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2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

Novenber 27, 2023

Introduced by M of A CARROLL, COLTON, REYES, BI CHOTTE HERMELYN
WEPRI N, SEAVWRI GHT, SI MONE, EPSTEIN, BURDI CK -- read once and referred

to the Committee on Environnental Conservation -- recomritted to the
Committee on Environnental Conservation in accordance wth Assenbly
Rule 3, sec. 2 -- conmttee discharged, bill anmended, ordered

reprinted as amended and recomritted to said committee

AN ACT to anend the environnental conservation law, in relation to
protecting wol ves

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The environnental conservation |aw is amended by adding a
new section 11-0541 to read as foll ows:
8 11-0541. Protection of wolves.

1. All wild canids taken in the state shall be checked and tagged in a
nanner to be deternined by the departnent. For purposes of this section,
"wild canids" shall nean coyotes, including canids that when taken were
thought to be coyotes but which subsequent DNA analysis revealed to be
wol ves.

2. WIld canids that are taken that have a weight greater than fifty
pounds or that neet additional criteria established by the departnent
shall be subjected to a DNA analysis, paid for by the departnent, to
deternine the genetic conposition of the aninal. Such analysis shall be
conducted by a reputable [aboratory that has prior experience genotyping
hybridized Canis populations in the eastern United States. The results
of any analysis perforned shall pronptly be provided to the public by
posting on the departnent's website.

3. Inthe event that the departnent deternines, based on DNA analysis
or other scientific nethod, that a wild canid taken or found in the
state is a wlf, the departnent shall
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(a) determine the location where the wolf was taken or found and
deternine, based on field research, whether there nmay be additional
wolves in the vicinity;

(b) inpose a noratoriumon the taking of wild canids, in a specific
area of the state, for as long as the departnent determnes isS necessary
to protect any wolves in the occupied wlf territory and any potential
adj acent territories; and

(c) inform the public of the noratoriumthrough posting of witten
notices in the noratoriumarea and on the departnent's website

4. No later than January first three years after the effective date of
this section, and every six yvears thereafter, the departnent shal
submt to the legislature a report on the status of wolves in the state,
based on data collected by or submitted to the departnent and such other
nethods as determ ned appropriate by the departnent. The status report
shall be simultaneously posted on the departnent's website.

5. The departnment shall nodify its hunting and trapping training
curriculumto include educational information concerning the presence of
wolves in the state, the legal protections for wolves, the checking and
tagging requirenents for wild canids, and how to distinguish a wolf from
a coyote when a hunter or trapper is in the field.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.




