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Introduced by M of A  BUTTENSCHON -- read once and referred to the
Conmi ttee on Codes

AN ACT to anmend the penal law, in relation to classifying possession of
a firearm on school or municipal park property grounds as a class B
f el ony

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 265.04 of the penal |aw, as amended by chapter 764
of the laws of 2005, is anended to read as foll ows:
§ 265.04 Criminal possession of a weapon in the first degree.

A person is guilty of crimnal possession of a weapon in the first
degree when such person:

(1) possesses any explosive substance wth intent to use the sane
unl awf ul Iy agai nst the person or property of another; [e+]

(2) possesses ten or nore firearns; or

(3) possesses any firearmon nunicipal park property.

Crimnal possession of a weapon in the first degree is a class B fel o-

ny.
§ 2. Section 265.01-a of the penal |aw, as separately anended by chap-
ters 138 and 354 of the |aws of 2019, is anmended to read as foll ows:

§ 265.01-a Crimnal possession of a weapon on school grounds.

A person is guilty of crimnal possession of a weapon on schoo
grounds when he or she knowingly has in his or her possession arifle,
shotgun, or firearmin or upon school grounds, or a building or grounds,
used for educational purposes, of any school, college, or university,
except the forestry lands, wherever |ocated, owned, maintained or held
in trust for the benefit of the New York State College of Forestry at
Syracuse University, now known as the State University of New York
col l ege of environmental science and forestry, or upon a school bus as
defined in section one hundred forty-two of the vehicle and traffic |aw,
without the witten authorization of such educational institution
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provi ded, however no school, as defined in subdivision ten of section
el even hundred twenty-five of the education law, shall issue such wit-
ten authorization to any teacher, school administrator, or other person
enployed at the school who is not primarily enployed as a schoo
resource officer, police officer, peace officer, or security guard who
has been issued a special armed guard registration card as defined in
section eighty-nine-f of the general business |aw, regardl ess of whether
the person is enployed directly by such school or by a third party.

Crimnal possession of a weapon on school grounds is a class [E B
fel ony.

8§ 3. Section 265.00 of the penal law is anmended by addi ng a new subdi -
vision 36 to read as follows:

36. "School grounds" nmeans (a) in or on or within any building, struc-
ture, athletic playing field, playground, or |and contained within the
real property boundary line of a public or private elenentary, parochi-
al, internmediate, junior high, vocational, or high school; or (b) any
area accessible to the public within three thousand feet of the rea
property boundary |line conprising any such school.

8 4. This act shall take effect inmmediately.




