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STATE OF NEW YORK

985

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 11, 2023

Introduced by M of A STECK -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on El ection Law

AN ACT to anmend the election law, in relation to electronic correspond-
ence with regard to determinations on objections to designating
petitions, independent nomnating petitions, certificates of nom -
nati on or ball ot access docunents

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivisions 4 and 5 of section 6-154 of the election |aw,
subdi vision 4 as added and subdivision 5 as amended by a chapter of the
| aws of 2022 amending the election law relating to specification of
objections to designating petitions, independent nom nating petitions,
certificates of nom nation or ballot access docunents, as proposed in
legislative bills nunmbers S. 4413 and A 4261, are anended and a new
subdivision 7 is added to read as foll ows:

4. (a) Such officer or board shall give notice by overnight mail to
the objector and the candidate named in such petition or certificate of
the date or dates on which such officer or board shall consider the

specifications filed, and board findings, the result of and research of
the specifications, and shall make a determ nation as to the sufficiency

of such petltlon or certlflcate [and——shaLL——pre¥+de——%he——eb+ee%er——and

]. Cb i es of the board S research of
speci fications shall acconpany such notice. Such notice may be given by
el ectronic correspondence in lieu of overnight mail with the consent of
the objector or the candidate in accordance with subdivision seven of
this section. Such officer or board shall provide the objector and
candidate or their agent or agents an opportunity to be heard as to the
validity of each specific objection. Such opportunity may be by witten
subm ssion or oral presentation in the discretion of such officer or
board. Such officer or board shall not deny the objector or the candi-
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date or their agent or agents an opportunity to be present when the
determnation as to validity is nade.

(b) For objections and specifications nade to ballot access docunents
filed with the state board of elections, the provisions of paragraph (a)
of this subdivision shall apply. However, the opportunity to be heard as
to the validity or invalidity of such specifications shall be provided
in a hearing which precedes any neeting of the state board's conm ssion-
ers at which determinations will be rendered.

5. Wen any determination is nade that a certificate or petition is
sufficient or insufficient, such officer or board shall give notice of
the determination forthwith by nail to each candi date naned in the peti-
tion or certificate, and, if the determination is nmade upon specified
obj ections, the objector shall be notified] —prowv-ded—that—any—such].
Such notice may be given by electronic correspondence in lieu of mai
with the consent of the candidate or the objector in accordance with
subdi vi sion seven of this section. Such candi date or objector nmay desig-
nate an attorney or agent to receive any such notice and/or determ -
nation on his or her behalf. Any such designation shall be in witing
and include the nane, address, enail and tel ephone nunber of any such
attorney or agent, and any such attorney and/or agent shall be eligible
to represent any such candidate or objector in any proceeding relating
to the specifications.

7. For the purposes of this section, a candidate or objector shall be
deenmed to have consented to electronic correspondence if, having been
advi sed conspicuously that enrollnment or registration is voluntary and
that they may continue to receive notices by mail as provided in this
section, they instead affirmatively choose to receive such notices by
el ectronic correspondence only.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the same date and in the sane
manner as a chapter of the |aws of 2022 anending the election |aw rel at-
ing to specification of objections to designating petitions, independent
nom nating petitions, certificates of nomi nation or ballot access docu-
ments, as proposed in legislative bills nunbers S. 4413 and A 4261,
takes effect.




