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| N ASSEMBLY

August 4, 2023

Introduced by M of A  BUTTENSCHON -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Governnental Operations

AN ACT to anmend the executive law, in relation to the designation of
"Srebreni ca Genoci de Remenbrance Day" as a day of conmenoration

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative intent. This act arises froma sense of hunan
decency and respect for the Srebrenica people and their history. It is
the intent of this |legislative body to designate July 11 of each calen-
dar year as "Srebrenica Genocide Renenbrance Day" in the state of New
York. Fifty years after the world said "Never Again" to the horrors of
t he Hol ocaust, genocide took place on European soil. The nane Srebrenica
has becone synonynmous wth those dark days in July 1995 when, in the
first ever United Nations (UN) declared safe area, thousands of men and
boys were systematically murdered and buried in nmass graves. The
victinms, who were Muslim were selected for death on the basis of their
identity; this was the worst atrocity on European soil since the Second

Worl d War. During the Srebrenica massacre, nore than 7,000 Bosniak
(Bosnian Muslim boys and nen were slain by Bosnian Serb forces in
Srebrenica, a town in eastern Bosnia and Herzegovina; in addition to
these Kkillings, nore than 20,000 civilians were expelled fromthe area

in a process known as ethnic cleansing. The nmassacre helped galvanize
the West to press for a cease-fire that ended three years of warfare on
Bosnia's territory, however, it left deep enotional scars on survivors
and created enduring obstacles to political reconciliation anbng
Bosnia's ethnic groups. Beginning in 1992, Bosnian Serb forces targeted
Srebrenica in a canpaign to seize control of a block of territory in
eastern Bosnia and Herzegovina; their eventual goal was to annex this
territory to the adjacent republic of Serbia, and to do so, they
believed, required the expul sion of the territory's Bosni ak inhabitants,
who opposed annexati on. In March of 1995, Radovan Karadzic, president
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of the sel f-decl ared autononobus Republi ka Srpska (Bosnian Serb Repub-
lic), directed his mlitary forces to "create an unbearabl e situation of
total insecurity with no hope of further survival or life for the inhab-
itants of Srebrenica". By My, a cordon of Bosnian Serb sol diers had
i nposed an enbargo on food and ot her supplies that provoked nost of the
town's Bosniak fighters to flee the area; in late June, after sone
skirm shes with the few remaining Bosniak fighters, the Bosnian Serb
mlitary conmmand formally ordered the operation, code-named Krivaja 95

that culmnated in the massacre. The offensive comenced on July 6,
1995, wth Bosnian Serb forces advancing fromthe south and burning
Bosni ak homes al ong the way; am d chaos and terror, thousands of civil-
ians fled Srebrenica for the nearby village of Potocari, where a contin-
gent of about 200 Dutch peacekeepers was stationed; sone of the Dutch
surrendered, while others withdrew, none fired on the advancing Bosnian
Serb forces. On July 11, 1995, Bosnian Serb nilitary | eader Ratko M adic
strolled through Srebrenica and, in a statenent recorded on filmby a
Serb journalist, said, "W give this towmn to the Serb nation. The tinme
has cone to take revenge on the Muslins”". On the night of July 11, 1995,
a columm of nore than 10,000 Bosni ak men set off from Srebrenica through
dense forest in an attenpt to reach safety; beginning the follow ng
nmor ni ng, Bosnian Serb officers used UN equi pnrent and nade fal se proni ses
of security to encourage the nen to surrender; thousands gave thensel ves
up or were captured, and nany were subsequently executed. O her Bosni aks
were forced out of Potocari that day through the wuse of terror; the
wonen, children, and elderly were placed aboard buses and driven to
Bosni ak-held territory, while the nmen and boys were taken to various
holding sites, nostly in Bratunac. The total nunber of men and boys who
were slaughtered was initially a matter of sone debate; under heavy
i nternational pressure, the governnent of the Republika Srpska issued an
apol ogy in 2004 for the "enornous crinmes" in Srebrenica and acknow edged
that an estinmated 7,800 had perished. The process of |ocating the graves
and identifying the victins was conplicated by a well-organi zed effort
undertaken by Bosnian Serb forces in Septenber and October 1995 to hide
traces of the Srebrenica crines; soldiers used heavy tractors and back-
hoes to dig up mass graves and noved the disinterred remains to distant
sites, nmany of which were later located by U S intelligence experts
usi ng satellite photographs. Furthernore, it required years of analysis
by Western scientists to piece together exactly where the killings had
occurred and how the bodi es had been noved anbng an estimated 80 nass
grave sites; by wearly 2010, the International Comm ssion on M ssing
Persons, a nongovernmental organization established in 1996, had used
DNA sanples to identify nore than 6,400 individual victins. By consist-
ently renenbering and forcefully condeming the atrocities commtted
against these people, and honoring the survivors as well as other
victinms of simlar heinous conduct, we guard agai nst repetition of such
acts of genocide and provide the Anerican public with a greater under-
standing of history. This act declares that this |egislative body
depl ores the persistent, ongoing efforts by any person, in this country
or abroad, to deny the historical fact of the Srebrenica Genocide; the
failure of the international community to hold responsible nations
accountabl e for crinmes against humanity results in travesty of justice,
and sets a negative precedent. The state of New York endeavors to
encourage and pronote a curriculumrelating to human rights and genoci de
in order to enpower future generations to prevent the recurrence of
genoci de.
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§ 2. Subdivision 3 of section 168-a of the executive |law, as anmended
by chapter 237 of the laws of 2020, is anended to read as follows:

