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STATE OF NEW YORK

9815

| N ASSEMBLY

April 9, 2024

Introduced by M of AL CRUZ -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Governmental QOperations

AN ACT to anmend the state finance law, in relation to authorizing the
establishment of permanent COVID- 19 nenorials and establishing a
COVI D- 19 permanent nenorial fund

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The state of New York and any nunicipality therein are
authorized to, in collaboration with nunicipal parks departnents and
under the guidance of the office of parks, recreation, and historic
preservation, designate and establish a permanent COVID 19 nenorial
within its jurisdiction. Minicipalities seeking to establish and nain-
tain such a nenorial may apply for funding under section 99-rr of the
state finance law as well as fromother public and private sources,
including but not limted to grants, donations, and partnerships. The
final designs and | ocations of such nmenorials shall be selected through
a communi ty-driven process overseen by municipal parks departnments, with
speci fic guidance fromthe office of parks, recreation, and historic
preservation, and wth financial oversight from the conptroller's
office. The final designs and |ocations of such nmenorials shall prior-
itize input fromthose nost inpacted, including but not limted to fam -
Iy nmenbers and | oved ones of victinms of COvVID 19.

§ 2. The state finance law is anmended by adding a new section 99-rr to
read as foll ows:

8§ 99-rr. COVID-19 pernmanent nenorial fund. 1. There is hereby estab-
lished in the joint custody of the state conptroller and the conm ssion-
er of parks, recreation and historic preservation a fund to be known as
the "COVID-19 pernmanent nenorial fund".

2. The fund shall consist of all noneys appropriated therefor, grants,
gifts or Dbequests received by the state for the purposes of the fund,
and all other noneys credited or transferred thereto fromany other fund
or source. Moneys of such fund shall be expended only for the establish-
nent and mai nt enance of permanent COVID 19 nenorials. Nothing in this
section shall prevent the state fromsoliciting and receiving grants,
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gifts or bequests for the purposes of such fund and depositing theminto
the fund according to | aw

3. Mneys in such fund shall be kept separate fromand shall not be
conmmingled with any other noneys in the custody of the conptroller or
the conmmi ssioner of parks, recreation and historic preservation. Any
noneys of the fund not required for imediate use may, at the discretion
of the conptroller, in consultation with the director of the budget, be
invested by the conptroller in obligations of the United States or the
state, or in obligations the principal and interest on which are guaran-
teed by the United States or by the state. Any incone earned by the
investment of such noneys shall be added to and becone a part of., and
shall be used for the purposes of such fund.

4. Moneys from such fund shall be disbursed for the establishnent and
nai nt enance of permanent COVID-19 nenorials by way of a grant program
established by the conptroller in conjunction with the office of parks,
recreation and historic preservation.

§ 3. This act shall take effect inmediately.




