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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

June 15, 2023

Introduced by M of A ZEBROABKI -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Transportation

AN ACT in relation to the repair of certain bridges and other structures
| ocated on or adjacent to the Palisades Interstate Parkway

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative findings and intent. 1. The Legislature finds
t hat:

a. The Palisades Interstate Parkway (the "Parkway") is an historic
parkway |isted on the National Register of Historic Places and is owned
by the Palisades |Interstate Parkway Conmm ssion.

b. During the sunmer of 2011, the New York State Departnent of Trans-
portation, the New York State Ofice of Historic Preservation and The
Pal i sades Interstate Park Conmission (the "Comm ssion”) entered into a
Menor andum of Under st andi ng (the "Menorandum') regardi ng the inplenmenta-
tion of projects affecting the Palisades Interstate Parkway. The Meno-
randum acknow edges that the Departnment of Transportation is responsible
for the design and construction of capital inprovenment projects along
the Parkway and the nmi ntenance of the Parkway and its associated corri -
dor.

c. Pursuant to the nmenorandum treatnent for new and existing bridges,
including retaining walls and culverts, shall be designed with stone
that is either the sane as or conpatible with existing stone utilized in
projects along the Parkway. Stone Masonry Notes are attached to the
Meror andum

2. During or about 2016, the New York State Department of Transporta-
tion identified a nunber of bridges and/or structures on the Parkway
requiring repairs. Despite having adequate funding for these projects,
the New York State Department of Transportation has been unable to
proceed with them as approval for the projects has not been received
fromthe Conmm ssion. The reason cited for the delay was that historica
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rock matching that on the bridges, or a substantially simlar substi-
tute, was not avail abl e.

3. According to the American Road & Transportation Buil ders Associ -
ation (ARTBA) analysis of the U S. Departnent of Transportation's 2019
Nati onal Bridge Inventory (NBI) database, 230,000 bridges in the United
States require repair. That figure represents 37 percent, or nore than a
third, of all U S. bridges. New York state was found to have 1,745
structurally deficient bridges, ranking New York anpng the states with
the | argest nunber of structurally deficient bridges in the country.

4. DOT Project |1.D. No. 8813.75 relating to the repair of bridges
| ocated along the Palisades Interstate Parkway is scheduled to open for
bidding in the Spring of 2024.

5. The legislature finds that any further delay in the repair of the
bridges along the Palisades Interstate Parkway and of the adjacent
structures presents a danger to the public and is against the interests
of the people of the state.

§ 2. Notwithstanding the provisions of the Menorandum or any
provision of lawto the contrary, the Comission shall approve DOT
Project |.D. No. 8813.75 and shall notify the New York State Depart -
ment of Transportation no |later than Decenber 1, 2023 of a choice of
available stone that is acceptable to the Commission for use in the
repair of the bridges to be repaired pursuant to DOT Project 1|.D. No.
8813.75. If the Commission fails to do so, the Comm ssion's approval
shall be deened to have been given and the New York State Department of
Transportation shall be entitled to select stone matching that on the
bridges, or a substantially simlar substitute, to be utilized for the
pur poses of DOT Project |.D. No. 8813.75.

8 3. The provisions of this act shall apply only to bridges |ocated
within the state of New York.

8 4. This act shall take effect immediately.



