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| N ASSEMBLY

May 15, 2023

Introduced by M of A PECPLES-STOKES -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Governnental Enpl oyees

AN ACT to authorize the widow of WIliamJames M ddl ebrooks to file a
retirenment option election form

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Notw thstandi ng any other provision of law to the contrary,
Jani ce M ddl ebrooks, the wi dow of WIlliam Janes M ddl ebrooks who was
enployed by the Albion Correctional Facility, was a nenber of the New
York state and | ocal enployees' retirenent system was diagnosed with
cancer in January of 2004, was advised on Cctober 31, 2004 that he woul d
be wunable to return to enploynent as the result of his malignancy and
the treatnment therefor, and died on Decenber 3, 2006 prior to filing a
retirenent election form wth the New York state and | ocal enpl oyees
retirenment system shall be authorized to file such option election form
on behal f of her deceased husband with a joint allowance full option, if
on or before Decenber 31, 2023 she shall subnmit a request therefor to
the state conptroller. In addition, his application for disability
retirenent shall be deened to have becone effective on Novenber 1, 2004.
Al retirement benefits payable pursuant to the provisions of this act
shall be paid to Janice Mddl ebrooks and shall be in addition to any
ot her death benefits paid.

8 2. This act shall take effect inmediately.

FI SCAL NOTE. -- Pursuant tolegislative Law, Section 50:

This bill would authorize Janice Mddlebrooks to file an ordinary
disability application with a date of retirenment of Novenber 1, 2004 and
an option election formwith a joint allowance full option on behalf of
their deceased husband WIliam Janes M ddl ebrooks. The deceased received
a disability retirenment which was paid beginning on March 28, 2005. Upon
death all paynents ceased because no option election formwas filed. By
filing the disability application and an option election form an addi-
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tional benefit will be paid for the period begi nning on Novenber 1, 2004
and ending on March 28, 2005, and a benefit continuance to Janice
M ddl ebrooks for their lifetine.

If this bill is enacted during the 2023 | egislative session, there
will be an i medi ate past service cost of approximately $441,000 which
will be shared by the State of New York and all of the participating
enpl oyers in the New York State and Local Enployees' Retirenent System
This estimate assunes that paynment will be nade on February 1, 2024.

Summary of rel evant resources:

Menbership data as of March 31, 2022 was used in measuring the inpact
of the proposed change, the same data used in the April 1, 2022 actuari -
al valuation. Distributions and other statistics can be found in the
2022 Report of the Actuary and the 2022 Annual Conprehensive Financi al
Report.

The actuarial assunptions and nethods used are described in the 2020,
2021, and 2022 Annual Report to the Conptroller on Actuarial Assunp-
tions, and the Codes, Rules and Regul ations of the State of New York
Audit and Control.

The Market Assets and GASB Disclosures are found in the March 31, 2022
New York State and Local Retirenment System Financial Statenents and
Suppl enentary | nformation

| am a nenber of the American Acadeny of Actuaries and neet the Quali -
fication Standards to render the actuarial opinion contained herein.

This fiscal note does not constitute a |legal opinion on the viability
of the proposed change nor is it intended to serve as a substitute for
the professional judgnent of an attorney.

This estimate, dated February 28, 2023, and intended for use only
during the 2023 Legislative Session, is Fiscal Note No. 2023-80,
prepared by the Actuary for the New York State and Local Retirenent
System



