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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

May 17, 2023

Introduced by M of A SIMONE, GICK -- read once and referred to the
Conmittee on Cities

AN ACT to anend the Hudson river park act, in relation to prohibiting a
heliport within the boundaries of the Hudson river park

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legi sl ative findings. The legislature finds that the
pl anni ng, devel opment and operation of the Hudson river park as a public
park continues to be a matter of state concern. As detailed in the

Hudson river park act, chapter 592 of the laws of 1998 as anended, the
creation, developnent, operation and naintenance of the Hudson river
park will enhance and protect the natural, cultural and historic aspects
of the Hudson river, enhance and afford quality public access to the
river, allow for an array of cultural and recreational prograns and
provi de a host of other public benefits. The changes to the 1998 | aw by
this act are intended to further enhance and protect the river and
i ncrease public access and enjoynent of the Hudson river park.

8§ 2. Paragraph (g) of section 3 of chapter 592 of the |aws of 1998,
constituting the Hudson river park act, as amended by chapter 517 of the
| aws of 2013, is anended to read as foll ows:

(g) "Park/comrercial use" means a use that is not a prohibited use and
is conpatible with park use, and that is:

(i) a transportation water dependent use, including comrercial nari-
time and marine ferry termnals;

(ii) an entertainment, retail, restaurant, broadcast, television, or
filmor nmedia studio facility, conmercial recreational use, conmmercial
anusenents, performng arts, schools and educational facilities;

(iii) limted parking spaces incidental to permtted uses;

(iv) solely at piers 59, 60, and 61 and the headhouse (commonly known
as "Chelsea Piers") the uses authorized at such piers and headhouse as
of the effective date of this act; and

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmtted
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4] solely at pier 57, business, professional or governmental
of fices[+] .

8§ 3. Paragraph (j) of section 3 of chapter 592 of the laws of 1998,
constituting the Hudson river park act, as anmended by chapter 517 of the
| aws of 2013, is amended to read as foll ows:

(j) "Prohibited use" neans any of the follow ng uses:

(i) residential;

(ii) manufacturing, except in furtherance of and incidental to park
uses, provided that small scale creation of artisan foods or other craft
products shall not be considered manufacturing;

(iii) warehousing;

(iv) hotel;

(v) inconpatible governnental uses;

(vi) casino and riverboat ganbling, and the docking of vessels to be
used substantially for ganbling or for transportation to such a vessel;

(vii) any facility for notorized aircraft, including a heliport
[ holi e ot i ! Ll I

(viii) conmercial office, except office space that is incidental to a
permtted use, and further provided that such prohibition shall not
apply to pier 57; and

(i x) other uses determned by the trust to be inconmpatible wth the
pur poses of this act.

§ 4. Paragraph (m of section 3 of chapter 592 of the |laws of 1998,
constituting the Hudson river park act, as anmended by chapter 517 of the
| aws of 2013, is anended to read as follows:

(m "Water dependent use" excludes any prohibited use and neans:

(i) any use that depends on utilization of resources found in the
wat er section;

(ii) recreational activities that depend on access to the water
section, such as fishing, boating, swinming in such waters, passive
enj oyment of the Hudson river and wildlife protection and vi ew ng;

(iii) facilities and incidental structures needed to dock and service
boat s;

(iv) scientific and educational activities that by their nature
require access to marine reserve waters; and

R

£4-] nooring or docking of a barge used as part of a cultural, educa-
tional, historic or other public programm ng in the park; provided that
no nore than two barges may be noored or docked per year and provi ded
further that the duration of any such nooring or docking of a barge
shall be limted to six nmonths per year at any |location within the boun-
dari es of the park.

§ 5. Paragraph (i) of subdivision 9 of section 7 of chapter 592 of the
laws of 1998, constituting the Hudson river park act, as anmended by
chapter 517 of the laws of 2013, is amended to read as foll ows:

(i) Consistent with the general project plan, the area of the park
east of the bulkhead Iline shall be used solely for park use and to
permt access to permtted uses; provided that this limtation shall not
apply to (i) those areas east of the bul khead Iine that are occupied by
pi er headhouses or other pier-related structures at the base of piers
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: -] an interim
commerci al recreational use along the upland park area between 29th and

34th streets, provided that: (A) any such rel ated encl osed structure
shall not exceed two stories; (B) any such use and any related enclosed
structure shall not exceed a maxi mum of two hundred feet in [ ength and

shall nmaintain open view corridors to the Hudson river from streets
running towards and away fromthe park and shall not be l|ocated wthin
any designated visual corridors consistent with and to the extent
required under the city of New York zoning requirenents; and (C) such
i nteri mupland comrercial recreational use shall not be pernmitted to be
| ocated or continue to operate after July 1, [2024] 2028.

8 6. If any provision of this act, or any application of any provision
of this act, is held to be invalid, or to violate or be inconsistent
with any federal law or regulation, that shall not affect the wvalidity
or effectiveness of any other provision of this act, or of any other
application of any provision of this act, which can be given effect
wi thout that provision or application; and to that end, the provisions
and applications of this act are severable.

8 7. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shal
becone a law. Effective inmediately, the Hudson river park trust and any
state or local official of appropriate jurisdiction my nmeke regul ations
and take other actions reasonably necessary to inplenment this act on
t hat date.