3. The following days shall be days of comenoration in each year
January sixth, to be known as "Haym Sal onon Day", January twenty-sev-
enth, to be known as "Hol ocaust Renenbrance Day", February fourth, to be
known as "Rosa Parks Day", February fifteenth, to be known as "Susan B
Ant hony Day", February sixteenth, to be known as "Lithuanian |ndepend-
ence Day", February twenty-eighth, to be known as "Qulf War Veterans
Day", March fourth, to be known as "Pul aski Day", WMarch tenth, to be
known as "Harriet Tubman Day", March twenty-ninth, to be known as "Viet-
nam Veterans' Day", April ninth, to be known as "POW Recognition Day",
April twenty-seventh, to be known as "Coretta Scott King Day", Apri
twenty-eighth, to be known as "Wrkers' Menorial Day", the first Tuesday
in My to be known as "New York State Teacher Day", May seventeenth, to
be known as "Thurgood Marshall Day", the first Sunday in June, to be
known as "Children's Day", June second, to be known as "ltalian |nde-
pendence Day", June twelfth, to be known as "Wnen Veterans Recognition
Day", June nineteenth, to be known as "Juneteenth Freedom Day", June
twenty-fifth, to be known as "Korean War Veterans' Day", July eleventh,
to be known as "Srebrenica Genocide Renenbrance Day", the second Monday
in July, to be known as "Abolition Comrenoration Day", August twenty-
fourth, to be known as "UWkrainian |ndependence Day", August twenty-
sixth, to be known as "Wnen's Equality Day", Septenber eleventh, to be
known as "Battle of Plattsburgh Day" and al so to be known as " Septenber
11t h Renenbrance Day", Septenber thirteenth, to be known as "John Barry
Day" and also to be known as "Uncle Sam Day in the State of New York",
Sept enber seventeenth, to be known as "Friedrich WIhelm von Steuben
Menorial Day", the third Friday in Septenber to be known as "New York
State POV M A Recognition Day" except if such date of comenoration
cannot be observed due to a religious holiday, such observances shal
then be conducted on the second Friday of Septenber, the |last Saturday
in Septenber, to be known as "War of 1812 Day", the fourth Saturday of
Septenmber, known as "Native-Anmerican Day", the |last Sunday in Septenber,
to be known as "CGold Star Mthers' Day", October fifth, to be known as
"Raoul Wall enberg Day", Cctober eleventh, to be known as "New Net herl and
Day in the State of New York", COctober eighteenth, to be known as "Disa-
bilities History Day", Cctober twenty-seventh, to be known as "Theodore
Roosevelt Day", Novenber ninth, to be known as "Wtness for Tol erance
Day", Novenber twelfth, to be known as "Elizabeth Cady Stanton Day", the
third Tuesday in November to be known as "New York State School - Rel at ed
Prof essi onal s Recognition Day", Novenber thirtieth, to be known as
"Shirley Chisholm Day", Decenber third, to be known as "Internationa
Day of Persons with Disabilities", Decenber seventh, to be known as
"Pearl Harbor Day", Decenber sixteenth, to be known as "Bastogne Day"
and that day of the Asian |lunar cal endar designated as new year to be
known as "Asian New Year".

8§ 3. This act shall take effect immediately.




