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STATE OF NEW YORK

8924--A

| N ASSEMBLY

January 29, 2024

Introduced by M of A SIMON, BI CHOTTE HERMVELYN, GLI CK, SAYEGH, LUNSFORD
-- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A COXX -- read once and referred to
the Committee on Hi gher Education -- comittee discharged, bil
anmended, ordered reprinted as anended and recommtted to said conmt-
tee

AN ACT in relation to authorizing the comm ssioner of education to
conduct an audit regarding instruction in literacy instruction within
the state

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. This act shall be known and nay be cited as the "so all can
read act".

§ 2. The commissioner of education is authorized and directed to
devel op an auditing process that clearly docunents the degree to which
every educator preparation programat an institution of higher education
is effectively teaching the science of reading by conducting an audit on
literacy instruction at every institution of higher education that
of fers a graduate or undergraduate degree or certification program in
education or educational adninistration |ocated within the state. Such
audit shall include, as appropriate, questions on how such institutions
are nmeeting the learning standards for instruction necessary for effec-
tive literacy instruction within the current required literacy education
curriculum Al programnms shall be reviewed every four years thereafter
to ensure continued alignnment with the science of reading.

8 3. For each postsecondary institution, audit questions shall

(a) identify which wundergraduate and/or graduate degree or certif-
i cation programin education or educational adm nistration sufficiently
covers instruction in core conponents, characterized as the five pillars
of reading by the National Reading Panel of the National Acadeny of
Sci ences in 2000, nanely phoneni c awar eness, phonics, reading fluency,
vocabul ary, and conprehension, and assess how fully and in-depth each
such program covers instruction as to each core conponent or pillar of
reading in substantial alignment with the reading foundation standards

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
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utilized by the National Council on Teacher Quality inits 2023 report
on strengthening el enentary reading instruction

(b) assess the extent to which each such program covers the know edge
and skills needed to wunderstand and convey direct and explicit
| anguage- based instruction in reading that is consistent with research-
based effective nethods of teaching reading, including but not I|imted
to:

(1) phonology and phonem c awareness, and how to devel op such aware-
ness includi ng evidence about noving rapidly from phonemes and connect -
ing themto the relevant graphene;

(2) al phabetic principle, orthographic mappi ng and an understandi ng of
the processes the brain uses for developing reading, syllables and
mor phol ogy and why they are inportant for both decodi ng and vocabul ary;

(3) sound-synbol correspondences and explicit, systematic phonics to
devel op automaticity and fluency;

(4) syntax and text structure to support conprehensi on and conprehen-
sion strategi es including question asking and answering, inference, and
sumari zi ng;

(5) building background know edge;

(6) English Ianguage devel opnent focused on devel opi ng oral | anguage
whi ch necessitates attention to those sounds in the hone |anguage that
are not transferable and thus need increased explicit instruction, as
wel | as syntax and grammar;

(7) devel oping an understanding of English varieties from genera
standard English and inparting the linguistic structure of dialects of
the English | anguage and ways to devel op transl anguagi ng and addressing
phonol ogy, norphol ogy, syntax and senanti cs;

(8) how to use and interpret universal screeners and progress nonitor-
ing tools as well as understandi ng di agnostics;

(9) elements of instruction that are effective, including nodeling (
do), guided practice (we do) and application (you do); and

(10) awareness that scientific evidence is random zed experinental and
quasi - experinmental studies, confirmed and replicated, and peer-reviewed
st udi es;

(c) evaluate to what extent such program adequately prepares students
on how to incorporate best practices and techniques of structured liter-
acy in the classroom

(d) evaluate to what extent each programcurrently teaches nmethods or
strategies or otherw se uses instructional materials, including but not
limted to, textbooks that are reliant on approaches which research has
showmn are ineffective, including three-cueing, |eveled texts, mscue
anal ysis, units of study, readi ng workshops, enbedded or inmplicit phon-
ics, or the over-reliance on assessnent tools such as running records,
devel opnental readi ng assessnment or qualitative reading inventory; and

(e) evaluate the extent to which a program addresses the use of
research-based effective nethods of teaching reading, including struc-
tured literacy with various popul ations, including but not Ilimted to
students wth learning disabilities (such as dyslexia, dysgraphia, and
dyscal culia) and English | anguage | earners.

8 4. Each audit shall also require an attestation from each institu-
tion indicating that the responsible party or parties have surveyed the
under gr aduat e and/ or graduate degree or certification programin educa-
tion or educational administration at each such institution for the
areas listed in section two of this act and the extent to which | earning
standards for instruction necessary for effective literacy instruction
is provided in each such programis courses to achi eve adequat e conpeten-
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cy of the body of know edge and sufficient practice needed for pre-ser-
vi ce educators studying any level of P-12 education or educationa
adm ni strati on.

8 5. Findings shall include detailed results of the audit, the extent
that the audit data submitted denonstrates conpliance with the |earning
standards of instruction necessary for effective literacy instruction,
and, if needed, recommendations to strengthen the provisions of |[|aw
related to literacy instruction if such standards of instruction are not
being met. Such findings shall be submtted for approval by the comm s-
sioner of education in a tineframe, and formand format, acceptable to
the comm ssioner. A report of the findings of such audit shall be deliv-
ered to the governor, the tenporary president of the senate, the speaker
of the assenbly, the mnority |eader of the senate, and the mnority
| eader of the assenbly no later than the first of January following the
effective date of this act, or one hundred fifty days after the effec-
tive date of this act, whichever is later.

§ 6. For purposes of this act, "learning standards for instruction
necessary for effective literacy instruction” include literary courses
offered by an institution that are training students in |anguage-based,
effective methods of teaching reading, which include instruction in
delivering structured, systematic, explicit, evidence-based di rect
instruction in reading, also known as structured literacy.

8§ 7. This act shall take effect inmmediately.



