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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

April 3, 2023

Introduced by M of AL NORRIS -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on El ection Law

AN ACT to anend the election law, in relation to voter identification
cards

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Section 8-303 of the election |law, as added by chapter 420
of the laws of 2004, subparagraph 1 of paragraph (b) of subdivision 3 as
anended by chapter 160 of the laws of 2005, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

§ 8-303. [#nitial—voter] Voter identification. 1. Applicability. Each
board of elections, in a uniform and nondiscrimnatory manner, shal
require a voter to neet the requirenents of subdivision two of this
section [+H—

o)t heindi-vi-dual . . T I o

2. Requirenents. (a) In general. An individual nmeets the requirenments
of this subdivision if the individual:

(1) in the case of an individual who votes in person[—3]. presents
to the appropriate election inspector, clerk or coordinator a current
and valid [phete] governnment issued identification[—e+

ekky—ppesen%s—Le—+he—app#ep#+aLe7e}ee++9ﬂ—+nspee%e;T—eLe#k—e#——GQGLQL—

add#ess—e#—%he—#e%e#]; or

(2) in the case of an individual who votes by mail, submts in the
outer envelope with the envel ope containing the ballot[——] a copy of
a current and valid [phete] governnent issued identification[+—e+
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(3) A current and valid governnent issued identification shall contain

a registered voter's signature and or photo, and such identifications
shall include, but not be limted to: a New York state driver's |icense
or non-driver |ID; a United States passport; an identification card
issued by a United States educational institution; a United States mli-
tary identification card; a governnent issued nedical card; any iden-
tification card issued by the United States or the state of New York:; or
a New York state voter identification card.

(b) Farl-safe votrng (1) An |nd|vrdual who desires to vote in person,
but [w
éa}—ei—%¥#4%€&#¥#4HéH4ﬁﬂ does not possess a current and valld qovernnent
issued identification, may cast an affidavit ball ot [ —aRd—retwithstand—
Hg—thi-s—section—of—taw—such]|. Such affidavit ballot shall be duly cast
and counted[——e¥en—theHgh—sHeh—+nd+¥+deaL—dees—net—neet—the—reqH+renents

—~] provided such
i ndi vidual casting such ballot is an otherwi se eligible voter pursuant
to law, provided further that the individual produces to the |ocal board
of elections a current and valid governnent issued identification within
seven days of casting that ballot and that such ballot otherw se
conplies with the requirenents of |aw
(2) An individual mho desrres to vote by [na+L] absentee bal | ot but
who does not [ :
eL——Lth——sabd+¥+s+{#ﬂ DrOV|de a copy of a current and valld qovernnent
issued identification, may cast such a bal | ot by nall and such ball ot
shall be duIy cast and count ed[ ; i i

] provided [futher] .
that the individual produces to the [ocal board of elections a current
and valid governnent issued identification within seven days of casting
that ballot and that such ballot otherwi se conplies wth the require-
nents of |aw.
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§ 2. Subdivisions 16-a and 16-b of section 3-102 of the election |aw,
subdi vi sion 16-a as anmended by section 91 of subpart B of part C of
chapter 62 of the laws of 2011 and subdivision 16-b as added by chapter
103 of the laws of 2021, are anended and a new paragraph 16-c¢c is added
to read as follows:

16-a. provide the departnment of corrections and community supervision
with a sufficient nunber of voter registration forms to allow the
departnent of corrections and conmunity supervision to conply with the
duty to provide such voter registration forns to persons upon the expi-
ration of their nmaxi mum sentence of inprisonnent. Such voter registra-
tion fornms shall be addressed to the state board of elections[-]; or

16-b. [Dewelop] develop and inplenment a programto educate attorneys,
judges, election officials, corrections officials, including parole and
probation officers, and nmenbers of the public regarding the requirenents
of the chapter of the |aws of two thousand twenty-one which added this
subdi vi si on[ =] ;_or

16-c. promulgate rules and regulations relating to the processing and
issuing of voter identification cards wupon receiving conpleted voter
registration forns.

g8 3. The election law is anended by adding a new section 3-111 to
read as foll ows:

§ 3-111. Voter identification cards. 1. Upon receipt of a conpleted
voter registration form and upon being satisfied that the person
described is the applicant and that such applicant neets the require-
nents set forth in article five of this chapter the state board of
el ections shall issue to such applicant a voter identification card for
the purposes of voting.

2. Voter identification cards shall contain, and proninently display,
a registered voters nane, address, political party affiliation, voter
status, and voter signature which has been filed with the state board of
elections.

3. Nothing in this section shall prohibit the identification card from
containing the photograph of the holder pursuant to regulations estab-
lished by the state board of el ections.

4. The state board of elections shall not require, nor request, any
fees for the issuance or reissuance of a voter identification card.

8 4. Section 8-410 of the election |aw, as anended by chapter 228 of
the laws of 2022, is amended to read as foll ows:

8§ 8-410. Absentee voting; nethod of. The absentee voter shall mark an
absentee ballot as provided for paper ballots or ballots prepared for
counting by ballot counting nmachines. He or she shall make no nmark or
witing whatsoever upon the ballot, except as above prescribed, and
shall see that it bears no such mark or witing. He or she shall make no
mark or witing whatsoever on the outside of the ballot. In cases where
the express intent of the voter is unanbiguous, any stray marks or wit-
ing shall not be a basis for voiding a ballot. After marking the ball ot
or ballots he or she shall fold each such ballot and enclose themin the
envel ope and seal the envel ope. He or she shall then take and subscribe
the oath on the envelope, with bl anks properly filled in. The envel ope,
containing the ballot or ballots and a copy of a governnent issued iden-
tification card as prescribed in section 8-303 of this article, shal
then be nmiled or delivered to the board of elections of the county or
city of his or her residence.
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§ 5. Paragraph (b) of subdivision 3 of section 9-209 of the election
| aw, as added by chapter 763 of the |laws of 2021, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

(b) A curable defect includes instances where the ballot envel ope: (i)
is unsigned; (ii) has a signature that does not correspond to the regis-
tration signature; (iii) has no required witness to a nmark; (iv) is
returned without a ballot affirmation envelope in the return envel ope;
(v) has a ballot affirmation envelope that is signed by the person that
has provi ded assi stance to the voter but is not signed or narked by the
voter; [e+] (vi) contains the signature of sonmeone other than the voter
and not of the voter; or (vii) does not include a copy of a governnent
issued identification card

8 6. This act shall take effect immediately.




