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STATE OF NEW YORK

7837

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

July 7, 2023

Introduced by M of A CUNNINGHAM -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Corporations, Authorities and Comn ssions

AN ACT to anend the public service law, in relation to providing free
hi gh-speed internet and cable service to residents of municipal hous-
ing authorities

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The public service law is anmended by addi ng a new section
231 to read as foll ows:

8 231. Enpire connect. 1. For the purposes of this section. the term
"high-speed internet service" shall nean internet service of at |east
100 nbps downl oad and at |east 10 nbps upl oad.

2. Each internet service provider and cable television conpany that
provides service to custonmers within a nunicipality shall provide basic
hi gh-speed internet service and cable service to each residential dwell -
ing or unit in a nmultiple dwelling, as defined by section three of the
public housing law, that is owned or managed by a nunicipal public hous-
ing authority, as defined by section three of the public housing | aw
The fiscal inpact of such programshall not be borne by custoners of
internet service providers or cable television conpanies and shall not
be added to bills rendered by an internet service provider or cable
tel evi sion conpany to such custoners.

3. The conmission shall pronmulgate rules and regqulations to effectuate
the provisions of this section, including, but not linted to the
fol |l owi ng:

(a) rules and regulations to apportion the responsibility of each
internet service provider and cable television conpany in the event that
a municipality has authorized nore than one internet service provider or
cable television conpany to operate within the geographic area of such
nuni ci pality; and
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(b) rules and requlations to ensure such conpliance by such internet
service providers and cable television conpanies with the provisions of
this section.

4. No internet service provider or cable television conpany shal
assign or transfer liability for its obligations under this section to
any other person., business, entity, or organization, or contract for any
ot her person. business, entity, or organization to perform such internet
service provider's or cable television conpany's duties under this
section without the prior witten consent of the conm ssion.

5. (a) The comm ssion shall establish and nanage a cable and hi gh-
speed internet service abatenent fund to provide reinbursenent to inter-
net service providers and cable television conpanies for cable and high-
speed internet service provided pursuant to subdivision two of this
section.

(b) The commi ssion shall appropriate noney as necessary to the fund to
rei mburse all internet service providers and cable television conpanies
for the costs of providing cable and hi gh-speed internet service pursu-
ant to subdivision two of this section. Any federal funds nade avail able
for such purpose and any state funds appropriated for cable and high-
speed internet service shall be deposited into such fund.

(c) The conmi ssion shall provide internet service providers and cable
television conpanies with an application to apply for reinbursenent
paynents fromthe fund

§ 2. The article heading of article 11 of the public service law, as
added by chapter 83 of the laws of 1995, is anended to read as foll ows:

PROVI SI ONS RELATI NG TO CABLE TELEVI SI ON COVPANI ES AND | NTERNET
SERVI CE PROVI DERS

8§ 3. Section 212 of the public service |law is amended by adding a new
subdi vision 15 to read as foll ows:

15. "Internet service provider"” shall nean any person, business, enti-
ty., or organization qualified to do business in the state that provides
individuals, corporations, or other entities with the ability to connect
to the internet through equipnent that is located in the state.

8 4. This act shall take effect on the sixtieth day after it shall
have becone a law. Effective inmediately, the addition, anmendment and/or
repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenentation of
this act on its effective date are authorized to be nade and conpleted
on or before such effective date.




