STATE OF NEW YORK

9282

| N ASSEMBLY

February 23, 2024

Introduced by M of A BENDETT -- read once and referred to the Commit-
tee on Veterans' Affairs

AN ACT to anmend the veterans' services law, in relation to establishing
the veterans' services organi zation capital support program

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The veterans' services |law is amended by adding a new arti -
cle 4 to read as foll ows:
ARTICLE 4
VETERANS' SERVI CES ORGANI ZATI ON CAPI TAL SUPPORT PROGRAM

Section 50. Definitions.
51. Establishnment and criteria.
52. Eligible purposes.

8 50. Definitions. For the purposes of this article, the followng
terns shall have the follow ng neanings:

1. "Eligible entity" neans a veteran service organi zation as defined
pursuant to Title 38 U.S. Code Section 5902 and that also is organized
as a not-for-profit organization pursuant to the Title 26 U S. Code
Section 501(c)., which may include but shall not be limted to the Aneri -
can lLegion, Veterans of Foreign Wars, Disabled Anerican Veterans, Para-
lyzed Veterans of Anerica, Anerican Veterans and Vi et nam Vet erans of
Aneri ca.

8 5]1. Establishment and criteria. There is hereby established the
veterans' services organization capital support programfor the eligible
pur poses under section fifty-two of this article. The conmi ssioner shal
develop criteria for the disbursenent of funds authorized under section
fifty-two of this article to an eligible entity.

8 52. Eligible purposes. Wthin anounts specifically appropriated
therefore, the conm ssioner shall award grants not to exceed two hundred
thousand dollars for paynent of the capital costs of construction,
inprovenent, repairs, rehabilitation, or reconstruction of facilities
owned by eligible entities pursuant to this article, and for the acqui -
sition of related equipnent with a useful life of not less than ten
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years. Such capital costs may include, but shall not be limted to,
engi neering and design costs. No funds authorized under this section
shall be used as a required match or be considered a |ocal share to
other state prograns or to |everage state aid or grants.

§ 2. The sumof ten mllion dollars ($10,000,000), or so nuch thereof
as may be necessary, is hereby appropriated to the departnent of veter-
ans' services out of any nobneys in the state treasury in the general
fund to the credit of the veterans' services organization capital
support program not otherw se appropriated, and nade i medi ately avail -
able, for the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this act. Such
moneys shall be payable on the audit and warrant of the conptroller on
vouchers certified or approved by the conmi ssioner of veterans' services
in the manner prescribed by | aw.

8§ 3. Severability clause. If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivi-
sion, section or part of this act shall be adjudged by any court of
conpetent jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgnent shall not affect,
inpair, or invalidate the remainder thereof, but shall be confined in
its operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section
or part thereof directly involved in the controversy in which such judg-
ment shall have been rendered. It is hereby declared to be the intent of
the legislature that this act wuld have been enacted even if such
invalid provisions had not been included herein.

8 4. This act shall take effect immediately.




