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Introduced by M of A L. ROSENTHAL -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Consuner Affairs and Protection

AN ACT to anmend the general business law, in relation to requiring hear-
ing aid dispensers to provide prospective purchasers of hearing aids
with information pertaining to audio switch technol ogy

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Paragraphs (f) and (g) of subdivision 2 of section 791 of
the general business |law, as added by chapter 599 of the | aws of 1998,
are amended and a new paragraph (h) is added to read as foll ows:

(f) requirenents pertaining to the non-diagnostic testing of hearing
and sale of hearing aids at office, residential and other out of office
settings and the devel opnent of environmental standards for testing at
office, residential and other out of office settings; requirenents
pertaining to tel emarketing; [ard]

(g) procedures that the secretary could use to increase public aware-
ness of how to properly purchase, fit, adjust and use a hearing aid, as
well as the rights of hearing aid purchasers under state law. In addi-
tion to such duties and other duties which nmay be assigned by the secre-
tary, the board shall consult with the secretary, the conm ssioner of
education and such ot her persons as nmay be appropriate to determne the
proper level and degree of education for a hearing aid dispenser, the
type of degree and the proper educational institution to offer such
education and all other related issues[-];. _and

(h) requirements for hearing aid dispensers to provide prospective
purchasers or users of hearing aids with information in witing, at the
time of the initial examnation for the fitting and sale of hearing
aids, regarding telecoil, t-coil, or t-switch technology. Such inform-
tion shall include information sufficient to enable prospective purchas-
ers or users to nmake an inforned decision about purchasing hearing aids
with telecoil, t-coil or t-switch technol ogy.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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§ 2. Paragraphs (a) and (b) of subdivision 9 of section 798 of the
general business |aw, as added by chapter 599 of the |laws of 1998, are
anended and a new paragraph (c) is added to read as foll ows:

(a) conplied with all provisions of state laws and regul ations rel at-
ing to the dispensing of hearing aids; [and]

(b) has infornmed the purchaser of the address and office hours at

which the registrant shall be available for fitting or post-fitting
adj ustments and servicing of the hearing aid or aids sold[-];. _and
(c) if the hearing aid has telecoil, t-coil, or t-switch technol ogy,

has infornmed the prospective hearing aid user that such hearing aid has
such technology and, if requested by the prospective hearing aid user,
trained the prospective hearing aid user on the proper use of such tech-
nol ogy.

8 3. Subdivision 11 of section 798 of the general business lawis
anended by adding a new paragraph (i) to read as foll ows:

(i) language that verifies that the hearing aid dispenser inforned the
client prior to purchase about telecoil, t-coil, or t-switch technol ogy.
The client nust initial this notice confirnmng the hearing aid
di spenser's conpliance with this requirenent.

8 4. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a |law. Effective i mediately, the addition, anend-
ment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenen-
tation of this act on its effective date are authorized to be nmade and
conpl eted on or before such effective date.




