend executive session or any
other neetings or hearings not open to the public, and shall not be
entitled to receive conpensation of any formfor participating at board
meet i ngs.

c. Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, the ex officio
student [senrber] nenbers of the board may be any of the following: the
student that has been duly elected as student president of the high
school ; a student selected by the high school student governnent; a
student sel ected by the high school principal; a student selected by the
superintendent of schools; a student selected by majority vote of the

school board. [ Provi-ded—however—A—edi-stHets—havi-Rg—edi-strict—wide

d. The ex officio student [nenbe#] nenbers shaII [be—a—sen#e;—é%—%he
hi-gh—school—and—shall] have attended such high school for at |east [twe

years| one year prior to selection.
8 8. Subdivision 10-a of section 2502 of the education lawis

REPEALED

8 9. Section 1950 of the education lawis anmended by adding a new
subdi vision 2-c to read as foll ows:

2-c. a. Each board of cooperative educational services shall have one
or nore ex officio student nenbers. Supervisory districts with ten or
fewer conponent districts shall have at |east one ex officio student
nenber; supervisory districts with nore than ten and fewer than or equa
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to twenty conponent districts shall have at least two ex officio student
nenbers; and supervisory districts with nore than twenty conponent
districts shall have at least three ex officio student nenbers.

b. Each supervisory district shall establish a process for deternining
which conponent district or districts shall select the ex officio
student nenbers each school year. Such process shall take into consid-
eration the nunber of conponent districts wthin the supervisory
district and provide for a nmechanismwhich allows for fair represen-
tation anpbng the conponent districts. Each supervisory district shal
al so establish a process by which such conponent district or districts
shall select the ex officio student nenber or nenbers, provided that
such nenbers shall be students who have attended a high school within
their conponent district for at | east one year and who participate in a
program admi ni stered by the supervisory district.

c. The ex officio student nenbers of the board shall be entitled to
sit wth board nenbers at all public neetings and hearings of the board
and may participate in other board activities and responsibilities at
the discretion of the board

d. The ex officio student nenbers of the board shall not be allowed to
vote, shall not be allowed to attend executive session or any other
neetings or hearings not open to the public, and shall not be entitled
to receive conpensation of any formfor participating at board neetings.

8§ 10. Section 2552 of the education |aw, as anended by chapter 138 of
the laws of 1974, is anmended to read as foll ows:

§ 2552. Board of education. The board of education of each such city
school district is hereby continued. The educational affairs in each
such city school district shall be under the general managenent and
control of a board of education to consist of not less than three and
not nore than nine nmenbers, to be chosen as hereinafter provided, and to
be known as nenmbers of the board of education, except that the board of
education of the city school district of the city of New York shall be
constituted as provided in article fifty-two-A of this [ehapter] title.
The nunber of nenbers on the board of education of each such city schoo
district shall continue to be as follows, provided that student ex offi-
cio board nenbers as described in subdivision eleven of section twenty-
five hundred fifty-three of this article shall not be considered board
nenbers for purposes of this section:

a. City school district of the city of Buffal o: nine nenbers.

b. Cty school district of the city of Rochester: seven nenbers.

c. City school district of the city of Syracuse: seven nenbers.

d. City school district of the city of Yonkers: nine nenbers.

8§ 11. Section 2553 of the education |aw is anmended by adding two new
subdi visions 1-a and 11 to read as follows:

1-a. The provisions of subdivision one of this section shall not apply
to ex officio board nenbers, as described in subdivision eleven of this
section.

11. Notwithstanding the provisions of any other law, each board of
education shall establish a process for designating at |east one student
as an ex officio board nenber. Ex officio student nenbers shall be
entitled to sit with board nenbers at all public neetings and hearings
of the board and may participate in other board activities and responsi -
bilities at the discretion of the board. Such ex officio student nenbers
shall not be allowed to vote, shall not be allowed to attend executive
session or any other neetings or hearings not open to the public.

8§ 12. This act shall take effect on the first of July next succeeding
the date on which it shall have becone a | aw




